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Effingham Common – Commoners' Day in 2010 
 

CHRISTOPHER JOHN HOGGER 
 
 
The Commoners' Day of 2010 revived a tradition of demonstrating in public the exercise of Commoners' rights on Effingham 
Common, these attaching to four particular properties. This activity had been previously undertaken annually during the 
1980s, less regularly in the 1990s and only in 2001 and 2002 in the first decade of the 21st century. Commoners' Day in 
2010 was significantly more elaborate than any of the earlier ones.  
  
Introduction 
This event on Effingham Common took place on Sunday 26 September 2010 and was jointly organised by 
The Friends of Effingham Common (Brian Hendry, Chairman), Guildford Borough Council  
(GBC, Adam Owen, Trees and Countryside Manager) and Effingham Parish Council (EPC, Sue Morris, 
Clerk). Its fundamental purpose was, as in many earlier years, to exercise in public view the various 
Commoners’ rights; but on this occasion it was decided to make it a more substantial event to encourage 
wider public interest in the Common’s history and ecology. 

The Commoners' Day in  2010 was to an extent a postponement of the Commoners' Day that had been 
intended to take place on the weekend of 19-20 September 2009. A meeting of The Friends had been held 
on 6 April 2009 to plan that occasion, but as the year progressed it became apparent that there would not 
be sufficient time to put all the arrangements in place. At a later meeting that year, on 14 September,  
The Friends agreed upon a new date for Commoners' Day, Sunday 26 September 2010, and also set dates 
for six further meetings in which to discuss it – of these meetings, we have the notes emerging from three, 
these being held on 11 November 2009, 3 February 2010 and 23 June 2010. The notes can be read in 
Appendix I.   

Planning and advertising 
Two posters were produced to advertise the day and to indicate the programme of activities; the first, sent 
out in 2009, was of a preliminary nature but the second, sent out nearer the day in 2010, was more detailed. 
Both of them display old photographs dated ‘1920’ but we now know that these were taken some years 
earlier than that. In August 2010 a letter was sent by Arnold Pindar, Chairman of EPC, to residents living 
near the Common, inviting them to the event. Additionally, a document was distributed by the Clerk to 
EPC, setting out the practical arrangements. These items are presented in Appendix II. 

Literature distributed 
Some documents were made available at the event to provide context for visitors. They included a one-
page article A Short History of the Common written by Jessica Page whilst two others were provided by 
Guildford Borough Council: Effingham Common: looking after the wildlife and people and Effingham Common:  
A commoners’ rights. These are shown in Appendix III. 

The marquees 
Two principal marquees, kindly loaned by the 1st Effingham Scouts, were used for presentations by various 
groups. They provided essential shelter from adverse weather. As it happened, the weather was overcast 
throughout the day but the rain held off until just the point at which the event came to its scheduled end in 
the late afternoon. Despite these conditions the organisers were surprised and delighted that 296 visitors 
were recorded at the official entrance points, besides many more who went unrecorded. 

Two of the organisers – Brian Hendry and Peter Bergman (respectively Chairman and Secretary of  
The Friends) – heroically slept in the marquees during the preceding night in order to safeguard them.  

The smaller marquee contained a display by Effingham Local History Group (ELHG). These included 
timelines, maps of the Common showing relevant properties, nearly 20 photographs (including some from 
the Mary Rice-Oxley Postcard Collection scanned by ELHG), printed recollections by some long-term 
residents and character quotes from various oral histories recorded by ELHG member Yvonne Shaw.  
We now know that there were a few factual errors in this material. Tables and display boards were kindly 
loaned by EPC. All the photographs were ones that now appear elsewhere in ELHG's printed output or on 
its website. The above-mentioned recollections and quotes are shown in condensed form in Appendix IV. 
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Visitors were able to enter the Common from many points and it is likely that many never passed these 
boards for counting, or perhaps ignored them anyway. So the total number probably exceeded significantly 
the 296 actually recorded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Entrance to the Common, with a board for recording visitor numbers. 

Figure 2 The smaller of the two marquees. 
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This event was ELHG's second opportunity to make its presence and interests known to the public, 
following its formation earlier in the year. The displays were largely drawn from those used earlier by 
ELHG at Effingham's  Summer Fête (Village Day) held on the King George V Playing Fields on 26 June, 
when our primary focus was again on Effingham Common. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 ELHG's display in the smaller marquee, on one side of the boards. 

Figure 4 ELHG's display on the other side of the boards. 
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The larger marquee contained three displays: firstly, of works for sale by local artist and resident Louisa 
Botley, the proceeds from which were contributed to orphanages in Kenya; secondly, of the findings of a 
term-long wildlife project carried out on the Common by Year 4 pupils at St Lawrence Primary School and 
supervised by their teacher Gill Witter; and thirdly, of items describing  the valuable work of the Effingham 
First Responders who, led by resident Craig Chitty, provide life-saving 24-hour First Aid cover across the 
parish – the day before, Craig had abseiled down Guildford Cathedral to raise money for the group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5 The larger of the two marquees. 

Figure 6 Louisa Botley's display of her art works. 
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Figure 7 St Lawrence School's display of wildlife and habitats, viewed by Gill Witter, a teacher at the school. 

Figure 8 Effingham & District's display of the work of Community First Responders. 
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Animals and Commoners' Rights 
There are four properties on the Common having commoners’ rights; their locations can be seen on the 
maps in Appendix III. On this occasion the rights for all four were exercised to some extent, either by their 
occupants or by proxy. The total number of animals grazed was less than the sum of all the animals listed in 
the rights of all the properties and they were grazed or tethered on a representative area of Common rather 
than on the specific areas to which their individual rights pertained. 

The animals taking part were: horses, including a ‘docile’ cob and a Shetland pony; two donkeys Joey 
and Potter on loan from Merrist Wood (Joey was a rescued beach donkey aged about 8 and Potter was aged 
about 7); two goats (not strictly mentioned in the registered rights) named Gaia (an Anglo Nubian) and 
Gwen (a Pygmy), both born in 2009; three sheep comprising Flop (X breed) and Josie and Jocasta (Jacob 
breed), also born in 2009; two Irish Moiled Cattle cows Dapple and Grace with calves at foot;  
and three geese comprising two from the rare Steinbacher breed together with their friend, a Brecon Buff. 
All these animals, apart from the horses, were brought to the Common by Adam Owen’s team from GBC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 9 The ‘docile’ cob. 

Figure 10 The Shetland pony. 
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Figure 11 Donkeys Joey and Potter. 

Figure 12 Sheep – Flop, Josie and Jocasta. 
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Figure 13 Goats – Gaia and Gwen. 

Figure 14 Goat – Gaia or Gwen. 
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Figure 15 Irish Moiled Cattle – Dapple or Grace with calves. 

Figure 16 Geese – two Steinbachers and (at rear) one Brecon Buff. 
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Traditional crafts and pastimes 
It is known that fairs used to be 
held on commons, the obvious 
locations near many villages 
because they were wide, flat and 
open. At such events many crafts, 
skills, sports and recreations would 
have been seen, including juggling.  
We were fortunate on this 
occasion to have had artist and 
juggler Hattie Hyder, wearing 
traditional juggler’s costume,  
to demonstrate her skills and to 
teach some of them to the visitors.  

The important agricultural skill 
of hurdle and fence making was 
meanwhile demonstrated by Rob 
Stringer, who had given similar 
demonstrations at several previous 
GBC countryside events.  

A traditional cricket match was 
staged throughout the afternoon 
by Effingham Cricket Club, who 
also kindly provided welcome 
barbecue food and refreshments.  

Finally, given that commons 
were often used in the past for archery practice, we were fortunate to have with us longbowman  
Paul Messett – a member of the Company of Yeoman Archers, a not-for-profit body that raises monies for 
the Charities of the Armed Services – to demonstrate his skill and to provide visitors with on-the-spot 
tuition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 17 Hattie Hyder (at left) teaching her skills. 

Figure 18 Rob Stringer demonstrating hurdle making. 
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Figure 19 Paul Messett (at left) teaching archery. 

Figure 20 Effingham Cricket Club in full flow. 
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History and ecology 
Two guided tours, led jointly by Adam Owen and Sue Morris, were arranged for visitors during the 
afternoon, focusing on the special features of the Common’s history and ecology. They began with 
introductory talks next to the GBC information point where there were many related pamphlets and 
documents on wildlife and land management in the Borough. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21 GBC's tent, displays and information point. 

Figure 22 Sue Morris and Adam Owen ready to give their guided tours. 
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Sue’s talk used a diagram to illustrate the extent of the Common, its historic division between the two 
manors and the locations of the four properties with rights. She explained that what made Effingham 
Common special compared to many other commons is that it still had those rights, which became 
registered only after a hard-fought twenty-year campaign by parishioners. She noted the fact that the 
Common was privately owned and that the general public do not have the right to do what they want there; 
the right to roam was limited to people on foot, whilst dogs could not roam in the breeding season because 
of ground nesting birds. The role of common land historically was for cottagers to be able to graze animals 
supplementing their diet or household economy and working as transport animals (eg donkeys). 

Adam’s talk explained that the Common presented a variety of different ecological habitats and 
environments – woodland, grassland, wetland, ponds and water courses – which benefited in their own 
ways from differing management techniques. He pointed out that the Common on the eastern side of 
Effingham Common Road had not been mown or grazed and was going over to scrub, which the main 
Common would also rapidly do if not actively managed. He then gave examples of some of the wildlife to 
be found here and discussed how one could maximise the chances of obtaining the widest range of wildlife, 
viz:- by leaving the grass at different lengths and by cutting the wooded edges back in ‘scoop’ shapes rather 
than in straight lines. He explained why reintroduction of restoration grazing would help with both the 
wildlife and the management of the land. Consideration was being given to re-excavating the overgrown 
pond, to expand the opportunities for wildlife. More generally, he noted, the Borough was keen for local 
people to report information about the wildlife (eg the species seen) and to protect and enhance it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

Figures 1-23: from Christopher John Hogger 
Appendices I and II: documents from the archives of Effingham Parish Council 

 

Figure 23 Visitors setting off on a guided  tour. 
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APPENDIX I 
Notes of Meetings of The Friends of Effingham Common 
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APPENDIX II 
Planning and advertising 
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APPENDIX III 
Literature distributed 
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APPENDIX IV 
Recollections and character quotes displayed by ELHG 

 
Adrian Estler 
“Leebrooke Farm was occupied by Adrian Estler. He was a character.” 
“Adrian was a great supporter of the [cricket] club and he played for them and he used to give us transport 
to away matches. This transport was in the form of a very battered and ancient Rolls Royce the doors of 
which didn't open, and I can't remember a top ... anyway we had to climb over the doors to get in it. There 
was usually about half a dozen of us and if you can visualise Adrian being a somewhat tall man, never 
immaculately dressed in any shape of form and wore an enormous hat, and we'd turn up for away matches 
in this ramshackle vehicle.” 
“Adrian was quite a good cricketer and in home matches we'd turn up with children to be amused and 
when we were batting, Adrian used to get hold of the horse, William, and most of the children had rides on 
this horse during the course of the afternoon.” 
Feuding Farmers 
There was bad blood between two local farmers in the 1940s – let's call them H and M. 
“H used to ride his horses over M's farmland which upset him no end, as a result of which M got his 
tractor and drove it at H on the Common one day – luckily everyone escaped unhurt but because of this M 
tried to put some fencing round the Common. But a Brigadier Faviell and Adrian Estler used to go out at 
night and cut this fencing for two reasons: they had Common Rights and being a Common it couldn't be 
fenced, and ultimately, M was forced to take the fencing down. There was another story concerning H and 
M in that H was aware that M was paying far too much attention to H's wife and as a result of which H and 
his sons chased M round the Common with a horsewhip.” 
Feisty Ladies 
Two spinster ladies owned farmhouses nearby – let's call them Miss M and Miss O. 
“Miss M had on her grand piano a picture of her with her Prince of Wales feathers where she'd been 
presented at court and she was a very large lady. She rode a white horse which was rather highly strung and 
on several occasions it used to go all over the road carrying on, with traffic building up on either side and 
Miss M rather red in the face but well in control. Miss O unfortunately was a bit of a drinker. She owned a 
shot gun and in her worst moments if anyone turned up in her drive she used to fire on them with the shot 
gun so she was someone people fought shy of. [When she] died people going into [her house] opened the 
cupboard doors and were covered in empty gin bottles which fell out on them … various doors were 
peppered with shotgun pellets.” 
Birds and Birdsong 
Recollection from Ivor Gillespie, Hooke Farm 2010 
“When I came [in about 1968] there were a lot of nightingales, and there haven’t been any in recent years, 
until last year, coming home from town, there was a nightingale singing in the carpark at the station, and 
this year I have heard one once. Swallows and martins are much less frequent as are peewits – lapwings. 
There were a lot of lapwings flying up and down on the Common and of course there used to be a lot of 
skylark song. All of that is diminished. I don’t hear any skylarks' song now although they tell me there are 
still skylarks on the Common.”  
Effingham Cricket 
Recollection from Edward Crouch, 2010 
“Cricket has been played on that part of the Common reputedly for more than 100 years. The site was 
given to the Cricket Club by the Parish Council. I played there from the late 40s to the early 60s when the 
ball was hitting me more than I was hitting it. But to have a half-day's fielding in the outfield at the 
beginning of the season was quite hard work and you needed a good day’s rest afterwards. I remember also 
fielding one day and a kestrel caught a vole and came and perched on one of the stumps within a few yards 
of me and religiously ate it while I was trying to concentrate on the fielding. It was very boggy in the 
outfield ... it was pretty sticky stuff early in the season. And it was also a while before we got the square into 
any sort of proper condition. Bearing in mind we didn’t wear helmets in those days, you had to duck and 
weave quite a bit if a fast bowler was on!”  
Changing Landscape 
Recollection from Jessica Page, 2010 
“These are my memories of the Common just before the second world war. My recollection is that it was 
quite close, rather nice, grass which had been obviously browsed by sheep  ... it was really rather pleasant 
and I think I can even remember seeing some harebells. And it had large may bushes and blackthorn all 
over it. But by 1939 the bushes were getting more and more huge and there was less and less grass in 
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between and you really had to thread your way through. Then the war came and I remember seeing these 
big machines on the Common and they just tore everything up ... it looked so different because the whole 
thing was flat and open. It was then ploughed and for the rest of the war it was used for Dig for Victory 
and there were various crops.”  
Childhood at Wise Folly 
Recollection from George Ranger, told to Mary Rice-Oxley in 1991 
George Ranger's grandfather lived at Wise Folly before the second world war, and kept geese, sheep and a 
donkey. George himself lived in one of the ‘wooden houses’ behind Wise Folly. As a child, George used to 
watch the timber wagons passing by, coming from Davis's sawmill in Church Road, Great Bookham. 
Additional comment by ELHG 
Another familiar sight for residents on the Common from the early 1900s through until the 1920s would 
have been the baker from Effingham village, delivering  with his horse and cart. 
Boys' Brigade Camp 
In the early 1900s, local philanthropist George Pauling paid for boys in the Catholic Boys' Brigade from the 
Clapham and Balham areas to camp on Effingham Common. Not everyone appreciated the opportunity!  
In 1903 one boy sent a postcard saying “Lovely scenery, poetical sights but dreadful life – couldn't stand it 
– boys singing the whole night – couldn't sleep – got up with an awful headache – I'm better off in 
Balham.” 
  
 


