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Surrey History Centre collects and rescues 
archives and printed materials relating to 
Surrey’s past and present, so that they can 
tell the story of the county and its people
to future generations.  

It’s free to visit us, and view these fascinating 
materials in our searchroom, where expert 
staff are on hand to assist you.

There’s lots to discover from exploring your 
town’s past, family history, researching your 
house or community.

Front cover photograph by J. Goldberg
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At Surrey History Centre 
you can also…
borrow items from our loan collection 
of family and local history books in our 
foyer library, reserve or return books from 
other Surrey branch libraries and get free 
access to online reference and family 
websites such as Ancestry and Find My 
Past and to our own gateway into Surrey’s 
history, Exploring Surrey’s Past (www.
exploringsurreyspast.org.uk)

You can access by prior appointment, 
Surrey’s Historic Environment Record 
(HER) which is an invaluable resource for 
anyone interested in finding out about the 
county’s archaeological and historical sites 
and monuments. Find out more at www.
surreycc.gov.uk/historicenvironmentrecord

Discover the Surrey in the Great War 
website which provides a dedicated place 
for World War One stories, photographs 
and information.
www.surreyinthegreatwar.org.uk

We hold:
• Parish records, census returns, civil 

registration and poor law records to help 
you research your family history.

• Ordnance Survey maps, electoral registers, 
manorial records, rate books, deeds and 
sale particulars to help you trace your 
house history.

• Local history books, directories, historic  
newspapers and periodicals providing  
a valuable insight into your  
neighbourhood’s past.

• Records of local government, courts,  
schools, hospitals and charities. 

• Thousands of engravings, watercolours,   
postcards, photographs and historic films.

• Treasures such as papers of author Lewis  
Carroll and garden designer Gertrude  
Jekyll, Tudor letters of the More-Molyneux 
family of Loseley, records of the Surrey 
infantry regiments, archives of the piano 
makers, Broadwood and specialist vehicle 
manufacturers, Dennis…and more.
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Using Surrey History Centre
Surrey History Centre is open:
Tuesday 9.30 - 5.00
Wednesday 10.15 - 5.00
Thursday 9.30 - 5.00
Friday 9.30 - 5.00
Saturday 9.30 - 4.00

Last document orders are at 4.30 on all 
weekdays and 3.30 on Saturday.

We are closed on Sundays, Mondays and Bank 
Holiday weekends including Saturdays.

It is advisable to book to use the collections in 
our searchroom. You will need a Surrey County 
Library Card or CARN (County Archive Research 
Network) ticket. CARN cards issued anywhere 
in the network can be used here. To obtain one, 
please bring two official means of identification 
with your name, address and signature (such as 
driving licence and latest utility bill).

Our staff are happy to help and advise on the 
sources we hold and guide you through the 
computerised lists and indexes.

Search our online catalogue and find useful 
information on our services and collections at 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyhistorycentre

We also offer:
• Regular free displays celebrating Surrey’s  

history and achievements.

• A busy programme of events including the 
Surrey Heritage Showcase, family history 
workshops, talks, special lectures and 
activities for families and children.

• An hourly paid one-to-one advice service  
with one of our family history experts of  
subject specialists.

• A wide range of local history and genealogy 
books, maps, postcards, videos and family 
history material for sale in our foyer.

• A digitisation service providing high quality 
copies of most of our archive and  
library material.

• Fully-equipped meeting and lecture rooms 
which are available for hire.
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How you can help us
Surrey’s documented history has survived 
because the creators and inheritors of records 
have taken care of them through the centuries. 
Many have now placed those records in our 
care, either as gifts or loans, to ensure their 
permanent preservation.

Records we look after:
• are packaged and, if necessary repaired, by  

our skilled conservation team
• are catalogued by an archivist
• are stored in our environmentally controlled, 

secure and fire-protected strongrooms

If you have something you think may be of 
interest to us and to future researchers into 
the history of the county and its people (be it 
a paper document, photograph or computer 
file), why not contact us today? We are always 
interested in receiving further Surrey material.

Research service
You are welcome to visit the centre for free 
to undertake your own research, or you can 
choose to use our paid research service. 
This service will search a range of historical 
documents and local studies collections for 
specified names, properties, or topics on your 
behalf.  For more information, please go to 
our website or ask for a leaflet.

Copying services
Depending on the condition and format of the 
original, copies of documents can be provided 
as photocopies, microform print outs or digital 
images, subject to copyright legislation.

Please note that we charge a fee for the use 
of cameras in our searchroom.
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Access
All parts of the building are accessible by 
wheelchair. We have hearing loops and 
an optical scanner for those with visual 
impairment. Please ask us for a separate  
leaflet for visitors with disabilities.

Facilities
There are cloakrooms and lockers; a 
refreshment area has a drinks vending 
machine. There are also cafes, a pub and 
a supermarket nearby. 

By train and bus
We are ten minutes’ walk from Woking 
station (exit at platform 1) and bus routes 
34, 35 and 39 pass Surrey History Centre.

By car
Our car park at Surrey History Centre is 
accessed via Kingsway. If you are using  
Sat Nav, the nearest postcode is GU21 6NU.  
If the car park is full, parking vouchers for  
local streets are available from local shops or
can be purchased in the foyer.

How to get to us
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Surrey History Centre
130 Goldsworth Road
Woking
Surrey GU21 6ND

T: 01483 518737
E: shs@surreycc.gov.uk

www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreyhistorycentre

Follow us

        @SurreyHeritage

        www.facebook.com/surreyheritage
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