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Book Extracts relating to Effingham – Series I 
 

CHRISTOPHER JOHN HOGGER and SUSAN MORRIS 
 
This article presents a series of ten Effingham-related extracts from books published in the period 1719-1911. This is the first 
such series drawn from the Book Extracts collection of Effingham Local History Group. The longest extract in the collection 
is currently that describing the Effingham Half-Hundred in the work ‘The History and Antiquities of the County of Surrey, 
Vol. 2’ by Owen Manning and William Bray; that extract is presented in a separate ELHG article.  
 
 
Introduction 

Effingham Local History Group holds an ever-growing collection of material relating to Effingham 
extracted from various books. The largest such extract to date, spanning several dozen pages, comes from 
the major work The History and Antiquities of the County of Surrey, Vol. 2 by Manning and Bray (publ John 
White, London, 1809). The length of this extract justified its presentation by ELHG as a complete article in 
itself, entitled Effingham in ‘The History and Antiquities of the County of Surrey’ by Manning and Bray. 

This current article collects together a set of many smaller book extracts, characterised as ‘Series I’ in 
anticipation of our presenting further series of extracts that we may discover in the future. 
 
EXTRACT 1 
The Natural History and Antiquities of Surrey, Vol. 3 
 Author: John Aubrey FRS (1626-97) 
 Publisher: Richard Rawlinson, 1719 
 
The writer, archaeologist and antiquarian John Aubrey 
FRS took on the task of surveying Surrey at the behest 
of the Royal Cartographer John Ogilby for the 
purpose of creating a national atlas. Although that 
project did not materialise, Aubrey continued working 
on his survey, but did not publish it in his lifetime. His 
work was edited and published rather later by Richard 
Rawlinson during 1718-19 as a five-volume work. 
Aubrey was interested in, and competent in, many 
fields and was one of the founding members of the 
Royal Society. 

Figure 1 John Aubrey. 
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EXTRACT 2 
Antiquities of Surrey: Collected from the Most Ancient Records 
 Author: Nathaniel Salmon LL.B. (1675-1742) 
 Publisher: himself, London, 1736 
 
Salmon was a Cambridge-educated curate in his early life but his political leanings led to his having to 
abandon a career in the Church. Instead he went into medicine but again not for a long period. Much of his 
time was spent in travelling the country and noting down what he observed, publishing his findings in 
various works including his Antiquities of Surrey. His writings are not highly regarded from a historical 
point of view but much detail was diligently recorded. His life was one of unending poverty and he 
reputedly died of starvation. 
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EXTRACT 3 
Surrey Described: Being an Enumeration of the Seats and Residences of the Nobility, Clergy and 
Gentry of the County, Alphabetically Arranged 
 Author: Christopher and John Greenwood 
 Publisher: themselves, Piccadilly, 1823 
 
The Greenwoods were mapmakers who in 1817 began a project to produce a large scale map of every 
English county. In 1823 they published their Map of the County of Surrey, from an actual Survey made in the 
Years 1822 & 1823. The large scale allowed inclusion of such detail as ‘boundaries of counties, hundreds 
and parishes, churches and chapels, castles and quarries, farmhouses and gentleman’s seats, heaths and 
common land, woods, parliamentary representatives and distances between towns’. The map was very well 
received but there were complaints that without some form of key, it was unclear who owned the 
properties shown and this was inconvenient. The Greenwoods therefore produced the document featured 
here, a ‘topographical dictionary’ or index, to accompany the map. 
 
These first two entries describe the parish of Effingham, and the Hundred of which it was part: 
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The following entries provide a useful guide to what were considered the most socially eminent residences 
at that time.  These include Effingham Cottage on The Street; Effingham House (today’s Golf Club) whose 
proprietor Sir Thomas ‘Priest’ is more usually referred to as Sir Thomas Apreece; ‘Hill House’ better known 
as Effingham Hill House (today’s St Teresa’s School); ‘Hill Lodge’, or Effingham Hill Lodge, a house now 
demolished, originally near today’s Ranmore Manor; ‘Hill Farm’, or Effingham Hill Farm, which no longer 
exists; Lower Farm; and Norwood Farm.  
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EXTRACT 4 
A Topographical History of Surrey, Vol. 4 
 Author: Edward Wedlake Brayley FSA (1773-1854) 
 Publisher: Robert Best Ede, Dorking and Tilt & Bogue, London, 1841-48 
 
Edward Wedlake Brayley was primarily as a topographer but began his working life as an enameller and 
befriended another apprentice John Britton. They decided on an entirely different career and during their 
lifelong friendship they published prolifically on topographical subjects, including a 25-volume work  
The Beauties of England and Wales. Brayley’s best known work now is his 5-volume A Topographical History of 
Surrey. 
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EXTRACT 5 
A Saunter Through Surrey 
 Author: Matthias Cathrow Turner (1831-1889) 
 Publisher: W. Walker, 196, Strand, London, 1857 
 
Little is known of Matthias Cathrow Turner. Born a vicar’s son in Lambeth in 1831, he entered the Inner 
Temple as a law student in January 1850, then aged 19. Called to the Bar in 1854 he began practising as a 
barrister. His ‘saunter’ through Surrey was undertaken during a vacation in 1856. The book is full of wry 
observations and is rich in anecdote. In 1866 he married Fanny Browne and produced several children. By 
the time of the 1871 Census he was already classified as deaf and was no longer in practice, which must 
have been a severe blow. He died quite young, in 1889. His brief visit to Effingham seems not to have 
impressed him. 
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EXTRACT 6 
Black's Guide to the County of Surrey 
 Publisher: Adam and Charles Black, Edinburgh, 1861 
 
The Edinburgh publisher Adam Black and his nephew Charles introduced their very extensive Black’s 
Guide series in 1839. They also published several volumes of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. See below for a 
further description of Effingham from this series published in 1886. 

The 1861 entry includes a caustic remark about the stained glass windows in St Lawrence Church, 
stating that some are ‘objectionably blazoned with the armorial bearings of the Stringers and Farleys’.  
Miles Stringer was the Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court during the incumbency of Rev William 
Farley (Vicar 1793-1836). Beginning in 1825, a programme of extensive alterations to the church was 
undertaken. Stringer paid for several projects including a minstrel’s gallery at the west end and a new east 
window above the altar. It seems that one of the stained glass windows in the north wall of the chancel was 
also replaced at this time, and would be the one including the offending heraldic designs. Neither of these 
windows survive today. In 1887 the east window was replaced and so was the ‘Stringer’ window, the latter 
with one now incorporating a simple dedication to Jane Stringer, Miles’s wife, who had died in 1867. 
Possibly a ‘Farley’ window was also decommissioned. Although there are no longer any windows including 
armorial bearings of Stringers or Farleys, they survive on marble memorials to both families. 

In 1886 the Blacks published a second edition of this Guide (see below). They do not repeat the 1861 
information, but are again dismissive of Effingham. 
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EXTRACT 7 
Field Paths and Green Lanes: being country walks, chiefly in Surrey and Sussex 
 Author: Louis John Jennings (1836-1893) 
 Publisher: John Murray, Albemarle Street, London, 1878 (2nd Edition) 
 
Louis John Jennings, son of a London tailor, was engaged by The Times in his twenties as a correspondent in 
India and then in America. He joined The New York Times as Editor-in-Chief. Back in England he continued 
writing, especially on the subject of country rambles. In the 1880s he was elected Conservative MP for 
Stockport. His account of his visit to Effingham is delightful, recounting his wonderment at Yew Tree 
House in The Street. 
 

Figure 2 Louis John Jennings. 
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EXTRACT 8 
Black's Guide to the County of Surrey 
 Publisher: Adam and Charles Black, Edinburgh, 1886 (2nd Edition) 
 
The Edinburgh publisher Adam Black and his nephew Charles introduced their very extensive Black’s 
Guide series in 1839. They also published several volumes of the Encyclopedia Britannica. Their guide to 
Surrey consists of a large collection of descriptions of walks from place to place, e.g. from Guildford to 
Leatherhead, noting the minutiae of all that their writer had observed on the way. This particular walk takes 
in Effingham which is dismissed here in barely more than one sentence as having ‘nothing of interest’, 
despite it having three excellent manor houses. 
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EXTRACT 9 
The Family Memoirs of the Rev. William Stukeley MD, Vol. III 
 Author: William Stukeley MD FRS FSA (1687-1765) 
 Publisher: Andrews & Co., Sadler Street, Durham, 1887 
 
William Stukeley was a most remarkable man, being a physician, pioneering archaeologist, antiquarian, cleric 
and writer. He was elected to the Royal Society in 1718. Being a friend of Isaac Newton he was the original 
source – in his writings on Newton’s life – of the story of Newton’s pondering of an apple’s fall in relation 
to gravity. He played a key part in the early studies of Stonehenge and Avebury. His Memoirs, published long 
after his death, say very little of Effingham and even that is not readily interpretable. 

Figure 3 Rev William Stukeley. 
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EXTRACT 10 
A History of the County of Surrey, Vol. 3 
 Editor: Henry Elliot Malden MA FRHist.Soc. (1849-1931) 
 Publisher: Victoria County History, London, 1911 
 
The Victoria County History project was initiated in 1899 with the ambition of publishing a comprehensive 
history of every county in England. It continues to the present day. The VCH history of Surrey spans five 
volumes of which Volume 3 – which includes the material on Effingham – was edited by Henry Elliot 
Malden, a Cambridge-educated enthusiast in local history and archaeology. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 
 

Figures 1, 3: from Wikimedia Commons, public domain 
Figure 2: Carte-de-visite for Louis J Jennings, by Gurney & Son, NY, by kind permission of A Glimpse of Americana 

 


