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FOREWORD
by Sir Arthur Bryant, C.H., C.B.E., LL.D., F.R.S.L., F.R.Hist.S.

Everything which adds to our knowledge — and love — of our native place is of service to human society and
civilisation. In our social being, we are bound together by love and mutual understanding; and where love and
understanding are lacking society itself is imperilled and begins to disintegrate. That is what, in so many respects,
is happening to the civilised world today — in the United Nations, in Europe, in our country, in our native
place. We are in danger of becoming a rootless mob of contending and desiccated individuals, exploiting and
exploited, without any focal point round which to unite and work together for the common good.

To make men love their country, wrote Burke, one must make their country lovely. That is why today so
many good men and women, faced by the destruction and pollution wrought by faceless and irresponsible
exploiters and grabbers, have become passionately concerned with the preservation of the environment and of
everything good and binding which has been handed down from a more cohesive and civilised past. Whatever
serves to make us and our children aware of that past, and enlarges our knowledge and understanding of it, is
deserving of support and praise.

A history of one's native place, of the town or village in which one lives, is a blow struck, as it were, for the
survival of civilisation. This book — a work of scholarship and love — is such a blow. Out of Effingham's past its
learned and devoted author and contributors have created a bulwark to help protect Effingham's future.
Published by the Effingham Women's Institute, and financed out of local resources, it is an essay in local
patriotism — the kind of patriotism which elevates and creates without infringing on, or detracting from, a
like pride of others in their own native place. It is a signpost wrought out of yesterday, and countless
yesterdays, to point the way to tomorrow.

Such a local history, based on meticulous research and on material garnered from every available source, is
something more than an exercise in communal pride and informed curiosity. It is, in microcosm, a history of the
English people as they lived their lives in one little corner of England, a Surrey village, from the earliest times,
starting from the first dawn of English civilisation and continuing to the present time. It is only by such a
study, based on the records of a single place, yet representative of so many others throughout the length
and breadth of our country, that we can really learn, without the falsifying of unsupported generalisations, how
our ancestors really lived and the detailed nature of the work they did to create what we, in our turn, today inherit,
and which it is our duty to preserve and enhance. There are some lines by the Dorset poet, William Barnes, which
set out, in language I could not hope to equal, what those whose lives are chronicled in this learned, delightful
and invaluable book did for and bequeathed to those who inherit and inhabit their former place on earth:

 "They clear'd the groun' vor grass to teake
The place that bore the bremble breake,
As' drain'd the fen, where water spread,
A-lyen dead, a beane to men;
An' built the mill, where still the wheel
Do grind our meal, below the hill;
An' turn'd the bridge, wi' arch a-spread,
Below a road, vor us to tread."
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CHAPTER 1

THE EFFINGHAM MEMORANDUM BOOK

"I remember to have met in searching ancient writing with the villages of Effingham and Bocham as in being
so-called about ye year 666."
"Effingham Als Yffingham so called from one Aeffing (i.e. ye son of Yffe) a Saxon to whom (in all
probability) it was given by Ella, the first King of the South Saxons about the year 493 or after, and had there
his Ham, i.e. house or habitation."
These extracts are taken from a small pocket notebook — 3u/i6inches x 3 inches (now preserved in Little

Bookham Church) which was used by successive Vicars of Effingham in the late 17th and early 18th centuries.
The notebook was found by Mr. John Harvey, F.S.A., in the safe of Little Bookham Church in 1945 when

he lived in that village. He transcribed it, found it related almost entirely to the parish of Effingham and
replaced it in the safe where he had found it, with a transcript and notes, a copy of which he gave to the
Leatherhead & District History Society. This copy was discovered by the Writer in 1969 and recognised as the
possible source of some of the information referred to by the Surrey Historians, Manning and Bray, who
published a massive history of the County in 1804/10. Mr. Harvey has generously given permission to the
Effingham Women's Institute to use his transcript and notes in the preparation of a history of Effingham.

The vicars, in order of succession, who contributed to the Memorandum Book, are:-
(1) The Rev. William Walker, M.A., who was instituted on 26th February, 1676, succeeding the Rev.
Joshua Andrews, M.A.; Mr. Walker was buried here on 27th May, 1696.
(2) The Rev. John Miller, M.A., born at Thetford on 8th December, 1666. He was at Trinity College,
Cambridge from 5th October, 1680, was B.A. in 1684/5 and M.A. in 1685. He was appointed Chaplain
to the King's Forces at New York in 1692. He spent three years in America and was one of the Ministers
consulted as to the reality of witchcraft at the time of the Salem Witch Trials. Mr. Miller was instituted
to Effingham on 29th September, 1696, shortly after his return to England, and was buried here, at the
east end of the churchyard on 19th November, 1724; it is just possible to decipher the inscription on his
grave:-

"SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF
JOHN MILLER CHAPLAIN TO THE KING'S FORCES

NEW YORK
VICAR OF THIS PARISH FOR 28 YEARS BORN

DEC 8th 1666 DIED NOV 11 1724 R I P"
(3) The third writer was probably Mr. Miller's successor, the Rev. Joseph Godfrey who was instituted to
Effingham on 15th January, 1725. He was buried here on 4th July, 1738.
The Rev. John Miller, whom Manning and Bray describe as "a man of research", is most probably the author

of the extracts given above, together with other historical notes which, with other entries, will be referred to
later.

A great deal of research on the origin of place names has been done since these words were written but the
findings of modern experts do not differ from Mr. Miller's interpretation.
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The notebook contains, among other things, lists of small tithes in kind due from named parishioners of
Effingham and Little Bookham, with the dates 1677, 1678, 1679, an account of the Glebeland belonging to the
Vicar of Effingham, dated 1698, and a series of sketch plans of plots and strips of land, presumably of glebe, dated
27th February, 1709-10.

There is also a verbatim transcript of a seedsman's catalogue of seeds and plants "sold by Will Lucas at the
'Naked Boy' near Strand bridge, London" probably written by Mr. Miller's successor, Mr. Joseph Godfrey,
and made by him on a visit to London. "Naked Boy Court" appears on Roque's map (1770) just east of the end
of Strand Lane. The Court was still in existence in 1774 when it appeared in the New Complete Guide to
London Streets.
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CHAPTER 2

PRE-HISTORY  OF THE  DISTRICT

Effingham is in central Surrey. It joins Cobham on the north, Little Bookham on the east, Abinger and
Wotton on the south and East Horsley on the west. The soil to the north is clay, to the south chalk separated
by gravel.

(1) The Old and Middle Stone Ages 9000 - 3000 B.C.
Long before Effingham was so-named by the Saxons, early man had inhabited the chalk uplands. In the Old

and Middle Stone Ages there was a gradual progress of humanity to a life like that of primitive nomadic tribes,
using a variety of flint tools such as the hand axe, still being found in the district. These tools could only cope
with light soils and habitation, therefore, tended to spread on the chalk. The prehistoric road (the Old Road)
now called The North Downs Trackway or the Pilgrims' Way, which avoids Wealden Clay and follows the main
escarpment of the North Downs from Kent, through Guildford to Farnham on to Salisbury Plain is described
by Mr. I. D. Margary as the most important prehistoric thoroughfare in the south-east of Britain. Part of it forms
the southern boundary of Effingham parish, and it was originally a route used by early traders of flint and stone
implements; just over the western boundary of the parish, in East Horsley, there is evidence of organised flint
mining. Many arts and crafts were developed in this period, and the preserved remains of a Pitshelter in the
adjacent village of Abinger give a glimpse of the life of palaeolithic and mesolithic hunters.

(2) The New Stone Age 3000 - 1800 B.C.
Our modern civilisation can be traced back to the New Stone Age (Neolithic) which saw the

introduction of farming and stock keeping and, consequently, a settled way of life. Immigrants from the
Continent found a fertile island - the higher ground easy to clear and cultivate with their polished stone axes
and hoe blades. A network of rivers and natural land routes enabled them to penetrate deep into the land,
bringing new practices with them which were gradually absorbed by the native tribes.

(3) The Bronze Age  1800 - SO B.C.
During these centuries metals, first copper and then bronze, were introduced into Britain by the

"Beaker" people, so called because of their custom of placing a vessel of this description in graves. A few bronze
tools and weapons have been found in Surrey including swords and spearheads, but it is possible that most of
the population were peaceful farmers. Weston Wood, Albury, a few miles distant from Effingham, recently
excavated by Miss Joan Harding of the Surrey Archaeological Society, shows a farmstead which can be dated
to about 510 B.C. It had circular huts and working areas where every requirement of daily life was produced,
including flint instruments, woven cloth and pottery.

(4) The Iron Age  500 B.C. - 43 A.D.
Immigration from the Continent took place during the six centuries before the Roman Conquest in 43 A.D.

The immigrants were Celtic and they were the first people in Britain whose race and language are known.
During this period men finally moved on to the clay. They were organised in tribes and were prepared to
defend the territory they had acquired; the first earthworks were constructed during this period. The
excavations at Hawkshill, Fetcham, a few miles from Effingham, produced an important series of Iron Age
pottery. This Age marked the end of prehistory.
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CHAPTER 3

EARLY HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT

1. The Roman Conquest and Saxon Immigration

After the Roman Conquest in 43 A.D. Britain was a province of the Roman Empire for nearly 400 years. In
Surrey there were no large centres of population, and no large towns developed during the Roman occupation,
but a number of villa sites have been excavated, the nearest to Effingham being a Roman Bath House at Chatley
Farm, Cobham. A Roman coin, an AS of Tiberius (A.D. 14—37), with reverse showing the seated figure of his
mother Livia, was found in the autumn of 1970 by Dr. C. T. Sutton on ground being prepared for a rugby football
pitch at the King George V Playing Fields, Effingham. The coin is in good condition and was identified by Mr.
Felix Moiling of Guildford Museum. It was probably disturbed from its original position, and again large
quantities of chalk were brought to the site from between Horsley and Clandon. In 1802 General Oliver de
Lancey, Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court at the time, is said by Manning and Bray (1804) to have
found a small camp of irregular form near Mare House, Dunley Hill, in the south of the parish. The land was
soon afterwards enclosed and became arable so that all trace of it is lost.

In A.D. 410 the Imperial Roman Government which had administered the Province of Britain
announced that it was no longer able to defend the Island and told the authorities to organise their own
defence, which they did successfully for a time. Later, Romano-British leaders invited Anglo-Saxon
merchants to defend them against the Picts and Scots. They did this but they then rebelled against their British
employers and successive groups of continental immigrants arrived in England over a period of several centuries.

Our present language, county divisions and much of our Law have their roots in the centuries before the
Norman Conquest in 1066. Surrey is a Saxon name, and it was under Saxon Kings that the County was divided
into administrative units for defence and government called Hundreds and Tithings. Effingham gave its name to
a Hundred which included Great and Little Bookham, Effingham, Driteham (Dirtham Lane, Effingham, retains
a trace of this name) and Pechingeorde (thought to have included Polesden and Bagden). A Tithing consisted of
a group of ten men mutually bound on oath to answer for one another's good behaviour, and over each Tithing
was the Tithing man who settled small matters of dispute. The Tithing man was responsible for sending to the
muster from the tithing the number of trained men demanded by the Lord Lieutenant, with parish arms and
armour and a stipulated amount of money for maintenance. The Tithing later became the basic unit of order in
the country.

Effingham is a true Saxon foundation and is one of a line of spring-line villages laid out along the lower edge
of the dip-slope of the chalk which, as the North Downs, forms the northern boundary of the Weald. An
accommodation road, the Lower Road, is an ancient highway running along the narrow line of Thanet Sands,
avoiding the chalk and the waterlogged clay. The site was chosen for its general convenience, taking advantage of
several sorts of land, with availability of water supplies. Before modern civilisation made such demands on the
formations nearest the surface the rocks were saturated at a much higher level than they are today. Effingham
and the villages to the east were all grouped on the narrow outcrop of water-bearing strata, the Woolwich
(Reading) beds, which furnished an adequate supply and many disused wells can be found. Now the regular
supply has to come from the deeper strata of the pervious chalk.

Evidence of place names suggests that the whole of Surrey must have been thinly settled before the
conversion of its people to Christianity. Early Teutonic colonists had pushed up the river valleys and were
gradually absorbed into the tribes they found here. Effingham Hundred is sometimes referred to as a "Half-
Hundred", and was usually associated with Copthorne Hundred with a single meeting point, at first,
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probably at Horsehead Cross in Fetcham, but by the 13th century it had become fixed at Leith Pit, where the
Lower Road crosses the boundary between Bookham and Fetcham.

In 1758 when the turnpike road was being made from Guildford to Leatherhead, four or five skeletons were
found on Standard Hill, Effingham. (See map of fields). This may have been a pagan Saxon burial ground or
barrow.

2. Documentary Evidence for Early Effingham
The first documentary evidence of Effingham comes from the Venerable Bede in the 7th century who relates

that Erconwald, who became Bishop of London in 674 A.D., had founded a monastery at "Ceortesie" by
the Thames (Chertsey) and that Bishop Frithwald, Viceroy of Surrey, had granted to the Abbey 20 dwellings
in "Bocham cum Effingham". During the Danish wars in A.D. 871 the Abbot and monks were killed, the
Abbey burnt and the lands laid waste. The Abbey was refounded in 933 A.D., and the grant of Effingham and
Bookham, among other places, was confirmed by King Athelstan in that year; a translation of the Charter (the
original of which is in the British Museum) is as follows:-

"With the help of Our Lord Jesus Christ for ever I Athelstan King and ruler of all this island of Britain by
Grace of God and all the Saints give and confirm all the underwritten lands whatsoever to the venerable
community in Chertsey as have been constituted and confirmed to that honourable community and said
priory by our predecessors from ancient times. These then are the names of the places of my donation and
confirmation. That is in the place in which the monastery of Saint Peter is sited which is in Chertsey and
Thorpe and Egham and Chelsham and Frimley and Weybridge and Woodham, Waldesham, Getinges
(Gatton), Molesey, Petersham, Tooting, Streatham, Mitcham, Sutton with Thundersfield Wood, Walton,
Beddington, Whatindon, Coulsdon, Chipstead, Merstham, Chaldon, Banstead with Southernsfield, Cheam,
Cuddington, Ewell, Epsom, Tadworth, Bookham, Effingham, Clandon, Cobham and Pontintone and two
parcels of land in other Clandon, Byfleet, Dritham, Bisley and Waltham and firstly in the name of the Holy
and undivided Trinity that these above named lands should be free of all the yoke of earthly service.
I wish, however, that as long as Christianity should last in this land, the monks of Chertsey should be my
intercessors before God. Whoever should wish to add to this donation and confirmation of mine may the
omnipotent God recompense him in the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoever, however, should diminish the bonds
of this let him amend with proper satisfaction here and in the Kingdom of Heaven. I wish also that all these
lands which my predecessors or other faithful have given them should remain in this liberty.
Constituted and confirmed in the royal town called in English Kingston, year of the Incarnation of Our Lord
933
6th Indiction and 17 Kalends of January."

3. The Norman Conquest

The Conquest of Britain in 1066 A.D. by William of Normandy brought great changes all over the country
and Norman landlords appeared everywhere. Shortly after the victory over King Harold at the decisive Battle
of Hastings, the victorious William marched into Kent with one section of his army, devastating the estates
of those who had opposed him. He intended to take London but this was held against him so he rejoined the
other section of the Norman host at Dorking and proceeded to Winchester along the North Downs Trackway,
resting his troops at Albury.

Only the ecclesiastical corporations, Queen Edith (the widow of Edward the Confessor), and Saxon thegns
who submitted to William before the Battle of Hastings, were allowed to retain their holdings. William's
Norman followers were richly rewarded with lands in all counties.

In his recently published study, The Norman Conquest, Mr. D. J. A. Matthew presents King William as a
powerful and attractive personality. He was not known as "The Conqueror" in his lifetime; he did not claim
the throne of England by conquest but by heredity and he preserved some of the laws and customs of his
predecessor, King Edward the Confessor. He was a good churchman, a brave and honourable soldier and a fine
administrator. He had a sense of humour and was capable of great magnanimity.

The country he came to was highly praised by foreigners and merchants and Mr. Matthew quotes
Goscelin, a Fleming, who wrote:-

"You must know that all earthly riches and delights which in other places exist only individually are here
found gathered together. On all sides it luxuriates in fruitful fields, verdant meadows, wide plains,
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2. Extract from King Athelstan’s Charter
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milky herds and horses apt for warlike pursuits. It is watered by bubbling springs, rising streams, majestic and
famous rivers, watercourses teeming with fish and fowl and conveniently adaptable for the use of town and
country".
Goscelin also drew attention to the skill of native craftsmen in using the natural riches of the country. Many

monasteries and churches were rich in gold and silver vessels, and there was a fine school of manuscript
illumination and pictorial art. In the late tenth century the King bought off the attacks of the Danes by giving
them great quantities of gold raised by public taxation of his subjects. This is evidence of a high degree of
government and administration in the country.

4. The Domesday Survey

The Domesday Survey, taken in 1086, is a work of reference and the terms used in it are explained in the
Glossary. It was intended to enable King William to take stock of his possessions in each county for use for tax
assessments and to see how far sub-infeudation went. The Norman compilers were speaking a dialect of French
and they had difficulty in understanding the English language. Certain words they mutilated, but in many cases
the alterations they made in place names in the Survey, i.e. "Fingeham" and Epingeham" for Effingham, were
temporary and the earlier names were soon resumed. William I died in 1087 and it is later generations, therefore,
who have enjoyed the use of this unique compilation.

The entry for Effingham in the Domesday Survey is as follows:-

"The Land of the Church of Chertsey in Fingeham Hundred
Oswald holds of the same church Epingeham. He himself held it in the time of King Edward. It was then
assessed at 6 hides, now for2'/2.
The land is for 2 ploughs.
There are 2 villeins and 9 bordars with half a plough,  1 acre meadow and for the wood 10 hogs to
pannage. It is worth and was worth 40s.
Richard son of Earl Gilbert in Fingeham
In Driteham Richard holds 1 hide and a half.
Aelmar held it of King Edward as one Manor. The wife of Salie holds it of Richard.
It was worth 40s. now 30s.
In same Driteham there is 1 hide and a half which Aluric held of King Edward as 1 Manor and he
afterwards gave that land to his wife for the church of Certesy (Chertsey), as the men of the Hundred
testify. Richard claims this. It does not lie in any Manor nor does he hold it of a Manor but it was
delivered to him and now 3 hides pay geld for a hide and a half. The land is for 2 ploughs. In this land of
Aluric there is in demesne 1 plough, 2 bordars and 2 serfs. It is worth 40s.
(Dirtham Lane, Effingham, retains a trace of this name).
Oswald holds of Richard Epingeham.
Azor held it of King Edward. Then assessed at 6 hides now for 2'/2 hides.
With these 6 hides Oswald holds 1 hide and 1 virgate of land, which 1 freeman held under King Edward
but  for his certain need he sold it to Azor in the time of King William. The land is for 5 ploughs
altogether.
In demesne there are 2 ploughs and 6 villeins and 5 bordars with 2 ploughs. There are 6 serfs 4 acres
meadow and wood for 5 hogs. For the herbage 3 hogs.
In the time of King Edward it was worth 100s. afterwards £4. 10. 0. now £6.
The land of Oswald and other Thegns.
Oswald holds of the King Pechingeorde. He held it of King Edward. Then and now assessed at 1 hide.
The land is for 3 ploughs. In demesne there is one plough and there are 3 villeins and 2 bordars with 2
ploughs. There are 2 serfs. In the time of King Edward and afterwards and now worth 40s.
The homagers of the Bishop of Bayeux claim from this land every year for the King's use 2 marks of
gold or 2 hawks and this by grant of the Abbot, brother of Oswald, for the battle which he ought to
have done against Geoffrey the Little."
(Oswald's brother, the Abbot of Chertsey, a previous owner of the land, having failed in his writ of right,
the issue of which was to have been tried by battle, had incurred a forfeiture to the King which was
compounded by the yearly render of 2 marks or 2 hawks).
(Pechingeorde Manor is now extinct and it is thought to have contained Polesden and Bagden).
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CHAPTER 4
LAND TENURE IN ENGLAND

In the English system of land tenure before the Conquest, all men held by custom, which differed from place
to place and according to status. Since the conversion of the English to Christianity, however, the King had
made grants of land by Charter (that is, written instruments modelled on those of the late Roman Empire) by which
the beneficiary enjoyed the special privilege of holding by "Book-land", and this most coveted privilege was the
right of the holders to dispose of their land freely on whatever terms they wished. After the Conquest "Book-
land" as a legal concept disappeared and the great mass of the English population went on holding by
customary or folk law.

The Normans owed their English estates to the King's gift. These estates had been granted by the King to his
personal followers, without charters, as tenants in chief, who made grants to sub-tenants who could themselves
assign fractions of the estate to others. Feudal tenure was a hierachy of relationships that bound all together. It
was a mutual dependence of lords and vassals.

The Frank Pledge system of local government, in operation by King Henry I's reign (1100 - 1135) implied
an association freely entered into by neighbours, but it was later enforced by the Sheriff, who toured the
Hundred Courts twice a year.

(1) Tenures in Chivalry
The usual tenures by which the great barons held of the Crown were "Tenures in Chivalry", the essence of

which was Knight Service, the liability to serve, or provide one or more fully equipped knights to serve the
King in his wars for 40 days in the year. In 1166 a money payment in lieu called "Scutage" was introduced.

The principal incidents of Knight Service were (1) the Act of Homage (swearing to become the king's man)
and the Oath of Fealty (undertaking to perform feudal services); (2) a money payment called a "Relief by an
heir on admittance to his inheritance; (3) Wardship and Marriage - the lord was entitled to wardship and the use
of the lands of an heir under 21; (4) Escheat was the lord's right to resume possession if the tenant died without
heirs; (5) Suit of Court — the tenant's duty to attend and to give judgement in the lord's Baronial or Customary
Courts.

(2) Spiritual Tenures
Spiritual tenure was divided into (1 )  "Frankalmoin" and (2) "Divine Service". "Frankalmoin" was the

survival of a Saxon law and implied an indefinite promise to pray for the soul of the donor. For "Divine Service"
the tenant promised a definite number of prayers, which promise might be enforced in the King's Court. This
tenure was abolished by Act of Parliament in 1660.

(3) Tenure in Socage
Tenure in Socage differed from Knight's Service mainly in that military service was replaced by one of

agricultural value, i.e. so many days ploughing in the lord's fields, such services being gradually commuted for
annual payments.

(4) Copyhold Tenure
Copyhold tenure to which English land might be subject as late as 1925 is the name of the old villeinage and

is so called because the tenant held literally by a copy of the Court Roll of the Manor which he was
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given when admitted to the tenancy, and "at the will of the lord and according to the custom of the Manor".
This tenure was abolished in 1926. It was a system far older than feudalism dating back to primitive
methods of agriculture when the inhabitants almost certainly owned in common the land they cultivated. After
the Norman Conquest the customs were absorbed into the feudal system and the tillers of the soil found
themselves part of the Manorial System.

The copyholders' services were (1) Suit of Court, i.e. attendance at the lord's Court (2) Heriot Right, i.e. the
lord's claim to the best beast on the tenement at the death of the tenant (3) Fines or money payments on
alienation of property payable on admission of a new tenant (normally two years improved rent) (4) Customary
Services i.e. the liability to do so many days work on the lord's demesne, later changed to money payments.

With the scarcity of labour caused by the Black Death (1349) the lot of the villeins rapidly improved, and
most of them were personally free by the end of the Middle Ages. The villein tenant became a copyholder.
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CHAPTER 5

THE MANORIAL SYSTEM

A typical Manor consisted of (1) land belonging to the lord and the Manor House, which was called his
"Demesne", (2) land held of the Lord by free tenants whether in Knight Service or Socage, and (3) land held
of the Lord by the villeins, (4) the cottages of the tenants and (5) the common fields and the waste. The Manor
House was the chief house in the district from which to collect taxes due from inhabitants.

The common fields were large enclosures divided into numerous strips called furlongs, separated from each
other by raised banks or balks. (These balks can still be seen in Effingham in High Barn Lane). The Lord of the
Manor, the Parson in respect of his glebe, and each of the tenants in respect of his holding had one or more strips
in each field. The rotation of crops being then unknown, each arable common field had to lie fallow between
each crop. Where a common field was under grass the owner of each strip had to harvest his hay by Lammas
Day (1st August) when the whole field was open to the tenants to pasture their commonable beasts until the
following Lady Day (25th March).

In the British Museum there is correspondence of the early 19th century between a land surveyor, Mr. lago,
and Mr. George Fournier. Mr. lago had the job of sorting out the tithable lands in Effingham for Mr. George
Fournier who had bought the Great Tithes of the parish as an investment. The Surveyor tells his employer that
some of the land concerned is Lammas Land, a fact which was not disclosed at the sale. Had it been disclosed,
he says, the land would have been withdrawn from the sale, or the price would have been greatly reduced.

The affairs of the Manor were settled in the Manor Courts either "Court Leet with view of Frank Pledge"
as at Effingham East Court or "Court Baron" as at Effingham Manor.

Court Leet with view of Frank Pledge

Frank Pledge was the ancient obligation of all men over 12 years of age to belong to a tithing or pledge within
the Hundred for the keeping of the King's peace. It was originally the duty of the Sheriff to "view" these Pledges
at the Court of the Hundred, but as the local lords acquired greater powers so the right to hold Court Leet with
view of Frank Pledge became a coveted liberty as giving exemption from Shrieval interference. These Courts
dealt chiefly with the election of Manorial Officers — Constable, Ale Taster, Pounder etc., and, up to the 17th
century, with petty misdemeanours, many similar to those dealt with at Quarter Sessions and Archdeacons' Courts.

Court Baron

The Court Baron was mainly concerned with changes in tenancy of copyholders, with minor
infringements of property rights, the regulation of the common fields and meadows, the over stocking of
commons, the clearing of ditches and the lopping of trees fronting highways, and the failure to do labour service
well or at all.

The following incidents were recorded at the first Court Baron of Thomas Turgis, Lord of the Manor of
Effingham, on 27th May, 1651:-

(1) Pound "They also give the lord to understand that the Pound of the Manor is ruinous and in great
decay and humbly desire remedy."
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Manor without the permission of the said lord and is therefore in mercy 12d." ("In
mercy" — i.e. Amercement or fine — the more common Manorial Penalty.)

(3) "Encroachment. They also present that William Sinke and Lawrence Sinke have since the last court
encroached upon the lord's wast of this Manor half an acre more or less, and it is ordained that they lay
out the same before 14 days after Michaelmas next under pain of forfeiting to the Lord of the Manor
40s."
(4) "Also they present William Sinke and his mother for lopping and poling the trees upon the Lord's
wast of this Manor, therefore in mercy 12d."
(The Sjnkes were tenants of Slaters Oak at this time.)
(5) "Also at this Court it is ordained with the consent of the Lord and of the tenants of the Manor
aforesaid that if any person shall after this Court cut any feme upon the common of the Manor before
the Feast of St. Bartholomew (24th August) now ensuing that he or they shall forfeit to the Lord for
every such time of cutting 5s. Od."
At each Court the names of the homage or jury were recorded, with "Essoines" or excuses for non-

attendance and the names of the tenants and residents owing Suit of Court who had made default.
The Manor Court Roll recording proceedings and nearly always written in Latin before 1733 (except between

1651—60), served as a registry for all copyhold properties, buildings and land. Manorial Courts were entitled
to make their own by-laws.

The entries relating to freeholders relate to their land also. The death of a freehold tenant or the
alienation of his land led to the entry of the heir or purchaser in acknowledgment of tenure and the payment
of a "relief" to the lord.

The copyhold tenant was "admitted" to his property, but on payment of a "fine" which might be arbitrary,
and he was subject to "Heriot" i.e. the seizure of deceased tenant's best beast or chattel. A tenant wishing to sell
or mortgage his holding could "surrender" the same to the lord, when the purchaser or mortgagee would be
admitted or he could "surrender" it to the use of his "Will", remaining in possession till his death, or he could
effect settlements. The "Copy of Court Roll" was the copyholder's proof of tenure.

The Manor in some cases covered the same area as the parish, but in other cases the parish might contain more
than one Manor; in Effingham there were the Manors of Effingham and Effingham East Court, and in addition about
450 acres belonged to the Manor of Byfleet-Cum-Membris (With-its-Members) and other parcels of land
belonged to the Manors of Little Bookham, East Horsley ,and West Horsley. (See Map of Manors). The tenants
of these lands owed Suit of Court to their Manors in the same way as the tenants owed Suit of Court to
Effingham and Effingham East Court Manors and they could be tenants of more than one Manor.

Tenants of fertile regions of the Manors acquired rights over the waste land belonging to the local Manors,
which had never been cultivated because of its poor soil, and they could graze cattle on it. Cattle that strayed
off the commons were caught and put in a Pound, i.e. a wooden fenced enclosure, from which they could only
be retrieved by their owners on the payment of a small fee to the Lord of the Manor. Commoners, i.e. Manorial
tenants, could cut furze and brushwood for fuel or roof repairs. The Pound on Effingham Lower Common was at
the entrance to Lower Farm. Effingham Lower Common (140 acres) and Banks Common (33 acres) are on the
heavy London clay and are often impassable in winter or wet weather but are baked hard and deeply cracked in
summer.
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CHAPTER 6

THE DOMESDAY SURVEY AND THE MANOR OF EFFINGHAM

It seemed a formidable task to attempt to interpret the Domesday Survey into modern terms but, as
previous efforts, notably Manning and Bray (1804) and Victoria County History (1910), seemed rather
confusing it was decided to make the attempt, having regard to the enormous amount of research which has been
done in recent years and particularly to Mr. John Harvey's map, which forms the basis of our own map, to Mr.
Harvey's notes and those of the late Major B. Campbell Cooke, a descendant of the Effingham Cookes, and the
publication of the Cartularies of Chertsey Abbey by the Surrey Record Society. The main problem was to decide
the exact location of the various sections of the Domesday survey and the following explanation is offered and is,
of course, open to correction:-

(1) The Chertsey Abbey Holding
Chertsey Abbey held land in Effingham from the 7th century until the Dissolution of the monasteries in 1537

by Henry VIII but no records of it could be found. Oswald, who held the land of the Abbey in 1086, was the
brother of the Abbot, Wulfwold, and he may have been one of the thegns who submitted to King William for he
was allowed to keep the holding which he had in the time of King Edward the Confessor.

The Abbey's possessions fell into two main divisions of Spiritualities and Temporalities and included in
Spiritualities were tithes. In the 12th century the landowner was bound to pay tithes to the Church but was not
bound to pay them to his parish church, and the Abbey had been given the Effingham tithes by their tenant
Oswald de la Lega in the reign of King Stephen (1135—54). This was changed into a pension of £2.10.0. in
1308 at the request of Merton Priory, who held the patronage of Effingham Church, the Priory of Merton
henceforth receiving the tithes.

The Temporalities of the Abbey consisted of Manors, lands and rents. The Manors were of three kinds, (1)
Demesne Manors, i.e. those held in the Abbot's hands; (2) those held by Knight's service and (3) those held of it
in free socage by tenants owing rents and perhaps other services. The Introductory Notes to the Chertsey
Cartularies published by the Surrey Record Society (Vol. 12) explains that the Manor Courts were held in the
Demesne Manors by the Abbey's Steward and in some cases records of rents and services in nearby Manors
were included with the nearest demesne Manor. Bookham was a Demesne Manor (Effingham was not) and it is
suggested that if a Bookham rental could be found, the Effingham records might be included in it.

The discovery in the archives of the Surrey Record Office of the original grant of land in Effingham made
by King Edward VI to Lord William Howard in 1550 proves this suggestion to be correct, as the details of it
are included on a Bookham rental. Part of the land described was later known as the Manor of Effingham.

A translation of the document is as follows: —

"County of Surrey - Parcel of lands and possessions lore
of the Monastery of Chertsey in the aforesaid County as
follows: —
Manor of Bookham...........................................................

Parcell of lands and possessions bought of John
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19s.3V2d.

Manor of
Effingham
in the County
aforesaid

Value in

Leigh Esq. in the County aforesaid as follows: -
Rents of Assize of the free tenants of our lord the King in
Effingham per year with 18d. of free rent for a close called
Great Frith as shown in preceding account

Rents of copyhold tenants in Effingham aforesaid by year

Rent of tenants at will in Effingham aforesaid by year

Farm of 94 acres of land lying in the Westefeild, one close of
pasture called Shepfelde lying at Hammonde Hedge with a close
called Buckhurste containing by estimation 60 acres in le
spaces, barn within the Manor there, a close of pasture there
called le Nether feilde with le launde containing by estimation
60 acres, a meadow there called le launde meade, containing
by estimation 3 acres of pasture, a wood called little lychewood,
an acre of land late in the tenure of Wm. Sawyer, 2 acres and a
half of land at Calkham, all of which premises lie and are in the
parish of Effingham aforesaid and likewise in the tenure of
Lawrence Atwood by Indenture and rent per year

Farm of a tenement called Crochers with an orchard and garden
adjacent; 16 acres of land in Westfelde there, 2 approx acres of
land in Estefeilde

A close called Estonfeild containing by estimation 4 acres 6s.8d.
A close called Little Roydons 6s.8d. and a close called Cragle
Close 4d. which premises lie and are in Effingham aforesaid and
are likewise in the tenure of Lawrence Atwood and return in all
by year

Farm of 20 acres of land in Westefeilde, a close called
Overlingfeilde containing by estimation 38 acres, a croft called
Oldelands containing by estimation 4 acres, a meadow called
Roydons Meade, a meadow called Lambesmeade containing by
estimation 10 acres, an acre of land at Heymond Hedge. A
pasture with wood and underwood and 14 acres of meadow
called Norrells Park containing by estimation 69 acres, a close
called Netherwebbfeilde, containing by estimation 16 acres of
pasture wood called Create Hitherwood all together in
Effingham aforesaid and in the tenure of Wm. Parre by indenture
and rent per year

Farm of a close called Upper Webbfield containing by estimation
16 acres and a half, a close called Upper Roydon containing by
estimation 8 acres in the tenure of Wm. Findon and returning
by year

Farm of a crofte called Asheholte Rydon in Effingham afore-
said in the tenure of Wm. Cooke and returning per year

Farm of a messuage called Hansordes in Effingham aforesaid
and 3 Closes adjacent to the same messuage and a croft, called
Birdescrofte containing by estimation 3 acres, 14 acres in Castle-
feilde, 3 acres lying in Bornecote Hedge and 3 acres of meadow
and 2 acres of wood upon Longe Hedge, all lying in

35s. 8d.

£10. 1s.

18s. 2d.

24s .6d.

£6. 5s 4d.

26s. 8d.

2s. 4d. £25. 13s 9½d.

20s. 4d.

19s. 3½d.
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The King's Majesty's pleasure by the advice of his Council is that the Lord William Howard shall have these
premises of his Majesty to him and his heirs and therefore makes a grant to him accordingly.

(sgd) R. SAKEVILE
Memo, that Wm. Lord Howard to have of the King's Majesty by way of a gift the Manor lande tenements and
hereditaments contained in the particulars hereunto annexed being of the yearly value on the same particulars
expressed. In witness whereof I have sealed and subscribed this bill by my own hand the 15th day of March in
the fourth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord Edward VI by the Grace of God, King of England, France
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, of the Church of England and also of Ireland the Supreme Head.

(sgd) W. HOWARD"

(2) Excavations at Effingham La Legh (Part of Chertsey Abbey Holding)

Oswald, the tenant of Chertsey Abbey mentioned in the Domesday Survey, or his descendants, seem to have
taken the name of de la Legh or la Lega and their holding was called the Manor of la Legh or la Lega. Later
records refer to two subordinate Manors - Effingham la Legh or la Lega and Effingham la Place, and in 1449
Laurence a Downe of Downside, King's Servant, was the tenant of both these Manors. From then onwards they
descended together as Effingham Manor and are included in the lands granted to Lord William Howard by
Edward VI.
In Magna Britannia published in the early part of the 18th century there is a note of an ancient seat of the At
Lee family of Effingham, said to be overgrown with rushes: "In the upper part of this parish is a house still
called Lee House and in the lower part is a wood called Lee Wood, in which is a moat nearly square, enclosing
something more than an acre of land, now overgrown with copse wood and trees".
This moated site in Great Lee Wood, identified as that of the Manor House of Effingham la Legh, Manor of early
mediaeval date, was excavated by members of the Leatherhead & District History Society and Surrey
Archaeological Society in 1952 — 53, and they have kindly given us permission to use their findings. (The full
report is in Volume 1 No. 9. 1955 of the Proceedings of the Leatherhead & District History Society).
It is recorded that "in 1312 Walter de Geddynges held the Manor of la Legh jointly with Maud or Matilda and died
leaving her surviving. Walter was Sheriff of Surrey in 1302 and 1307 and he is commemorated by a monumental
inscription in the Parish Church. They were tenants of the de la Legh family, who held the manor of Chertsey
Abbey.
In 1317 Thomas de Geddynges, Walter's heir, died seised of the third part of a curtilage, (i.e. a piece of ground
lying near and belonging to a dwelling house) in Effingham held of the Earl of Gloucester by 4d a year and other
lands paying 5s. 5Vkl. and doing Suit to his Court at Est Court. He also held 40 acres in Polesden of the Manor
of la Legh which was in the hands of Matilda de Geddynges, and he held 2 acres of wood and 29 acres of la Place
in Effingham, of the same Manor. He also held of Peter le. . . at la Place, a hall, chamber, granary and dovehouse
by the service of Id. The jury found that Walter, son of Walter de Geddynges, the brother of Thomas, was the heir
apparent of Thomas, aged 24, but that the wife of Thomas was pregnant (as it was said) and near her time, and she
had married after the death of Thomas. (Escheat 10 Edward II V. 42).
In 1329 William de Bohun had a grant from King Edward III of free warren to him and his heirs in Effingham
la Lega (Cart. 2. Edward III V. 60). In the 8th year of that reign William de la Legh, son and heir of William de la
Legh of Hertyn in Sussex, had lands in Effingham.
From the foregoing it appears fairly certain that the de Geddynges family were the first actual occupants of the
moated manor house site of whom we have any record, and that they were there as tenants of the de la Leghs.
If, however, after the death of the brothers Thomas and Walter, William de Bohun was the final tenant to
reside here it would accord fairly well with the date of the latest pottery which the excavations have

Effingham  and  in the  tenure  of  Wm.  Findon by
Indenture and rent per year

Pleas or perquisites of Court therein normal years

Deductions. Fee of the Bailiff there
per year

Fee of the steward there per year.

And values clear per year £24. 4s. 5½d.

6s. 8d.

20s. 8d.

4s.2d.

40s.
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produced, since the latter appears to be of the mid-14th century. This is the very latest to which it can be dated
and a slightly earlier date is perhaps more probable. In this case it may well be that the site was never occupied
again after the death of the last of the de Geddynges, and sometime between 1320 and 1330 it was finally
abandoned". ("Matilda Ate Lynde" appears in the Surrey Taxation return for 1332 and is probably the widow
of Walter de Geddynges referred to above).

"A Manor House on such a site, apart from means of defence, surrounded by wet and waterlogged land for
much of the year can never have been a healthy one, and this, as well as increasing ideas of comfort as regards
Manor Houses in the 14th century, must have had much to do with the final abandonment of dwellings of this
type.

With only one trench excavated, the actual size, shape or type of Manor House cannot be known.
A few fragments of Roman bricks, tiles and pottery were found but they do not suggest a pre-Conquest

occupation of the site. They may have been brought from the Roman site at Chatley Farm, Cobham, 3 miles
away.

The excavators found a quantity of broken roof tiles and one complete mediaeval roof tile, slightly convex,
of a brown colour and coarse texture measuring 6'A" x 10%", dressed blocks or pieces of blocks of Reigate
sandstone and a considerable number of iron nails. The outer walls of flint are 100 ft. apart and there is a long
stretch of cob floor in the centre. The great chalk blocks suggest interior walls or partitions.

The small finds included a broken foot from the leg of a cast bronze cauldron, probably of a date about
1280-1300, a common mediaeval bronze ring brooch, complete with pin, and an iron drophandle with plain
knob terminal.

The pottery falls into 3 main classes: —
(1) Shell gritted ware (heavily gritted with pounded oyster shells), (2) hard, sandy ware, very similar to some

Roman coarse ware and (3) glazed ware, both early "patchy" glazed vessels, and later well glazed ware of a very
hard red or brown red clay. It was concluded that the large and fairly brittle shell gritted pots were made
locally because, on account of their brittleness, they could not have been brought from afar, and they are surfaced
with red ochre, a material (in its yellow unburnt state) present in the local clay. The pottery was mostly found
in fragments except a nearly complete pot, found in an upper level of the moat. They date from the second half
of the 12th century to the early 14th century".

The excavations were carried out under the direction of the late Mr. A. T. Ruby, M.B.E. and the late Captain
A. W. G. Lowther, F.S.A. The conclusion was that if further excavations are undertaken a mediaeval Manor
House plan of considerable interest would be disclosed.

(3) The Howards in Effingham Manor and Hansardes.
It is possible to identify part of the Chertsey Abbey holding granted to Lord William Howard as the later Manor

of Effingham (See Map of Manors). A few of the field names have survived, some in corrupted forms.
In addition to the Manor of Effingham, in the Grant there is the holding called "Hansardes" (possibly

Effingham House, now the Golf Club). In 1618 Charles, first Earl of Nottingham of Armada fame, son of the
first Lord Howard of Effingham, granted to Richard Chapleine, his servant, "For and in consideration of the
good and faithful service to him heretofore" all that messuage and tenement called Hansardes in the parish of
Effingham and all lands and meadows thereto belonging for three lives to and during the natural life of R.
Chapleine, Margery his wife, and Elizabeth his daughter, in and during the longest liver of them for 40s yearly
rent."

The first Earl of Nottingham died in 1624. In 1633 the Manor was leased by his son for 10 years "in
consideration of a certaine sum of money and for divers other good causes and considerations."

In 1642 there was a lease for 31 years "by way of indemnifying lessee for being bound for Nottingham." The
second Earl of Nottingham died 8th October, 1642. Early in 1643 the then Earl, the 4th son of the first Earl
by his second wife, settled the Manor of Effingham on his eldest son, Charles Howard, Lord Howard of
Effingham "in consideration of natural love and affection" but later in the same year a lease was granted to Mr.
Thomas Turgis, Citizen and Grocer of London, for 21 years, in payment of the Earl of Nottingham's debts. This
lease covered the Lordship of Effingham and also "the messuage Hansardes now or late in the tenure of Richard
Chapleine, Gent., servant to the Earl, together with the Manor House belonging to said Manor, provided that
if the Earl of Nottingham pays certain sums to Mr. Turgis, this agreement to be void".

On 3rd November, 1643 it was decided to make sale of the Manor at the highest rate, to discharge the Earl's
debts.

In 1646 Richard Chapleine leased to Thomas Turgis "Hansardes" for the rest of his term for £100
consideration money, provided that if Chapleine paid £104 to Mr. Turgis on the 22nd January following, the
agreement would be null and void.
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The final transaction of the Howards in Effingham came on 18th September, 1647, in the following Deed:-
"Know all men by these presents that I, Charles, Erie of Nottingham, begotten by Rt. Hon. the Lady Margaret,
late wife of late Erie of Nottingham, also deceased, do hereby acknowledge and confess that I have had and
received several tymes before and at the date hereof, of Thomas Turgis, Citizen and Grocer of London, the sum
of £3,600 in full satisfaction for the full price and absolute purchase of all that Manor and Lordship of
Effingham."
On 15th May 1647 Richard Chapleine made a conditional assignment to Thos. Turgis of the lease of the

messuage and lands known as Hansardes in consideration of a loan of £600.
The original deeds of these transactions are in Guildford Muniment Room.
Thomas Turgis bought Lower Gatton in 1654 and represented the borough in Parliament in 1659 and in the

Convention Parliament which assembled at Westminster and proclaimed Charles Stuart King of England on 8th
May 1660. Thomas Turgis died in 1661 and was succeeded by his son, another Thomas, who represented
Gatton in the Cavalier Parliament until his death in 1701.

(4) The Manor of Effingham after the Howards
By his Will proved in 1705, a Thomas Turgis gave the Manor of Effingham to William, third son of Thomas

Urry of Gatcombe, Isle of Wight, subject to some interest which his wife Mary had in part of it. The Manor
passed to Thomas Urry who died unmarried in 1776, giving his estates to his niece Elizabeth Browne (who
married Windsor Heneage), with the instruction that the Court of the Manor of Effingham should be kept every
3 years. Elizabeth Heneage had by her husband two daughters, Elizabeth and Mary, who became co-heirs.
Elizabeth married Basil Fitzherbert, Squire of Swynnerton, Staffs., and Mary married William Fitzherbert Brock-
holes of Claughton Hall, Lanes. Thomas Fitzherbert Brockholes, son of Mary and William, inherited the Manor in
1832, on the death of his mother, and put it up for sale in lots in the same year.

Mr. Michael Fitzherbert Brockholes of Claughton, Lanes., a descendant of Thomas Fitzherbert Brock-
holes, has kindly shown us a Deed giving particulars of the sale. The estate consisted of the Upper and Lower Farms,
Banks, Lee Woods, sundry cottages and detached lands, containing in all about 800 acres, but did not mention
Hansardes or Crochers, which formed part of the Howard Grant.

The Manor House, described as "neat and substantial" was comprised in the Homestead of the Upper Farm.
(This house is now called "Browns" after Mr. Samuel Brown, a tenant farmer of the late 19th century). It is
a curious coincidence that it was Elizabeth Browne who brought the estate to Windsor Heneage, in whose
diary, Mr. Fitzherbert Brockholes tells us, is the note "bought a new bay wig and went to court Miss Browne".

The Manor House contained two parlours, kitchen, back kitchen and wash house, 5 bedrooms and 2 servants'
rooms with garden, orchard, farm yard, rick yard and a range of convenient farm buildings, consisting of two
capital barns, nag and farm stables, cow stalls, granary, cattle shed, and other offices adjoining a paddock of
superior grassland abutting on the turnpike road in the centre of the village of Effingham and close to the
church. It is said to have possessed views of great beauty and extent. It was sold in 1832 to Sir Thomas Hussey
Apreece, Bart., with 358 acres 1 rood 9 perches, including Lee Woods, together with the Manor of Effingham,
its Fines, Heriots, Privileges, Quit Rents and the Manorial Rights over the waste lands within the Manor, "with
the right of deputing a gamekeeper". Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece was living at Effingham House (now the golf
club) when he bought the Manor and he continued to reside there as Lord of the Manor until he died shortly
afterwards. (The original Manor House now called Browns became the Manor Farm).

The Lower Farm is described as consisting of a substantial brick built Farmhouse, containing 2 parlours,
kitchen, wash house, cellar and 4 bedrooms, with garden and spacious farm and rick yards, and convenient farm
buildings.

Lot one is described as a "desirable small farm called Whitehall and Banks, comprising two cottages (now called
Banks Cottages) and 70 acres, 1 rood, 19 perches, and useful meadow and woodland situate on the verge of
Effingham Common, and near the road leading from Cobham to Bookham".

Lot eleven is described as a "very eligible dwelling house in Effingham Street surrounded by a large garden
\vith offices, well and water etc., and used as Carpenters' premises, under lease to Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece,
Bart." (This is the site of the house now called "The Cottage" - the present house on this site appears to date
from a somewhat later period). Several parcels of land were included in the sale.

Most of the property in the 1832 sale, including the Manor of Effingham, was bought by Sir Thomas Hussey
Apreece, Bart., and he left this property to Mrs. Lucy Parratt, wife of Captain Hillebrand Parratt,
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and to Miss Louisa Venmore, Spinster, who were all living at Effingham House at the time. It has not been possible,
so far, to establish any relationship between Sir Thomas Apreece (who was of ancient lineage) and his beneficiar-
ies. The estate remained in the Parratt family until 1922 when it was sold by Mrs. Tristram (the last of the Parratt
family to own the Manor of Effingham) to Mr. R. R. Calburn and others. One of Mr. Calburn's sons is now the Lord
of the Manor.

(5) Hansardes
The messuage and lands called "Hansardes" included in the Howard Grant were not mentioned in the sale

of the Manor of Effingham in 1832. It is not possible positively to identify this house but the evidence suggests that
it was on the site of Effingham House, now the Golf Club (but see also Middle Farm p.86).

In the Surrey Taxation Returns of 1332 the name "Letitia Hansard" appears, and the name of Hansard is
found many times as a witness to Charters relating to Effingham in the 14th century.

In 1523 Sir John Legh, as tenant of Chertsey Abbey, left to his nephew, John Leigh, the Manor of
Effingham Hansarde (Prerogative Court of Canterbury) and John Leigh's lease was bought out by King Henry
VIII who had acquired the overlordship of the Manor at the Dissolution of the Monasteries.

In 1605 Charles, Earl of Nottingham, claimed as Baron of Effingham a Capital messuage (un-named) plus 6
acres backside and 6 acres land in the Manor of Byfleet in Effingham and this could be "Hansardes". Effingham
House (now the Golf Club), was re-constructed by David Burnsall, Esq., about 1770 and the freehold may have
been purchased by Burnsall at this time. Among the parish papers is a certificate (7th December, 1773) of consent
to the vicar and churchwardens for building a pew in St. Lawrence's Church. It says that David Burnsall "having
purchased a dwelling house and some land in Effingham where he is making large improvements, and he not being
able to find a proper pew or seat in the Church had applied for liberty to build a pew in the most convenient
place in the church at his own cost". The Churchwardens looked into the matter and decided that a plare
proper for that purpose was in part of West Side, commonly called St. Lawrence's Chapel "and is part of
which formerly belonged to Mr. Finden who lived in and owned the said house that said Mr. Burnsall has
purchased." Hansardes was in the tenure of William Finden when it was granted to Lord William Howard in 1550
and in 1636 Richard Chapleine granted a lease of it for 21 years to Jane Finden at £20 per annum and half a quarter
of wheat.

Effingham House was one of the properties acquired by General Oliver de Lancey from William Bryant, who
had bought it from Burnsall, and in 1806 he sold it to George Bogle Esq., together with 16 acres of land for
£2,700. George Bogle and his three daughters died in 1815 and there is a large monument to them in the
churchyard. Buried with them is Captain Archibald Bogle who was awarded the V.C. at the time of the Indian
Mutiny.

The property was then acquired by Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece, Bart, who used it as the Manor House after
he purchased the Manor of Effingham.
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CHAPTER 7

THE DOMESDAY SURVEY AND THE MANOR OF EFFINGHAM EAST COURT

(1) Richard of Tonbridge, the De Clares and their descendants 1086 - 1528

According to the Domesday Survey, Oswald held of Richard, son of Earl Gilbert, "Epingeham". This holding
became known later as the Manor of Effingham East Court, presumably because it contained land on the east
side of the parish (see Map of Manors). It was the principal Manor in the parish after Domesday with Court Leet
and View of Frankpledge, and it remained in the possession of Richard's descendants until the last of them to
hold it, the 3rd Duke of Buckingham, executed by Henry VIII- in 1521.

Richard Fitzgilbert of Tonbridge, the first holder of Effingham East Court, was the half-brother of William
the Conqueror by his mother, and second cousin by his father. He accompanied William to England and assisted
him in the Conquest, for which William rewarded him with 38 Manors in Surrey and 94 Manors in Suffolk, which
he held of the Honour of Clare (an Honour being a superior authority on which other Manors depended). In
1073 Richard de Tonbridge was appointed by King William, Chief Justice of England with William de Warren,
1st Earl of Surrey, to act for him while he was in Normandy. Richard is said to have become a monk and to
have died in 1090 at St. Neot's Priory. Richard's grandson, another Richard, was the first to take the name of
"de Clare", by which name the family were subsequently known. He founded Tonbridge Priory. He was slain
by the Welsh in 11 39.

Richard de Clare, Earl of Hertford, the great grandson of the first Richard of Tonbridge, was at
Runnymede with King John in 1215 to seal Magna Carta, and he and his son Gilbert were among the 24 Barons
who were trustees to see that King John carried out his sworn engagements. Earl Richard de Clare, (1222—62) sixth
in descent from Richard de Tonbridge, was one of the benefactors of Westminster Abbey and there his arms "Or
3 chevrons gules" can still be seen.

Gilbert de Clare, seventh in descent from Richard de Tonbridge, Earl of Hertford and Gloucester
(1243—95), who married Joan of Acre, daughter of King Edward I, was called the Red Earl. He took the manor
of Effingham East Court into his own hands and held a capital messuage and tenements here. He died in the
Welsh Marches and was buried in Tewkesbury Abbey. He was succeeded by his only son, Gilbert de Clare, eighth
in direct descent from Richard de Tonbridge. In 1314 Gilbert was slain in Bannockburn, and he was the last
Earl of the famous de Clare family.

On Gilbert's death the de Clare honours fell to his three sisters, Eleanor, Margaret and Elizabeth who founded
Clare College, Cambridge, and through their marriages descended through the de Audleys to the Staffords,
Dukes of Buckingham. Sir Hugh de Stafford (died 1420), Lord Bourchier in right of his wife, left considerable
lands in Chipstead and Caterham, as well as the Manor of Effingham East Court. Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke
of Buckingham, was restored to all his father's honours in 1499, and Archbishop David Mathew in his recently
published book "The Courtiers of Henry VIII" gives us an idea of the Duke's predicament in the reign of that
King. He was one of two stocks to have the misfortune to have claim as heirs general to members of the old
Royal line, having the blood of the White Rose of the House of York, for he was the heir general of the Duke of
Gloucester, the youngest son of Edward I I I .  He was born in 1478 and inherited the last of the great semi-feudal
estates in the south of England. He was a slow-moving and unimaginative man, says Archbishop Mathew, and
seemed always to be most impressed by his own grand descent, but he was very pious and deeply attached to
the old religion, and a great benefactor of the Monasteries, not qualities to make him popular in the Court of
Henry VIII.

In the first years of his reign King Henry VIII was kind to the White Rose families, but he became
increasingly suspicious of them as he grew older, and had no son to succeed him. Edward Stafford was accused
of plotting against the King; the actual charge against him was that of "Imagining the death of the
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Sovereign". Cardinal Wolsey was against his prosecution, but the King was adamant. It appears that at the last
the King was preoccupied with the castles he held, above all perhaps, Tonbridge, which had come to the Staffords
through the de Bohun heiress who had married the Duke of Gloucester, and the de Bohuns had had it as part
of the de Clare inheritance. After trial, before a cross section of the Peerage, he was found guilty and executed
in 1521. All his estates were confiscated and broken up, most of the land going to peers with Court connections.
After his condemnation, he addressed the Lord High Steward and concluded his speech thus:- "My Lord of
Norfolk, you have said as a traitor should be said unto; but I was never one, yet, my Lords, I nothing malign
you for what you have now done to me, and may the Eternal God forgive you my death, as I do. I shall never
sue to the King for life, howbeit he is a Gracious Prince. I beseech you, my Lords, and all my fellows to pray for
me". (G. Leveson Gower: History of Bletchingly).

(2) Tenants of the de Clares in Effingham
The first tenants of the de Clares, about whom we know anything are the Dammartin family, who took their

name from Dammartin, north-east of Paris. They acquired land in England on the 12 century, and held it of
the de Clares, and there is an original Deed in the Minet Library, Camberwell, dated 1st December, 1202
by which King John granted to Odo de Dammartin right of warren in 12 places in Surrey including Effingham,
and Effingham formed part of the dowry of Margery, widow of Odo de Dammartin, who was living in 1231,
(S.A.S. Colls. No. 54) when she was summoned to answer charges of waste and alienation of the estate. She was,
however, able to show that the Heronry in the Manor had been destroyed by her first husband and the alienation
made by her second husband, Geoffrey de Say, from whom she was divorced.

Alice, daughter and heiress of Odo de Dammartin, married Roger de Clare about 1232 and inherited from
him Effingham, Chipstead and other manors. The English branch of this family seems to have died opt in the 13th
century and their lands to have escheated to the de Clares.

(In 1278 it was stated without contradiction that the advowson of Effingham Church had been given by
William de Dammartin to the Priory of Merton) (S.A.S. Vol. 9 Part II).

In the British Museum is an undated Charter (Add. Ch. 20039) (see illustration) thought to be of the 13th
century, which reads, when translated, as follows: —

"Let present and future people know that we Richard De Clare, Earl of Gloucester and Hertford, have given
granted and by our present Charter confirmed to our faithful Nicholas de Leuekenore for his homage and
service all our Manors of Chipsted and Effingham with all their appurtenances, together with the advowson
of the church of Chipsted to have and hold of us and our heirs to him and his heirs his assigns freely quietly
entirely by hereditary right in perpetuity well and peacefully, he and his heirs doing for it to us and to our
heirs the services of two Knights' fees for all services, suits of court and secular demands. We, however,
and our heirs shall warrant the aforesaid Manors with all their appurtenances with the advowson of the
aforesaid church to the aforesaid Nicholas and his heirs in return for the aforesaid service against all persons
in perpetuity

With these as witnesses: Lord Roger de Clifford : Geoffrey de Fanecourt : John Extrancus : Roger de
Staciar : Roger de Wanton : Walter de Kinardeel
Knights: William de Camera : Walter de Pridinton : Richard de Middleton : William de Balesham and
others."

There are also in the British Museum several Charters of the 14th and 15th centuries granting land in the parish
of Effingham, presumably within the Manor of East Court. In 1386, for instance, Robert Noreman of the parish
of Effingham granted to Sir John, the perpetual vicar of Effingham, and Ralph Broun, "all my lands and tenements
with all their appurtenances which I hold in the parish of Effingham aforesaid, paying to the Chief Lords of that
fee the services owed to them and rightly customary. This Charter is given at Effingham on 9th July in the 9th
year in the reign of King Richard II after the Conquest, with these witnesses: —

"Wm. Northwode, Odo Hansard, Robert Crochier, Robert Carpenter, Wm. Bolle, Simon Alihay and many
others".
The surnames of most of these witnesses appear in the Lay Subsidy List for 1332, and became attached to

houses and fields in Effingham.



22

4. Charter and seal of Richard, Earl of Gloucester
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(3) Effingham East Court and King Henry VIII
In 1528 Henry VIII granted the Manor of Effingham East Court to John Bourchier, Lord Berners, the translator

of the Froissart Chronicles. He died in 1532 and the Manor came again into the King's possession. He gave it to
Henry Courtenay, Marquess of Exeter, a descendant of the House of York. Archbishop Mathew says in The
Courtiers of Henry VIII that he had great estates in the West Country, but he.divided his time between his house
at Horsley and his London mansion "The Red Rose". He was not in general interested in books, but was
accustomed to study a fine volume with the arms of the Knights of the Garter beautifully tricked out. Jugglers
appealed to him and he liked to watch displays of wrestling and to hear his servants "sing properly in three man
songs".

The Courtenays had no claim whatever to the throne as long as the King and his two sisters lived and had issue.
Their sole claim was derived from the Marquess of Exeter's mother, the Lady Catherine, who was the younger
sister of Queen Elizabeth, Henry VII's wife. Henry Courtenay's downfall came about through his cousin Sir
Geoffrey Pole, the youngest son of the Countess of Salisbury, who was arrested and accused of holding illicit
communication with his brother, Cardinal Reginald Pole, then in exile. Under pressure, Sir Geoffrey gave
evidence which put his cousin, the Marquess, within reach of the law, and on examination of the household at
Horsley, one hundred and thirty Courtenay dependants provided further data.

In his fifth examination Sir Geoffrey Pole described how when riding between London and Horsley the Lord
Marquess had said that he had been compelled to leave his Constableship of Windsor and take Abbey lands
instead. "What" Sir Geoffrey had exclaimed "Be you come to this point to take Abbey lands now?" "Yes" said
he - "Good enough for a time. They must have all again one day." (State letters and papers XIII No. 804
Examination of Sir Geoffrey Pole). The Marquess of Exeter was found guilty and executed in 1540.

Effingham East Court was then granted to Sir Anthony Brown, several times Knight of the Shire, son of the
Constable of Surrey and Lucy Nevil, daughter of John, Marquess of Montacute, Master of the Horse to the King,
created Viscount Montague, of West Horsley Place and Cowdray Place in Sussex.

Although the Montagues remained attached to the Old Religion, and had to pay heavy fines for their
recusancy, they did not die violent deaths while they were in possession of Effingham East Court. In fact, Queen
Elizabeth visited Viscount Montague at West Horsley Place in 1593 when he was dying, she not wishing, as
she said "to make windows into men's souls".

There is a surviving lease (212/41/1) in the County Record Office dated 14th July, 1631, granting to Abraham
Atlee 20!/2 acres of arable and pasture land dispersed in the common fields of Effingham, signed by the Rt. Hon.
Francis Lord Viscount Montague, and the Rt. Hon. Jane Viscountess Montague, his mother. "At the feasts
of St. Michael the Archangel and the Annunciation of our Blessed Lady, St. Mary the Virgin" £5 was payable
at Cowdray House, Midhurst.
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CHAPTER 8

EFFINGHAM EAST COURT (CONTINUED)

(1) The White Family

The Manor of Effingham East Court was sold by the Montagues later in the 17th century to Thomas Gray,
from whom it descended to Thomas White of Horsham from his grandfather Matthew Taylor, and it was retained
in the White family until 1790, when it was sold by William White to William Bryant for £10,000.

No early detailed description of this Manor has been found. In the marriage settlement of Thomas White and
Jane Pellat in 1695 it is referred to as "All that the Manor of Effingham East Court, with rights, members
and appurtenances. All that tenement and farm called Nice Court now or late in occupation of John Finden or
his assigns, with houses, tofts, barns, etc. Courts Leet, Courts Baron, perquisites of court, commons belonging to
the Manor, and also all that Rectory and Parsonage Impropriate of the parish church of Effingham, also all houses
etc., glebe lands, privileges to said Rectory and all other messuages T. White had in any estate of inheritance".

In 1768 Bathia White, the daughter of the Lord of the Manor, married Charles Pilfold, who was the tenant
of the Manor and lived in the village for many years. In 1788 their son, James, took over the management of
the farm and lands in Effingham.

William White was Chief Magistrate of Horsham in the late 18th century.

(2) Effingham East Court Manor House
References in the Parish Register and Memorandum Book indicate that the ancient Manor House of

Effingham East Court, occupied the site of the small enclosed coppice at the north east corner of the
Churchyard, which looks now as though it has been an inhabited site. In one of the Parish Registers Mr. Miller,
Vicar, making a list of the Glebeland belonging to the Vicar of Effingham, mentions "part of ye close next the
church yard from the north east corner of the Vicar's orchard to East Court Manor House."

In 1720 Mr. Miller wrote in the Memorandum Book "Wm. Lee then told me as from my neighbour Finden
himself — that yr were 6 years to come of his lease which I suppose to be from Michaelmas next." "Neighbour
Finden" was presumably the "John Finden" mentioned in the marriage settlement of Thomas White as
occupying the Manor of Effingham East Court. The Findens were an ancient Effingham family, and several
members of it were living here at this period.

A later note dated 20th June, 1788 in one of the Parish Registers is as follows: —
"For the satisfaction of my successors as Vicars of Effingham, to prevent all dispute in future between any
of them and the Impropriator of the great tithes of the parish" (i.e. the Lord of the Manor of Effingham
East Court), "be it known that a partition pale dividing the yard of the Impropriator from that of Vicar has
been and is to be erected and kept up at joint expense of both, the former finding timber and the latter
workmanship. So was it done before my time and during my residence in the Vicarage, George Monk,
carpenter, erecting a part of the pale in the year 1788 with timber furnished by Mr. White, the then
Impropriator and receiving pay for his work from me. And further be it known that the pale aforesaid
according to best information I could procure was formerly carried on in a straight line through the now
Impropriator's yard to the utmost boundary next to the lane and that the part included betwixt the said
pale and the vicarage stable was given up to the Impropriator in consideration of liberty
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granted to the Vicar and to be used by his successors forever to enter at any time yard of Impropriator with
any carriage to deposit any load of coal, wood and other material with more convenience in the yard of
Vicar."

(3) General Oliver de Lancey's Arrival
In 1799, after several intermediate ownerships, the Manor of Effingham East Court was acquired by General

Oliver de Lancey from Mr. John Fuller, of Givons Grove, Leatherhead.
General Oliver de Lancey (1749—1822) was the elder son of General Oliver de Lancey, an American Loyalist

during the American War in Independence, who came from a wealthy Huguenot family of Caen in Normandy
which emigrated to America on the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (18th October, 1685), and bought large
estates in the Colony of New York according to the Dictionary of National Biography.

The younger Oliver de Lancey was educated in Europe and entered the English Army as a Cornet in the 14th
Dragoons in 1766. He was promoted Captain of the 17th Dragoons in 1773. When the American War of
Independence broke out in 1774, he was sent to New York to make arrangements for the remounting and
accommodation of his own regiment and the Royal Artillery. He became Deputy Quarter Master General to
the force sent to South Carolina, and after serving at the capture of Charleston he became Aide-de-Camp to Lord
Comwallis and later Adjutant General to the Army in New York. He was promoted Lt. Col. of the 17th Dragoons
and returned to England with his father at the conclusion of peace and the recognition of the Independence of the
U.S.A.

King George III appointed de Lancey to settle the military claims of the loyal Americans and in 1794 he received
the post of Barracks Master General with an income of £1500 a year. On 20th May 1795 the King gave him the
Colonelcy of the 17th Dragoons "spontaneously to the great surprise of the said de Lancey and I believe of
every other person." (Cornwallis correspondence). In September 1796 he entered Parliament as M.P. for
Maidstone, a seat which he held till June 1802.

It is not known how de Lancey became acquainted with the village of Effingham. His name appears for the
first time in the Land Tax Assessment for the village as the occupier of a house in 1795. In 1796 he was the
occupier of the Manor of East Court and the house, late Burnsall, (Effingham House) and in 1798 he was the
owner of "Part Coopers" (the Old Black Horse) and owner and occupier as well of Mare House (ex Sir William
Geary), Tib House, Bools (ex Cooks) and a house and Smith's shop. By 1802 he owned 24 holdings in the parish
including the Manor of Effingham East Court. His intention, apparently, was to consolidate his holdings into one
large estate in the south of the parish, after buying out the Copyholds (see Map of Fields).

In 1803 he sold Nyce Court Farm, (which he called "Indian Farm") copyhold land and all tithes
belonging to the Rectory Impropriate situated on the north side of the road from Leatherhead to
Guildford, to Mr. William Currie, Lord of the Manor of East Horsley, for £6,976. 8. 0. Indian Farm was so called,
presumably, because one of the fields belonging to Nyce Court Farm was named "Inhams". This name is
derived from Middle English "Innam" - "a piece of land taken in and enclosed", which developed into
"Inhams". "Indian" may have been a scribal error in the first place, but de Lancey may have deliberately
named it like this, and so it has remained.

Swains Critton and Swains Critton Coppice, formerly part of Nyce Court Farm, in the south of the parish,
de Lancey retained (see Map of Fields).

In 1804 the Commissioners of Military Enquiry found serious mistakes in de Lancey's Barracks accounts with
many thousands of pounds unaccounted for. He was removed from his post, but in spite of violent attacks from
the Opposition in Parliament, he was not prosecuted, and was treated rather as having been careless than actually
fraudulent. This must have been very disconcerting for King George III who had declared himself determined
to cleanse political life from the monsters of corruption and immorality when he ascended the throne in 1760,
and there is no doubt about the purity of his intentions.

An Indenture in the Public Record Office 27th August, 1806 between (1) Oliver de Lancey, described as "Lieut.
General of H. M. Forces and sometimes 1st Supt. General of Barracks and afterwards as late Barracks Master General
of all the Barracks of H. M. Forces" (2) the Lords Commissioners of H. M. Treasury and (3) Wm. Mitford and
Joseph Alcock, Treasury Trustees, records that a considerable amount of public money received by de Lancey in
his office as Barracks Master General remained in his hands, the exact amount not having been ascertained.
De Lancey was said to possess freehold and copyhold Manor or Lordship, capital, and other messuages,
farm lands and certain leasehold messuages and land, and also books, household goods and household
furniture, wine and other liquors, farming utensils, hay, corn and straw, growing crops, live and dead
stock in and about the messuages wherein he resided at Effingham. He had proposed to the Lords of the
Treasury that the property should be assigned to the Treasury Trustees, Messrs. Mitford and Alcock, for
sale, and the purchase money applied towards satisfying the balance that was due from him. This
proposal was accepted. Permission was given to the Trustees to proceed with the contract dated 21st
August, 1806 which de Lancey had initiated with George Bogle Esq., for the sale of a freehold messuage
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(Effingham House) and several parcels of land and to complete the contracts for the exchange of land with William
Fitzherbert Brockholes, Esq., and the Reverend William Farley under the Enclosure Award.

In addition, all lands allotted to de Lancey by any Acts of Parliament for enclosing commons in
Effingham East Court or Byfleet were invested in the Trustees.

A Contract dated 21st August, 1804 had been entered into by de Lancey with Rt. Hon. Richard Brinsley
Sheridan, the famous dramatist and politician of Polesden Lacey, one of H. M. Privy Council and Treasurer of
H. M. Navy, for the purchase of 10 acres of land in Effingham for the sum of £500, but no conveyance had been
executed. In case it was found to be impracticable to complete the sale, the sum of £500 with interest was to
be repaid by Sheridan. Sheridan had bought Polesden Lacey in 1796 soon after his second marriage when he was
in a state of acute financial embarrassment. His future father-in-law, the Dean of Winchester, had insisted that
Sheridan should settle £15,000 on his bride, Esther Ogle. This money was raised by pledging the shares of
Drury Lane Theatre and used to purchase Polesden Lacey, but it was irrevocably tied up on their child Charles.

It was later found that Sheridan was unable to prove his title to the 10 acres of land referred to because of
money owing from him upon the balance of his account with the Crown as Treasurer of the Navy, and in an Act
of Parliament (51 Geo. Ill) the Trustees were empowered to purchase the land with other hereditaments
from those able to make good the title as it was said from its contiguity to the capital messuage at Effingham,
it was extremely convenient to be enjoyed therewith, up to £5,000. This sum was later increased to £5,600, the
sum actually paid by the Trustees for the lands, which included Stoneyrock (the home of Henry de la Stanrock
in 1241) and Carters Farm (now Ranmore Farm) parts of which were formerly within the Effingham boundary.

All the properties were surveyed and measured and details are set out in Schedules attached to the Indenture
in the Public Record Office, and for the first time we have an idea of the extent of the Manor of East Court and
the other properties purchased by de Lancey.

An Act of Parliament was passed 13th August, 1807 for discharging from the claims of the Crown the real
and personal estate belonging to General de Lancey in preparation for the sale.

5. Indian Farm
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(4) General de Lancey's Estate

In 1799 de Lancey had built a new Manor House, on the site of Tibbs, which he called Effingham Hill House
(now St. Teresa's Convent). Effingham Hill was the home of William Atte Hulle in 1298. When the estate was
sold in 1813 to Mr. Miles Stringer, the house was described as "a handsome modern structure" (see also p.86).
The basement contained cool ale, beer, and excellent wine cellars. (These were used as air raid shelter during the
second World War 1939—45). There was a paved yard, shoe and knife house, small laundry and wash house,
water house, poultry house and corn room, and an "elegant ornamental Gothic Dairy with marble dressers and
stained glass windows, standing for 4 carriages, stabling for 10 horses, loft and coachman's room, 1 coach yard".
This was surrounded by 45 acres of park and flower gardens with greenhouse.

The forest scenery and rides through the wood were described as particularly romantic and pleasing and the
premises as remarkably well calculated for the increase of game.

The whole estate covered 727 acres which included several copyhold estates bought out by de Lancey. There
were cottages, a hop oast or malt house, straw house, mill house, cattle lodge, brining house, piggery, ox house,
2 granaries, 2 five-bayed barns, brewery and well houses, pigeon house, Bailiff's, Keeper's and Shepherd's
cottages, Huntsman's cottage and Dog Kennels, Blacksmith's Cottage, Forge and other out buildings.

There were 8 copyhold tenants of the Manor of East Court in 1813, all on outlying properties: —
John Marsh — for a cottage on North Common formerly Mabbanks (not identified).
James  Hubbard,   for  a cottage and  12 poles at the East End of Effingham North Common (not
identified).
James Burgess for Slaters Oak.
Mary Geale for a cottage and half an acre in Effingham (now called Flower Cottage).
John Butcher — for an acre of land parcel called Carpenter.
John Chippen - for Riders Corner and 10 poles (Part of Lee Brooke).
Rt. Hon. Richard Brinsley Sheridan for Colgrubbes.
John de Lancey, Esq., for a messuage and 1 acre on the North Common (now called Orchard Cottage).
There were several freehold estates which paid Quit Rents to the Annual Value of £2. 3. 9. and five of the

freeholds were liable to a heriot of the best beast of every person dying, siezed of each estate.
Part of the estate was copyhold of the Manor of Effingham and parts of the Manors of Byfleet, East Horsley

and West Horsley in Effingham (see Map of Manors).

(5) The Cooke family in Effingham
De Lancey built his new Manor House on the site of an ancient copyhold of the Manor of Effingham East

Court, called Tibbs or Tibs. The only explanation which can be offered for the meaning of this name is that it may
have been derived from the diminutive for "Isabel", which is "Tib" (a very common name in the Middle Ages)
as in Shakespeare's "All's Well That Ends Well" - "As Tib's rush for Tom's forefinger" rings made of rushes
being exchanged in rustic mock marriages.

Tibbs (with 30 acres) was one of several copyholds held by the Cookes who were the most substantial family
of yeoman farmers in Effingham from the 13th century onwards, in each generation filling the offices of local
administration such as Parish Clerk, Church Warden, Overseers of the Poor, etc. In 1625 John Cooke
contributed £10 to a loan to King Charles I and in 1655 during the Commonwealth Edmund Cooke appeared in
a list of the names of persons with Royalist sympathies.

Their fortunes declined during the 18th century in common with the yeoman community in the country as
a whole, which practically died out at this period, an irreparable loss to the nation.

The Deed of Covenant for the sale of the property to de Lancey states that in 1744, John Cooke, son and
heir of John Cooke, "being possessed of a copyhold messuage called Tibbs holden of Effingham East Court did,
for securing the repayment of £200 and interest, surrender the same to the use of Elizabeth Haynes, widow;
£200 was not paid and the said John Cooke, the father, sometime since became a prisoner for debt in the King's
Bench Prison, and was legally discharged from there by virtue of an Act for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors, and
immediately before his discharge subscribed a schedule of his estate and effects which were vested in Thomas
Miller Esq., Clerk of the Peace for Surrey". John Cooke, his son, paid off and discharged the principal money and
interest and was admitted tenant at a Court Baron on 19th November, 1744 after his father's death. He mortgaged
the property in 1761 and redeemed it in 1777. By his will of 1784, John Cooke, the son, devised Tibb House
with 30 acres and other properties to his wife Elizabeth and his sons Robert and Edward to sell for the benefit
of his children, John, Robert, Edward, William, James, Charles and George. He gave his wife plate, linen
and china and such part of household goods
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6. Slaters Oak, Effingham Common

7. Flower Cottage, Effingham Common
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8. Orchard Cottage, Effingham Common

9. Dog Kennel Green
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thought sufficient to furnish a little house and Westmore Messuage farm and lands on condition of the release
and surrender of her customary thirds "it being the mind and interest of me and my said wife that all our
children have equally what it has pleased God to bless us with". When Elizabeth died Westmore was sold to Mr.
William Currie, Lord of the Manor of East Horsley, for £1,000.

The Cookes held Tibbs by the yearly rent of 9 shillings, heriot and other services; when John Cooke was
admitted to the property at the Court Baron on 19th November. 1744 he did fealty and gave to the Lord a fine
for admittance of £26. The Lord of the Manor had nothing for the heriot because at the time of John Cooke's
(the father's) death he had no living animal.

At a Court Baron of John Fuller, Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court, on 22nd January, 1798 Robert
and Edward Cooke, devisees of John Cooke, surrendered Tibbs to Oliver de Lancey on the same terms as his
predecessors.

Also at this Court the Cookes surrendered to the absolute use and behoof of de Lancey a customary messuage
(another copyhold of Effingham East Court) called Neales and 20 acres of land held at a yearly rental of 9s. 4d;
the fine on entry for both properties was £60.

Bowles-Wingate and Deane Brookelands and 65 acres of land (copyhold of the Manor of Byfleet), other
properties included in the Will of John Cooke, were conveyed to de Lancey on 10th February, 1798. These
properties were in the occupation of Robert Lee in 1676 when he married Frances Cooke, (thereby
amalgamating Cooke and Lee holdings) and afterwards of William Cooke, grandfather of John Cooke.

In the Land Tax Assessment for 1780 John Cooke was assessed for Tib House, Boles Wingate, Westmore and
Shorters. By the end of the century most of the Cooke family had left Effingham and disposed of all their
property here. Robert was an Auctioneer at Guildford, John a Vestry Clerk at Leatherhead, William a Victualler at
Shoreditch, Charles a Brazier at Guildford. The late Major B. Campbell Cooke of the Society of Genealogists
was a descendant of this family.

Forty members of the Cooke family met in Effingham in May 1973. They came from different parts of the
world to attend this reunion and many of them were direct descendants of John Cooke who was buried at
Effingham on 25th April 1629.

10. The Cooke family in Effingham
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CHAPTER 9

CONDITIONS IN THE 18TH CENTURY

When King George III ascended the throne in 1760, the population of England was between 6]/2 and 6% million.
It was a stable agricultural society with a high birth rate and death rate. The death rate was slowly beginning to
decline, however, owing to improved medical care spreading from the great London Hospitals (St. Bartholomew's
and St. Thomas'). Medical research was concentrated in the fight against scurvy with an improved and balanced
diet and vaccination was being introduced on a small scale. By the end of George Ill's reign the population had
almost doubled.

The County of Surrey was almost identical with the Domesday County. The villages were self governing
communities ruled by the Manor and the gentry, responsible for law and order each to the other, the
villagers taking turns in carrying out the various offices of local administration, and presided over by the Justice
of the Peace who was himself usually a Lord of the Manor or one of the local gentry.

Jurisdiction over the Hundreds of Copthorne and Effingham was granted by King Charles I to the
Borough of Kingston-upon-Thames on December 4th, 1638.

From the time of Queen Elizabeth (Act of Uniformity 1558) all were compelled to attend their Parish Church,
under penalty of fine, and it was generally a law abiding community. The Parish Registers of Effingham, which
start from 1565, show little evidence of illegitimacy before the 18th century. When it occurred the father of the
illegitimate child or his family was made responsible for the support of the child. Under the Elizabethan Poor
Law Act 1601, the poor were looked after by the Overseers and a rate was levied for their support, augmented
by charitable legacies in some cases, and in some places some of the children were educated, following the
founding of the Charity School Movement for Promoting Christian Knowledge in 1698. The system began to
break down in the middle of the 18th century.

In 1724—25 a Visitation of Effingham was made by Dr. Willis, Bishop of Winchester and his report was as
follows: —

"Vicar — Joseph Godfrey, Patron — the Crown - no Gentry, no dissenters. A school of a dozen children. The
late Vicar, John Miller, left 40s per annum for bread for the poor who were most constant in attendance
at church and the Holy Sacrament. There is a hospital for 3 poor families built and maintained by the
parishioners." (See Almshouses).
Most of the arable land was still farmed in the "open field" or "three-field system". There was a series of bad

harvests between 1 760 and 1 780 causing great discontent and hardship.
Effingham was an "open field" village until the beginning of the 19th century. That is to say that most of

the arable land was in large open fields made up of long narrow strips called furlongs. Every farmer had strips of
land in every field, and the incumbent's glebe and the demesne of the Lord of the Manor were composed of
scattered strips, interspersed among those of other cultivators. Every proprietor grew the same crop as his
neighbours, sowing and harvesting at the same time. The origin of the system may have been to give each
proprietor a fair share of both good and bad land, or perhaps it originated as the land was taken into cultivation.
The usual method of allowing the soil to recover its fertility was to allow it to lie fallow, with a two course
system - wheat or barley, fallow, or a three course system, wheat, barley, fallow, and during their fallow year
the arable fields were used as pasture together with the meadow land after haysel and the unredeemed waste.
In a lease granted by Mary Turgis of Effingham Manor in 1704, the tenant is required "to lay the land to rest in
fallow when occasion shall be to keep the same in heart according to the custom of the country thereabouts."
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There were many economic disadvantages to such a system of husbandry but socially the system had the great
advantage that few countrymen were completely landless, and those without rights in the common fields were
by custom permitted to clear and settle, in some kind of dwelling, upon a piece of waste.

From the 15th century onwards attempts were made to consolidate holdings in compact blocks and there
is reference in Effingham Deeds to ancient enclosure but this was generally very unpopular everywhere
because it was feared that the arable land would be converted to pasture "for the rearing of sheep rather than
men", leading to the de-population of the countryside.

In the 18th century great changes were being introduced into agriculture. In 1645 Sir Richard Weston of Sutton
Place had published his "Discourse Upon Husbandry" urging the use of clover and root crops, such as turnips,
invaluable for "cleaning" the soil and obviating the necessity of letting land lie fallow every third year. In addition,
these crops were excellent cattle food and provided the means of keeping cattle alive during the winter.

There is evidence in the Effingham Memorandum Book of some advanced agricultural methods being
employed here, with reference to clover as a crop and in 1788 the Vicar wrote in the Parish Register "likewise
be it noted that the tithe of turnips carried off and sold by Mr. Skeete was paid to me as vicarial tithe".

Besides new crops, however, the replacement of the old methods of husbandry and improved drainage
seemed to have been essential to agricultural progress in order to obtain a higher return from each acre to feed the
increasing population. For these improvements capital was necessary, together with the consolidation of holdings
and the enclosure of commons and waste. These changes were brought about in Effingham by General Oliver de
Lancey.

11. The Almshouses
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CHAPTER 10

THE ENCLOSURE OF THE COMMONS AND COMMON FIELDS BY GENERAL DE LANCEY

(1) Enclosure in the Manor of Effingham East Court
The method of carrying out Enclosure of Commons and Common Fields was by petition to Parliament for

permission to enclose. Such a petition needed to have one signature only. The Bill of Enclosure was considered
by a Committee, and if it reported favourably, the Bill became law. A Commissioner was then appointed. He
visited the parish, had it surveyed, heard all claims of those having either open land or common rights, and
allotted proprietors an equivalent in lands for the rights they had enjoyed.

Land was a necessary qualification for election to Parliament and in the counties, for the right to vote. The
incentive to obtain land was, therefore, very strong, for political power rested with the landed classes, and
Parliament was controlled by landowners.

The Parliamentary Committee generally reported favourably if the owners of three-quarters to
four-fifths of the property concerned approved the project, and a few big landowners could override the wishes
of a large number of small farmers.

The social effects of Enclosure were, in many cases, disastrous. The small farmers or cottagers were driven
off the soil, the land they had worked was enclosed and became part of the park or ploughland of a large estate.
It was, however, economically inevitable to bring the land into profitable production.

Two Enclosure Acts were initiated by de Lancey and his Trustees. The first in 1802 was for dividing, allotting
and enclosing that part of Effingham Upper Common in the Manor of Effingham East Court. The second, in 1814,
was an Act for enclosing a piece of common in the parish of Effingham within the Manor of Byfleet.

The Commissioner was in both cases George Smallpiece, Land Surveyor, of Guildford. The East Court Award
provided for four public carriage ways 40ft. wide. An exchange of land was effected between the Vicar, the
Rev. William Farley and de Lancey, by which the Vicar gave up about 1 acre 1 rood 33 perches at Wingate and
received in exchange a piece in Windmill Shot and a piece in Church Close adjoining the Vicar's garden on the
north, bounded by the churchyard and common footpath, 1 acre, 1 rood and 7 perches.

Exchanges were also effected betwen William Fitzherbert Brockholes, Lord of the Manor of Effingham, by
which he received from de Lancey about 126 acres dispersed in the common fields in exchange for 110 acres, 1
rood and 33 perches in the common fields more conveniently situated to de Lancey's property.

De Lancey received 12 acres, 3 roods and 7 perches equal to '/9th part of the common in compensation for
the Great Tithes and the right of common and all payments in lieu of tithes arising from the common and 6
acres 1 rood 23 perches in compensation for right of soil of the common. About 50 acres were set aside to pay
charges in obtaining and passing the Act and carrying it into effect. The Commissioner sold this allotment to de
Lancey's Trustees in 1808 for £675.

De Lancey received 18 acres 3 roods 4 perches in satisfaction for rights of common belonging to certain
cottages which he owned. The owners of copyhold cottages received allotments in most cases of about 1V4 acres
each in lieu of rights of common. Most of these allotments were later released to the de Lancey Trustees for
about £15 each. The allotments were too small to compensate the cottagers for their former privileges and
enable them to maintain themselves as they had done in the past. They lost their independence and either
became the hired labourers of the Lord of the Manor if work were available, or became chargeable to the parish
or left the village.

The Rev. George Turner, the husband of Sally Clifton, the owner of Norwood Farm, which was a freehold
of the Manor of East Court, received an allotment of 9 acres 25 perches in compensation for rights
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of common and other rights and interests in the common, of which rights he was tenant for life "with
remainder over" in right of his wife.

(2) Enclosure in the Manor of Byfleet in Effingham
The second Enclosure Award in 1814 was for enclosing a piece of common (about 157 acres) in the parish

of Effingham within the Manor of Byfleet "which in its present state was incapable of any considerable
improvement." The first meeting for executing the Act took place on 15th October, 1814 at the Black Horse
Inn, Effingham, but no proprietor attended although ten days notice was given in the County Herald.

King George III in right of his Crown was Lord of the Manor of Byfleet-with-its-Members and Patron of the
Vicarage of Effingham. He received an allotment of 10 acres 2 roods 33 perches, equal to'/tath of common
"in compensation for Great Tithes and other dues and 36 acres 3 roods 31 perches in compensation for
right of soil".

Messrs. Mitford & Alcock, Trustees, as Impropriators of the Great Tithes, received 14 acres 1 rood 4 perches
in compensation for "right of soil".

An area of 27 acres 2 roods 37 perches was allocated to raise a sufficient sum to pay the expenses of the Act.
The Trustees bought 23 acres for £310. 10. 0. and William Currie, Lord of the Manor of East Horsley, bought the
remainder for £64. 2. 6.

Mr. Currie received an allotment of 54 acres including 6 acres of Brookhill Common in compensation for right
of common and other rights in the common.

There were small allocations to copyholders and one of 1 acre 20 perches to the Church Wardens of the Parish
of Walton-on-Thames, for their holding in Effingham under the Will of Elizabeth Kirby who in 1729 left £200
for the purchase of freehold lands in Walton or near, and out of the rents to pay ten poor widows of the parish
of Walton 20s. yearly. (The house on the allocation on the south side of the Effingham-Dorking Road
has recently been named by the owners "Walton Poor").

The premises purchased were in Effingham, a messuage and barn on the north west side of the Turnpike Road
near the Cross Roads and 15 acres of land. Walnut Tree Cottage (possibly with some of the remains of the original
buildings), The Paddock and Grove House are now on part of this land. At the time of the Enclosure Award the
property was occupied by Thomas Tilley, for 21 years to expire in 1825, at a rent of £26 per annum, but it was
later acquired by Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece in exchange for some land which he owned in the parish of Walton.

A report of the Commissioners of Charities in 1837 says that whether from ignorance or some other cause
the allotment was left unoccupied by the parish of Walton and was taken possession of by the owner of the
adjoining estate, first General de Lancey and then William Currie. The parish of Walton subsequently asserted its
claim. Mr. Currie gave it up to them and the parish agreed to receive 30s. compensation for the rent during the
time the'land had been in his possession, which, as some expense was incurred in enclosing the land was
esteemed a fair equivalent. The land was represented as being a very poor piece of ground, but would be worth
10s. to 12s. per annum to let. The rents after deducting 10s. for the receiver, were to be divided among the ten
widows.
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CHAPTER 11
GENERAL DE LANCEY AS A FARMER IN EFFINGHAM

Whatever de Lancey's defects as a Barracks Master General may have been, he found great favour as a farmer
in Effingham in the eyes of James Malcolm, Land Surveyor to the Prince of Wales and the Dukes of York and
Clarence, who, in 1805 at the request of the Board of Agriculture, wrote a "Compendium of Modern
Husbandry" during a survey of Surrey. Malcolm was a great agricultural experimenter and innovator, and a
fine scholar, illustrating his findings with long extracts in Latin from the Classics. He travelled all over the
County on foot or on horseback closely observing the prevailing conditions, and published in 3 large and
fascinating volumes a description of what he had found, together with instructions to farmers to enable them to
improve their holdings. He said that his intention was to make bad farmers into good ones and recommended
the provision of proper drainage, the rotation of crops without regular fallowing, the ground being restored by
green crops ploughed in and turnips folded. He goes into great detail about the different kinds of manures
which could be used in various kinds of soil and says that the farmer should vary his course of manures in the
same manner as he would his crops, as land tires with the same sort of stimulus.

He was a great advocate of Enclosure of Common Fields and Wastes. This was in progress in Effingham at the
time on the upper common (between the North Downs Trackway and the Dorking-Effingham Road) and he
describes the method used by de Lancey for bringing his new enclosure into cultivation as "Devonshirring" or
"Paring or Burning". He says "the soil is nowhere very deep, upon a chalky substratum and the surface much
interrupted in places by flint stones. It is covered with heath, furze, white and black thorn, juniper, etc. — to pare
which is among the most fatiguing of any part of the business of agriculture. The workman is provided with a
Denshare or breast plough, having a stiff piece of board affixed in front of each of his thighs by leather straps, he
forces the instrument forward by the power of his thighs; having cut the turf rather thin, from 1 to 2 inches, but
which always depends on the depth of the soil, he turns it upside down on his right, by which means the turf
lies hollow and the ground then shows that the whole face of the land is cut clean and no part left uncut. It
remains hollow to dry for 2 or 3 months according to the season and quality of the turf. When it becomes dry
enough to burn, the heath, brushwood, etc., which has composed the common is laid out in heaps of from 4 to
6 bushels and set fire to. When it rather consumes than burns, a great proportion of the vegetable alkali is
retained in the ashes and they become invaluable." He considers the ashes on Effingham Upper Common to be
of the very best quality, for apart from the quantity and goodness of the brushwood, etc., the soil that was pared
up with the plants, and which necessarily adhered to their roots, was perfectly calcareous and, therefore, the
ashes could not but be of a superior kind.

The usual rotation after paring and burning was "to shallow plough for turnips to feed off, sometimes tares
succeeded, at others barley and seeds once mowed, then fed off; wheat, peas, tares fed off, turnips fed off, barley;
seeds as before. Sometimes wheat was the first crop taken off, then tares etc., but never oats".

In 1972 when a bumper harvest was being brought in, in ideal weather conditions, the writer was able to
discuss this method of bringing land into cultivation with Mr. John Weller who now farms the land enclosed by
de Lancey. Mr. Weller said that when he took over the farm after the Second World War, it was practically
derelict and he used almost exactly the same method as that described here to bring the land back into good
heart, even to collecting ashes from burnings on an adjoining estate, with excellent results.

Malcolm goes on to say that Mr. Penfold (probably he means Pilfold) who was a large farmer in
Effingham, and who was a sensible and intelligent man, pared and burned 14 acres of old rough clay, fully 2
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inches thick which yielded him per acre 50 loads of good ashes and were afterwards fallowed for tunips. At
General de Lancey's he said it was not expected that the acre would yield more than 40 loads but that quantity
equally well managed would yield as much alkaline salts as the 50 loads.produced by Mr. Penfold (Pilfold) from the
clay. (Mr. James Pilfold was a tenant farmer of Effingham Manor at this time, having left East Court when de
Lancey acquired it).

There is a rather curious reference to labour used in the operation when he adds "It will be proper as fast as
the heaps fall in (while burning) to let the women and men open the ashes and put those sods that are not
entirely consumed upon and among the burning embers".

In the "Compendium of Husbandry" we are told that in the Common Fields Villages, such as Effingham,
Bookham and Horsley, the houses were always detached from the fields in a Street, amd he advises a proprietor
to make one large farm and to pull down the old house and buildings, and to remove to a central spot in the new
enclosure. We may regret that de Lancey did apparently pull down the old Manor House of Effingham East Court.

The planting of shaws, i.e. small coppices, along the north and east sides of the largest enclosure was recom-
mended, particularly those intended for pasture. "The climate is thus made more temperate, which not only
improves the herbage, but the cattle also." A pound and a pond should be provided for every 4 fields and a
clump of trees planted in a pasture field on a dry and rising spot to afford shade and shelter.

Malcolm says that the conveniences he had found at General de Lancey's were certainly superior to any he
had met with elsewhere in the County and had been contrived with as much attention to economy as utility and
little seemed wanting to make them complete, but they had been attended with very heavy expense. He
continues "General de Lancey did me the honour to accompany me round his premises and behaved otherwise
with the politeness of a well bred man and a soldier. If health should attend his spirited endeavours, I have every
reason to believe that he will not only improve his farm and estate but will set a model to all the gentlemen around
him." Alas! as we have seen, General de Lancey's spirited endeavours came to a sudden halt in Effingham, soon
after these words were written, when he was removed from his post as Barracks Master General and had to leave
Effingham.

From the same source we learn that de Lancey worked four teams of oxen in harness and had erected a new
type of walled rick frames which prevented servants from putting their tools under them to keep them dry as
they could with the old rick frames, and by so doing allowed rats to get into the frames. De Lancey supplied
Malcolm with a copy of the farming diary, which he had devised, which contained printed heads for the
principal occurrence on the farm. "One of the forms was filled up and sent to him every week whatever part
of the Kingdom he was in and he was, therefore, acquainted with every day's work in any particular field, the
number of labourers and stock bought and sold so that when he returned home he took these papers in his hand,
and without any reference to his bailiff he examined everything that had been reported and he made remarks as
necessary before seeing his Bailiff". The General gave permission to Mr. Malcolm to introduce a plan of it in his
work, because of its usefulness, and it is printed as "Weekly Account of General de Lancey's Farm".
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CHAPTER 12

SOCIAL CONDITIONS AT THE TURN OF THE 18th CENTURY
DESCRIBED BY JAMES MALCOLM

We gain a good idea of the social conditions in the county from the "Compendium of Husbandry" and also
the kind of weather being experienced, "The close of the last century 1799 was altogether the most scarce
year that had been known during perhaps the memory of the oldest man, and this scarcity was felt by all ranks
of people throughout the United Kingdom. It was not the effect of disease but the uncommon unfavourable-
ness of the seed time both Autumn and Spring, by which a great deal of land was not sown and the greatest
part of that which was sown was so badly got in that much of it perished or the plants so injured as not to be
able to recover during the rest of the season. The season of 1804 was also unfavourable in all soils and in
every part of the Kingdom, the corn was not promising in cold soils during the Spring, and as the season
advanced there were severe frosts in May, June and July."

Although he was in favour of Enclosure, Malcolm was also in favour of contented and comfortable farm
workers and unfortunately the two things did not often go together. He compares the countryman with the
mechanic who lives in the town and he says that "the man who ploughs the ground with a team of horses or
oxen works with instruments of which the health, strength and temper are very different upon different
occasions, and require to be managed with judgment and discretion, and the common ploughman, though
regarded as the pattern of stupidity and ignorance, is seldom defective in these qualities. His voice and
language are more uncouth and more difficult to understand by those who are not used to him; his
understanding, however, being accustomed to consider a greater variety of objects is generally much superior
to that of the workman in brass and iron. How much the lower ranks of people in the country are really
superior to those of the town is well known to every man whom business or curiosity had led to converse
much with both". The mechanic earned 20s. to 25s., the farm labourer 9s. to 12s. per week. There was a
shortage of farm labourers throughout the county — some attributed this to emigration to America, but
Malcolm considered that it was due to the improved system of husbandry creating a greater demand for
labour. Bailiffs earned between £16 and £25 per annum, shepherds 12s. to 14s. a week, women Is. to ls.6d.
per day and dairy maids £5 — £7 per annum.

The traveller had great difficulty in finding his way from one place to the other, although the County of
Surrey was said to be most admired, the most fashionable, the most healthy and as much frequented as any
in the kingdom. The roads were shamefully neglected, we are told, and hardly any of them had a guide post,
and some of the lanes in winter were so under water as to make them dangerous, although an Act of
Parliament of 1773 required Justices to issue a precept to the Surveyor, where several highways met, to
provide a stone or post containing the name of the next market town, and where flooding occurred, graduated
stones showing the depth of water.

There were two classes of roads, turnpike and parochial. The turnpikes were under the control of Trustees
who had power to demand a toll for every horse, carriage, beast, etc. passing over the roads, and at certain
distances to erect turnpike gates. The Toll House at Effingham was on the verge of land now part of Tollgate
Farm. A Surveyor was appointed for each section of the road, but, we are told, not one in fifty of them knew
anything about surveying. Malcolm himself made a survey of all the main roads in the County and he says
"from Leatherhead to Clandon we have an open hard well constructed road, not too convex to endanger the
overturning of carriages, nor so flat as to hold the water; if there is any objection to this road it is probably
somewhat too wide in particular parts of it for the comparatively little traffic upon it. It is, next to the road
from Godstone to Grinstead, the best road in the County at all seasons of the year, nor do I think it would be
much worse than it is now, if there was 20 times the traffic upon it, especially under the
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management of the present surveyor. But beyond Clandon to Guildford, the road falls off in goodness". This
road was opened as a coach road in 1758. Unfortunately we are not told the name of the Surveyor who built
the good road betwen Leatherhead and Clandon, but he obviously built for the future for in 1972 this road
— the A246 — is so busy here that the Effingham villagers are asking for a Pelican crossing.

The parish roads were in the care of a person in each parish chosen once a year by the vestry, who provided
the money from the Rates for such repairs as were carried out, but the person chosen was often quite incompetent.

Malcolm's conclusions were that "if our Wastes and Commons were brought into cultivation, tithes
altogether abolished, all unnecessary restrictive covenants removed from leases, the common field tenure
changed into severally and the Poor Laws properly revised, and the expenses attending the maintenance more
equally borne by trade, there is no doubt in my mind that our very superior skill in agriculture would soon enable
us to grow not only as much corn as we should require in any season notwithstanding our increasing
consumption, but we should be able to export every year to a much larger extent than we now import". He spoke
with intimate knowledge of the continent of Europe for he made frequent visits to France and Germany to
compare notes with Agricultural Scientists. Most of these recommendations were carried out during the next
half-century.

We can gain some idea of the number of people in Effingham in 1804, and the size of the houses, from
the Window Tax Assessment for that year, which is in the Parish chest in St. Lawrence's Church. In 1696
a Window Tax was imposed on every inhabited dwelling in England and Wales, except cottages, i.e.
houses not paying the Church and Poor Rates. The occupant for the time being, not the landlord, was the
person charged, except when the house was let to several persons. In 1762 a minimum rate of 3s. applied
to the occupier of any dwelling, not exempt as poor, having up to 7 windows. The occupier of an 8-window
house paid lls., a 9-window house 12s., plus ls.6d. per window after that. The Tax was abolished in 185 1.
There were 72 holdings in the Effingham list for 1804 and of these 15 were stated to be poor. General de
Lancey paid £28 duty for 48 windows at his new Manor House at Effingham Hill and eight other houses
which he occupied. Mr. George Bogle paid £14. 2. 6. for 47 windows at Effingham House. The Rev.
William Farley, the Vicar, paid £16 for 28 windows at the vicarage. He had two male servants, mentioned

12. The Old Toll Gate, Effingham
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whom he paid a tax of £2. 5. 0.; he paid 6s for one dog and Hair Powder Duty at £1. 1.0. Robert Fish then a
tenant at Lower Farm paid for 8 windows, 1 horse for riding, 4 horses, duty £2. 10. 0. James Pilfold, tenant
farmer at the Effingham Manor House (now Browns) paid for 16 windows and William Peters for the farmhouse
now called Home Farm, 12 windows. Stephen Stone, tenant at Norwood Farm, paid for 11 windows. Richard
Miles, described as "Victuler" paid for 16 windows, presumably at the "Black Horse", (now "Crosslands").
There were 4 houses with only 2 windows each but these were all listed as "poor".

The Surrey Taxation Assessment for the village of Effingham in 1332 (see Appendix 1) contained 32 names,
but the poor were excluded from this list. In the Hearth Tax Assessment for 1664, 62 occupiers of houses are
listed (see Appendix 5).

A return of population for 1811 gives 64 inhabited houses in Effingham occupied by 71 families, with a total
population of 443, 220 males and 223 females. Of these people 62 were engaged in agriculture, 7 in trade and
2 in other work.



40

CHAPTER 13

MANOR OF EFFINGHAM EAST COURT - CHANGES OF OWNERSHIP

(1) Effingham East Court sold to Mr. Miles Stringer in 1813
It was not until 1813 that de Lancey's affairs were finally sorted out, and the greater part of the estate was

then sold to Mr. Miles Stringer of Peckham. As will be seen from the Map of the Manors, it was a compact
estate in the south of the parish. The western shoulder and flank were composed of the 110 acres of the common
fields exchanged by de Lancey with Mr. William Fitzherbert Brockholes, Lord of the Manor of Effingham, under
the Effingham East Court Enclosure Award. This explains why the land called "Hazel Buckhurst", and later "Hazel
Buckets" (part of Effingham Manor), which was included in the grant to Lord William Howard became part of
Effingham East Court estate. The land exchanged paid a Quit Rent to the Manor of Effingham. It also included
1 acre of coppice granted by John Marter of Effingham, Yeoman, on 12th August, 1623 for 1,000 years at a
rent of one red rose per annum on the feast of John the Baptist. This, after various assignments, was conveyed
to de Lancey by John Chippen on 7th November, 1799 for the rest of the term of 1,000 years.

In 1833 the Devisees in Trust of the Will of Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece.the late Lord of the Manor of
Effingham, sold part of Effingham Upper Farm to Mr. Miles Stringer including two pieces of woodland called
"The Slip" (See Map of Fields) "upon condition that Mr. Stringer shall not at any time permit to be erected any
building whatever on any part of the land within a distance of 130 yards from the junction of the two roads
leading from the village of Effingham to the lands, the property of Mr. Stringer." The observance of this
covenant was secured by his Bond in a Penal Sum of £3,000. If no building was erected, the Bond was to be void,
otherwise it was to be and remain in force. Three stones marked "M.S. 1833" showing the boundaries of the
land referred to in the covenant are at the junction of High Barn Lane and Beech Avenue, in High Barn Lane and
at Beech Lodge in Beech Avenue. Mr. Miles Stringer died on 31st December, 1839 of apoplexy in his 65th year,
according to a manuscript notice in Surrey Archaeological Society's possession. He is described as the head of
the firm of Stringer & Co., Tea Dealers, etc., of Monument Yard. The notice says that Mr. Stringer arrived
at the Bank in his capacity as one of the directors of the Equitable Assurance Company, and whilst in
conversation with a friend he had casually met, he suddenly dropped down dead. Had he lived a few hours
longer he would have become entitled to a very large bonus payable by the Equitable Company. He is buried in
a large vault in the churchyard. He left a wife, Jane, who died 11th March, 1867 and a son, Miles, who in 1867
made a declaration regarding the estate of his father in which he said that his father's will was dated 15th July,
1813, and when he died in 1839, Miles (his son) was 11 years old. His father had only 3 children, born after the date
of the Will, Miles Stringer himself (the second son of that name), a sister Charlotte, afterwards the wife of Edgar
Pinchbeck Stringer (and who was largely responsible for the provision of Effingham School in 1857) and
Adelaide, wife of Mr. William Davis. The Declaration concerned Effingham Hill Farm of which the declarant
stated that there were no Title Deeds. The estate had been occupied by Mr. Richardson, his father's Trustee, who
died in 1849, and it was then let to Mr. John Morley. The rent was paid to Miles Stringer, and it comprised Bowles
Common, Side Hill West, Dunley Nob, Pondfield, Newfoundland and Sheepwalk. (See Map of Fields). This
seems to be the land granted to de Lancey under an Enclosure Award. The Effingham Hill Farm concerned in
this Declaration was part of what is now called "Dunley Hill Farm". The property now called "Effingham Hill
Farm" was formerly called "Laundry Farm".

On 30th April, 1835 Indian Farm, with 136 acres 2 roods 29 perches, was conveyed to Mr. Stringer by Mr.
William Currie (who had purchased it from General de Lancey), reuniting it to the Manor of Effingham
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East Court in its original form. The Deed says that the messuage and farm were formerly called "Nyce Court".
In 1841 the Lord of the Manor of Little Bookham, the Rev. George Pollen, claimed a right of way from Thornet

Wood across Mr. Stringer's land at the entrance to Indian Farm House on to the road. The matter went to
Arbitration and the Arbitrator viewed the site and heard witnesses and decided that Mr. Pollen had no right
whatever to use this way. The original documents concerning this dispute are in the Surrey County Record
Office. It was from these documents that the whereabouts of "Nyce Court Farm" was first established. Mr.
Pollen was asked how long Thornet Wood had been in his family and in reply he said that the family had had it
for 200 years, but that they had never owned "Nyce Court (i.e. Indian) Farm".

(2) The Lodge Estate
On 5th May 1835 Mr. Stringer sold to Captain William Manning 44 acres of Indian Farm land which became

"The Lodge" estate. On 16th January, 1841 John Killick, farmer of Effingham, made a Declaration before a
Justice of the Peace that he had resided in Effingham for all of his 68 years and was well acquainted with
William Manning's estate, most of which, he said, had been part of Nyce Court Farm (i.e. Indian Farm). Part of
the estate was used as a Poor House in the parish of Effingham. This workhouse had later been pulled down and
a cottage erected on the site, (Mrs. Pauling, the owner of this estate in the 1920's, was still being assessed for
"the Workhouse"). William Manning built the house called "The Lodge" and lived in it until 1841 when he sold it
to Mr. Charles F. Robinson. It became the property of Mr. Henry Robinson, then of his nephew, Mr. Marmaduke
Teasdale, who sold it in 1889 to Mr. Francis Muir. In 1897 the estate was acquired by Mr. George Saunders
Pauling. In his memoirs, Mr. Pauling says "The house was then comparatively small but I have stupidly spent a
large sum of money in adding to it and spoiling it". Mr. Pauling was a remarkable man. His early years were spent
in great poverty, due to the breakdown of his father's health, for while working as a Resident Railway Engineer in
Delhi, he became a victim of sunstroke. The family then lived in England and the young George at 14 years of
age found work first as a night watchman and then as brick tally man, to help his mother to support the
family. However, he had indomitable courage and energy and through his mother's influence he became a
pupil without premium with a firm of engineering railway contractors. In 1875 he went to South Africa and
made his fortune building railways there and in Rhodesia, where he met Mr. Cecil Rhodes, and the two became
great friends. He had many side lines, including gold mining in the Rand and in 1894, at the request of Mr.
Rhodes, he became a member of the first Rhodesian Council as Postmaster General.

In the foreword to Mr. Pauling's memoirs, his friend, Mr. J. O. P. Bland, says that he was a man of never failing
generosity with an inordinate capacity for hard work. He continues "He was never happier in his later days,
than when dispensing lavish hospitality in his beautiful home in Effingham, re-living in the company of old
friends the struggles and adventures of the past".

His servants, including his valet Eduardo Delgardo, were devoted to him and they all stayed with him in
Effingham for very long periods, as old inhabitants of the village remember.

Mr. Pauling was a great benefactor to the people of Effingham and he built and endowed here the Catholic
Church of "Our Lady of Sorrows" which Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner says "now looks more medieval than
the Parish Church". He married three times. His first wife died in 1885 and their two sons then lived with Mr.
Pauling's mother in Huntingdon.

Mr. Pauling remarried in 1887 and his second wife, Edie, was a big game hunter; she smoked cigars and always
had a parrot on her shoulder. They travelled in America, China and Africa, living for 3 years in Salisbury,
Rhodesia in the house which is now the Police House. In 1897 they left Salisbury to live in Effingham, which
they both liked and where they started farming. Edie died in 1901 and Mr. Pauling then went to Northern
Rhodesia (Zambia) to make the railway through virgin forest.

In 1903 Mr. Pauling took as his third wife a Spanish bride, Dolores Quibara. They had two daughters, Dolores
and Jane, who were born and brought up in Effingham. Mr. Pauling died after a very short illness in 1919, aged
64. At three years old Dolores swam in her father's swimming bath (now used by school children) and during
the First World War she milked the Jersey cows. When she was 18 she married Mr. Coombs and Mrs. Pauling
then decided to leave "The Lodge".

Mr. Pauling's nephew George, the son of his brother Edward, was in the Grenadier Guards in the First World
War. He gained the M.C., and was killed at Arras in 1917. He is commemorated by a stained-glass window in the
Catholic Church. (Much of this information was kindly supplied by Mrs. Dolores Coombs)

After Mr. Pauling's death, Mrs. Pauling married Captain Booth, V.C. They later separated and she resumed
the name of Pauling.

Mrs. Pauling died on 16th July, 1938 and just before her death she agreed to sell to a group of
Effingham residents called the "Playing Fields Trustees" (including Barnes Wallis, Aubrey Dibdin and Mrs.
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McNair of Yew Tree House) 31.548 acres of her estate for £4,000 on condition that the land conveyed should
not be used for any other purpose than as playing fields for outdoor sports and games, and the erection of a
Village Hall and Social Centre for the welfare or benefit of the inhabitants which should be known, used and
maintained as "King George's Field" for ever. Her Executors completed the contract. These playing fields are
a valuable amenity in the village today. On 17th February, 1947 the Trustees, with the approval of the Charity
Commissioners, transferred the property to the Parish Council to be held by it on the Trust and subject to the
conditions on which the retiring Trustees held it. The house, "The Lodge" a fine example of an ornate
Edwardian mansion, with 14 acres, is now the property of Surrey County Council, and is used to accommo-
date epileptic women.

(3) Effingham East Court — The Maxses (1869) and later owners
Mr. Miles Stringer, son and heir of Mr. Miles Stringer, who was 11 years old when his father died, sold the

remainder of the Effingham Hill Estate in 1869 for £47,893 to Lady Caroline Maxse, daughter of the 5th Earl
of Berkeley, and the wile of James Maxse, Lady Charlotte Eglett, a character in Lord Ormont and his Aminta
by George Meredith, is said by Lionel Stevenson, George Meredith's boigrapher, to be a faithful and loving
portrait of Lady Caroline Maxse. From her correspondence in the Maxse papers deposited in the West Sussex
Record Office at Chichester, she emerges as a cantankerous lady, very conscious of her dignity, and what she
claimed as her rights. She complained that the villagers were trying to use her private road (now Beech Avenue).
She had a very acrimonious correspondence with the vicar, the Rev. H. Malthus, whom she accused of putting
up a partition in a pew in the church which she said belonged to one of her tenants. The vicar pleaded that there
was not enough seating accommodation in the church for all the parishioners, and the pew in question was hardly
used. Lady Caroline was adamant and appealed to the Bishop, who ordered the churchwardens to remove the
partition.

Also among the Maxse papers there is a letter 6th March, 1875 from Mr. P. L. Martin of Dorking to Lady
Caroline telling her that he had "issued a County Court Summons against Bonsey for 10/- damages for cutting
the pollards on the common". Bonsey paid and Martin said he was pleased because had the case gone to Court,
Lady Caroline might have been beaten if Bonsey had proved, as Martin thinks he could have proved, that his
predecessors not only planted the trees, but had cut them uninterruptedly for more than 60 years. He
concludes "It would have been very annoying to have been beaten by the Parish Clerk (Bonsey). I suggest
you should now rent the right to Bonsey for a small sum per annum". Bonsey occupied a copyhold cottage on
the site of the house on Effingham Common now called "The Willows", built by Mr. George Pauling.

Lady Caroline, as Lay Rector, claimed the right to seats in the chancel of the Church. She died in January
1886 and her son Admiral Frederick Augustus Maxse inherited her estate. He was a much more amiable
character. He was a great radical and a friend of the poet and novelist, George Meredith, who lived at Flint
Cottage, Box Hill. They were both great walkers and lovers of the countryside, and on 13th April, 1885,
Meredith wrote to Maxse from Flint Cottage:-

"Dear Fred,
The tramps take the line of Chertsey, Ripley, East Horsley and either the Sheepleas or Effingham to
Ranmore. I shall be on Ranmore Road between 41/2 and 5Vz p.m. Hope to encounter you. They are with their
Captain Pollock, Edward Gurney, Sully, son of Fitzjames Stephens.

Yours, with all my heart,
George Meredith"

After his mother's death the Admiral sold Effingham Hill House, the Manor of Effingham East Court, and
half the land to Mr. Caesar Czarnikow.

Admiral Maxse built for himself a new house at what was then called Effingham Hill Lodge, but had
originally been called "Mare House", calling it "Dunley Hill". In Surrey 1971 by Ian Nairn, Professor Sir Nikolaus
Pevsner and Bridget Cherry, this house is described as "a small comfortable looking house in the Norman Shaw
style by George Peto, 1887. Two gables to the front and a small tower behind, pretty, but done without
conviction". It is now used by a light engineering firm.

When Admiral Maxse died in 1900 Meredith wrote to his sister Mrs. Duff, this letter, which may serve as an
obituary, "The loss to me is past all count, for I see him, hear him, have him sitting in the chair beside me, as
on the day before he left for South Africa, promising to come here early on his return, and now I look at the
hill that leads to Dunley, where is hollowness, a light gone out. But still it cannot be quite death for a man so
good and true as he. The unsuffering part of him lives for those who knew him. Nobility was his
characteristic, and always where that is required in life I shall have him present. I feel deeply for Violet
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- indeed for all related to him — I remember the many times and the words, when he spoke of his sister B. God
bless and comfort you. Be sure that nothing good is ever lost. Remember too that your brother's friend is
yours.

George Meredith"

Most of the Deeds referred to concerning Effingham East Court are in the "Maxse Collection" partly at
Guildford Muniment Room and partly at Chichester Record Office as the Maxse family removed to Sussex after
the Admiral's death.

Mr. Caesar Czarnikow came to England from Germany in 1854 and he was naturalised in 1860. He became
a "Sworn Broker" in the City of London, and engaged in the sugar trade. He became what The Times
described as "one of the most remarkable merchant princes of modern times whose name will continue to
live in the great commercial concerns, the basis of which he built entirely with his own hands".

When Mr. Czarnikow bought Effingham Hill House and the Manor of Effingham East Court, he
maintained it in all the traditions of a squire, holding a harvest feast on August Bank Holiday when all workers
and tenants on his estate received presents of tea and tobacco. He gave the pulpit in Effingham Church and was
a generous contributor to church funds.

Mr. Czarnikow died of heart failure on 17th April, 1909, leaving a wife and two children, Horace and Ada.
His children erected a Tablet in Effingham Church to the memory of Mr. Czarnikow and his wife (who died in
1911).

When Mr. Caesar Czarnikow died in 1909 the estate became the property of his daughter, Mrs. Ada Lucy
Jenkinson. She left it to Azalea Caroline Keyes who married Count Lewin Haust Falkensteine. She sold it in 1916
to Mr. R. R. Calburn. Effingham Hill House, with part of the land, was sold in 1928 to a Belgian Religious
Order "The Congregation of the Religious Instruction". It is now a flourishing girls' Day and Boarding School
called "St. Teresa's Convent" with over 300 pupils. Mr. Calburn built himself a new house in Beech Avenue and
called it "East Court".

The rest of the estate had been auctioned in lots in 1926, but the Calburns retained the Lordship of the Manor.
The last actual Manor Court recorded was in 1885.
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CHAPTER 14

PARCELS OF LAND IN EFFINGHAM WITHIN OTHER MANORS

It is not known why parcels of land in the parish of Effingham should have come within the Manors of West
Horsley, East Horsley and Little Bookham (see Map of the Manors), but the Court Rolls of these Manors show
that they did. The association with the Manor of Byfleet can be explained.

(1) Holdings in Effingham within the Manor of West Horsley
The West Horsley Court Rolls Books in Guildford Muniment Room give details of the Effingham holdings

within that Manor. In 1688 Thomas Knowles, the Steward to Sir Edward Nicholas, Lord of the Manor of West
Horsley, extracted the particulars, he says, from Ancient Rent Rolls and Rolls of Courts held from 1385
onwards, with the following results: —

In 1668 John Cooke, of Polesden in the parish of Effingham, had
(1) "By free deed, fealty, suit of court and the yearly rent of viis iiid several closes of land in Effingham
"late Agmondsham anciently called South Picknell, Als Southwell, Als Burrow Feilds which came to him
by the death of Henrie Cooke, his father, heretofore one John Astones and pays to the Lord a heriot and
relief when due". (From 15 Elizabeth I).
(2) "By free Deed, fealtie, suit of court and the yearly rent of xiiis one messuage and backside orchard
and garden thereto belonging anciently called Ingrains, heretofore one Thomas Chasemor, which came to
him also by the death of his father. (From 32 Elizabeth I)". (Richard and John Ingram were witnesses in
1401 to B. M. Add. Charter 5611).
(3) "The small cottage and a garden to the same belonging late parcel of a tenement called Ingrams at
Groden Hatch, heretofore John Astones".
(4) "At the yearly rent of a rose and xiid one messuage and certain lands called Lee House heretofore
Richard Atlees" (From Henry VI)
In 1796 Sir Francis Geary's death was presented at the Manor Court and he died in possession of the above

holdings which had been alienated to him by John Cooke's widow. They later formed part of General de Lancey's
estate from whom they passed to Mr. Miles Stringer. Admiral Maxse became tenant on 20th January, 1886 and
he enfranchised the property, paying to the Lord of the Manor of West Horsley £265. 9. 0. being the value
of all manorial rights and incidents to tenure affecting the land.

In 1668 Richard Cooke held "by free deed, fealty, suit of court and the yearly rent of vis., two closes of land
and a small coppice, the whole by estimation 15 acres called Robbins Deane Als Brodfeild, hitherto Robert Lee".
In 1838 it was presented to the West Horsley Manor Court that Miles Stringer held this land as well as the four
holdings previously mentioned.

Knowles mentions three other holdings in Effingham within the Manor of West Horsley.
(1) "A messuage and certain lands called Hampsteeds heretofore Humphrey Travilians which Joane Lee
held in 19 Elizabeth I, by free deed, fealty, suit of court and the yearly rent of xiid." This land came
into the possession of John Killick.
(2) "One tenement and certain lands called Brockholes held by Caleb Wilkinson which had been held in
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I Richard III by John Sawer, by free deed, etc. by the yearly rent of ivs". (These two holdings were alienated
by Mr. William Currie to William Earl of Lovelace in 1840. In 1863 Henry Weston, then the Lord of the
Manor of West Horsley, discharged the Earl of Lovelace from yearly rents and customary payments; the
consideration money was £242. 1. 8.)
(3) Sir Francis Howard held "by free deed, fealty, suit of court and the yearly rent of Id. one acre called
"Attlee" hitherto in tenure of the Lord Howard". No further entries appear for this holding.

The enfranchisement of copyholds was always possible at Common Law by agreement between the Lord of
the Manor and the tenant. It was first dealt with in the legislature in the Common Law Act of 1841 which
enabled enfranchisement to be made in consideration of compensation given at once or by an annual rent charge.
The copyhold Act of 1852 empowered the Lord of the Manor or the tenant to require the enfranchisement of
copyhold land. Section 128 of the Act of 1922 enacts that "every parcel of copyhold land shall be enfranchised
and shall cease to be copyhold or customary tenure and be held in the tenure of free and common socage", i.e.
freehold. Part of the Act provides for compensation for the extinguishment of manorial incidents, quit rents,
heriots, fines, etc.

The following entries in the West Horsley Court Roll Books give some idea of the kind of things which came
before the Manor Court, apart from land tenure: —

1721 "That beating down the acornes in the Lower Common is a prejudice to the Lord, and tenants, and
whoever shall be found guilty of it shall pay 40s — 1 moiety to the Lord of the Manor, the other, to the informer".
1737 "The Jurors present the Lord of this Manor for not keeping weights sufficient for the Ale Taster to perform
his office".
1739 "The constable presented that all things were well".
1741 "Homage present that tenants of the Manor have a right to cut bushes, feme and furze and to digg gravel
without licence from the Lord, but the Lord protests against the tenants having any snch right".

(2) Holdings in Effingham within the Manor of East Horsley

According to the Land Revenue Records, Surrey, Fol. 187, John Holgate had a Lease from the Priory of
Southwark, dated 12th September, 1527 of 8 acres of land in Effingham called Peysefeld and 2 acres in the Common
Field, called Westfeld, for a term of 40 years at a rental of 8s per annum. (Surrey Archaeological Collections Vol.
IX Part II. Page 378). The land called Peysefeld and later Paysfield, consisting of 3 closes and 1 coppice was part
of the Manor of East Horsley (See Maps of Fields and Manors).

In 1674 Elizabeth Symond's death was reported to the Manor Court and she devised this land to Henry Chitty
of Godalming. The rent was Is Od. a year and no heriot was forthcoming because she had no live cattle at the
time of her death. In 1764 Joseph Berry was the tenant and did fealty. In 1800 William Currie, Lord of the Manor
of East Horsley, released to John Tidy, a relative of Berry, and the tenant of Paysfield at that time, the Quit Rents,
lands, etc., due to the Manor of East Horsley in exchange for rights of common in East Horsley released from
Tidy to Currie. The land later was transferred to de Lancey who was admitted tenant at a court in 1806, and from
him it passed to Miles Stringer.

Piggotts or Picketts Hole, at one time within the parish of Effingham, was also part of East Horsley Manor,
and it was held by Edward Leigh, the owner of Norwood Farm at 6s 6d. rent. On 23 Carol 2 (1672) his death was
reported and his son John was admitted tenant. In 1756 Jeffrey Lambert held it in right of his wife Sarah Lee.
In 1790 Jeffrey Lambert aliened Piggotts Hole to the Rt. Hon. R. B. Sheridan, whose son Charles held it in 1829.

The 20'/2 acres which Lord Montague granted to Abraham Atlee appears again in a Deed Poll of the Earl of
Lovelace in 1919. It says that in 1658 Thomas Mitchell and others devised the land, which was dispersed in the
common fields to John Childs for 1,000 years at a peppercorn rent. The Earl of Lovelace was in possession of
the land in 1919 and there was no trust or right of redemption affecting the term in favour of a freeholder or
other person; he, therefore, declared that by virtue of the Conveyancy Acts-1881 and 1882 the residue then
unexpired would be enlarged into a fee simple, i.e. freehold.

The same procedure was applied to a parcel of land or chalk pit called Brookhill pit which had been devised
by William Hollis to Edward Hollis in 1759 at a nominal rent.

On 11th December, 1919 the Earl of Lovelace sold his East Horsley estates to Mr. T. O. M. Sopwith, the aircraft
manufacturer.
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(3) Holdings in Effingham within the Manor of Little Bookham
The house now called "Old Post Cottage", with 3 acres of land, in Church Street, was a copyhold of this Manor.

At a Court Baron in 1676, William Peacock "humbly prayed to be admitted to all and singular the customary land
and hereditaments which descended to him from his mother, Anne". It was presented to the Manor Court in
1767 that Mr. William Peacock in 1738 had mortgaged the house with farm yard, garden, orchard and about
3 acres of land to Thomas Peyto for three score pounds with interest. The principal money and interest were
not paid and the property was released to Peyto's son who left it to his niece Susan Bristow. In 1764 John Bristow
and Sarah his wife ("the said Sarah being one of the customary tenants of the said Manor and being first solely
examined and consenting") surrendered the property into the hands of the Lord of the Manor, to the use and
behoof of Elizabeth Venn, wife of John Venn, brickmaker, of Effingham. In 1770 the homage found that
Elizabeth, wife of Thomas Miles (thentofore Elizabeth Venn) died possessed of the premises which she devised to
her husband for his life and then to her grandson John Skeet. In 1782 John Skeet was admitted tenant at a rent
of £4 heriot, etc. In 1784, Mary, his widow, produced his last Will and Testament in Court, by which he
devised that if he had no children, his wife, Mary, should inherit his estate. The homage presented that John Skeet
died without children and Mary was admitted tenant. In 1801 the homage presented that Mary Skeet had
surrendered these premises and all her estate to Oliver de Lancey who was admitted tenant.

In 1808 it was presented at a Court Baron that on 9th December, 1806 General de Lancey surrendered the
customary messuage with barn, garden and orchard and 3 roods of land belonging thereto; 2 acres, 1 rood
thereof having been surrendered by de Lancey to Mr. William Currie; de Lancey's Trustees were admitted
tenants.

13. Old Post Cottage, Church Street (formerly Upper Street)
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In 1812 the Trustees of de Lancey sold the property to John Balchin, wheelwright, in whose family it
remained until it was sold by Mr. C. E. Balchin to Mr. George Peters in 1894. The Lord of the Manor of Little
Bookham granted Enfranchisement of the property to Mr. Peters in 1907, and in that year he sold it to Mr.
George Pauling, who rented it to Mr. William Butcher, who had the Post Office there for many years. (Information
taken from Deeds belonging to Mrs. Stroud, the present owner of the property).

In Effingham churchyard there is a flat stone monument in memory of John Skeete, Yeoman, who died 7th
June, 1755 aged 64 years, also of Elizabeth, wife of John Skeete who died 9th June 1782 aged 92 years, Mr.
John Skeete (senior) who died 4th January 1790 aged 62 years, also Mrs. Sarah Skeet who died 11th January,
1801 aged 71 years. The Skeetes were a very old Surrey family.

In the entrance corridor of the "Old Post Cottage" there is a Jacobean screen forming part of the
staircase, which may well have come from Effingham East Court Manor House when de Lancey demolished it.

Also within the Manor of Little Bookham were the lands, shown on the map of the Manors, which were usually
farmed by a tenant farmer for the Lord of the Manor. Also a messuage and 8 acres of land was held of Little
Bookham by Dr. Swithin Adee who was admitted tenant in 1734 at a rent of 38s per annum, heriot, suit of
court and other services. When Dr. Adee died in 1786 his daughter sold this and other property to Mr.
William Currie. The actual site of the messuage and 8 acres of land is not known.

(4) Holding in Effingham within the Manor of Byfleet
In a Survey, in the time of Queen Elizabeth I, of the land in Effingham which belonged to the Manor of Byfleet,

it is stated that "the lands in Effingham called "The Princehold" belonging to the Manor of Byfleet be mostly
intermingled amongst the lands belonging to the Barony of Effingham and the Lord Viscount Mountague's land
there (i.e. Effingham East Court) so as no perfect boundary can be set down" (Manning and Bray 1804—10).
Under the Byfleet Enclosure Award in 1814 the Commissioner who allocated that part of the South Common
which belonged to the Manor of Byfleet, set the western boundary of the Byfleet land against the parish of East
Horsley and the Map of the Manors shows the area covered as far as it can be ascertained.

The origin of the association of this parcel of land with the Manor of Byfleet seems to be that the land was
in fact the Manor of Dritheham, mentioned in the Charter of King Athelstan, and coming between Byfleet and
Bisley Manors in the Charter. It is, therefore, a lost Chertsey Abbey Manor, and Dirtham Lane, Effingham,
contains a trace of the Manor. When the Manor of Byfleet passed to the Crown in the first decade of the 14th
century, apparently because of the treason and indebtedness of its tenants, the Manors of Dritcham and Bisley
went with it, and were known subsequently as "Byfleet-Cum-Membris" (Surrey Record Society — Chertsey
Cartularies). According to the English Place Name Society the name Driteham would seem to be a compound of
Drit (Dirt) and Ham. Dirtham Lane is actually one of the muddiest areas in the parish now.

Under the Enclosure award of 1814 the King received a portion of the Common in right of his Crown.
Mr. John Harvey has kindly shown us his early records of the land belonging to the Manor of Byfleet in the

parish of Effingham, taken from the Land Registry. There were about 470 acres, part copyhold and part
freehold.

Crocknorth
One of the largest free-holdings was the farm now called "Crocknorth" which, in 1462, was called Brock Holland

or Brokelands and belonged to John Ferrour. In 1547 it belonged to John Agmondesham, Esq., of Rough Barnes
(now Rowbarns) and the fields were named as Oldelands, Homefield, Highfield, Pytfield, Pykners, Osborne,
Walworts, Great Walworts, Little Horscroft, Clerks Croft, Le Ham, Otefeld (see Field Map). It is possible that
Rowbarns itself was once within the parish of Effingham for Peter Ate Rowberne appears on the 1332 Lay
Subsidy Return for Effingham, and John Agmondesham of "Roughbarnes" was buried in Effingham Church in
1 598.

The name "Osborne" may have some connection with William Fitzosbern, William the Conqueror's boon
companion, who marched with him along the North Downs Trackway to Winchester and died before the
Domesday Survey was compiled.

In 1724 the farm was called "Cracknutt Lodg" and it belonged to the Hon. James Fox, Lord of the Manor
of East Horsley, who commissioned a beautifully drawn map of the estate from John Holmes, Surveyor, a copy
of which is in the Surrey Record Office. Several of the field names of 1547 survived. The boundary between
Effingham and East Horsley now runs through the centre of the house.

Mrs. I. Collins suggests from evidence in St. Andrew's Wimbledon Review September 1964, the origin of the
name "Cracknutt" may have something to do with "Cracknut Sunday" when the Church ceremony took
place consisting of the cracking of nuts by the whole congregation in connection with the election of
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Bailiffs at Michaelmas. "Cracknutt Lodg" may have been the Bailiff's house.
On Roque's map 1770 it is called Green Lane Farm possibly having some connection with Greendene nearby.

The farm continued to belong to successive Lords of the Manor of East Horsley until it was sold by the Earl of
Lovelace in 1918 to Mr. Arthur Henry Tritton, and it was then called "Crocknorth". The present owners of
the house are Mr. and Mrs. Adams. The land is now farmed separately.

Home Farm and Orestan Farm
The earliest reference to copyhold land called "Leamles" and "Ludlow", which is now part of the Home Farm

Estate, is in a Court Roll of the Manor of Byfleet in 1475 when John Fraunces and Wife, Alice, John Frecomber and
Wife, Margery, Robert Porter and Wife, were admitted tenants to "La Lemelond" in right of Wives, who were
daughters and heirs of Margery Parker.

In 1547 John Atlee held certain lands belonging to Lemelond which were later held by John Marter.
In 1605 Edward Greentree held for his life "Lemelands" in right of his wife Agnes, lately the wife of John

Marter, with remainder to John Marter, son and heir.
The Cookes held "Lemelands" from 1657 to 1742, when Edmund Young (referred to in the sale to William

Currie) became the occupier.
"Leme" in Early English was "an artificial water course" and it is possible, therefore, that this land was

artificially irrigated at an early date.
At a special Court Baron of Byfleet Manor held on 23rd July, 1787, of Henry, Duke of Newcastle, tenant

of H. M. George III, it was recorded that Swithin Adee, late of the City of Oxford, Doctor of Physic, late one
of the customary tenants, held by copy of Court Roll "All those customary lands and tenements, called
Leamles and Ludlows in Effingham in the Princehold, customary 60 acres Leamles, yearly rent 10s. 4d.,
Ludlow 7s. heriot when it shall happen". Dr. Adee had been admitted tenant on 25th April, 1734, and
"surrendered it to the use of his Will" on 16th September, 1756, to Mary, his daughter. At this Court (23rd

14. Crocknorth
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July 1787) at the second proclamation Mary, Spinster, of Oxford "came by William Bray, her Attorney, and
was admitted tenant, her fealty was respited".

(William Bray was part author of the massive History of Surrey, known as Manning and Bray. In his diary
he records visits to Miss Adee "she sending for me about a paper".)

On 20th November, 1788 Miss Adee sold her late father's estate to Mr. William Currie, Lord of the Manor
of East Horsley. It included "a freehold messuage, farm and 92 acres formerly in occupation of Edmund Young
and then in-occupation of Thomas Greathurst; New House and 27 acres, Copyhold Leamles and Ludlow (60 acres)."

John Steer (1682) and Anthony Hilfer (1721) were two of the former owners of the estate.
According to the Land Tax Assessment for 1788, Thomas Greathurst was the occupier of the "late Dr. Adee's

land" which included the present "Home Farm".
In 1840-41 Mr. William Currie sold his estates to the earl of Lovelace. In 1919 the then Earl of Lovelace

sold the property now called Home Farm with 113 acres to Mr. Thomas Allan of Rydes Farm, Ripley. In 1923
Mr. Allan sold the estate to Mr. John Botterell with 196 acres and in 1929 Mr. Botterell sold it to Mr. Allen
Ansell with 202 acres. Home Farm was later acquired by Unigate Ltd. They have sold their storage hangar to Ind
Coope Ltd., and it is understood (March 1973) that Surrey County Council have acquired some of the land.

West Lane Farm, Orestan Lane
West Lane Farm, Orestan Lane was the home of the Killick family for many centuries. It was copyhold

of the Manor of Byfleet and in 1819 John Killick was appointed Pounder for Effingham at the Manor Court
of Byfleet. Part of the farm was called Snellings or Ottaways. John Agmondesham's Will dated 6th April,
1597 referred to his "Aunt Snellinge", perhaps the family who gave their name to the field. "Oteway"

15. Home Farm, The Street
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appears in the 1332 Lay Subsidy and "Ottaway" appears on the Village War Memorial.
The name of Killick appears in the Parish Registers from 1565 when they begin until the present

generation, when the late Mr. Ernest Killick left the village and their farmhouse was demolished. The name also
appears in many other 'documents relating to the village through the centuries.

Courtlands
Courtlands (a messuage and 21 acres) was held of the Manor of Byfleet by copy of Court Roll. Mr. John Harvey's

Land Registry records show that in 1542 it belonged to Thomas Rogers and later to Thomas Marter. In 1605
Richard Lee held this "mansion and four closes containing 15 acres and a coppice of 6 acres at a rent of 10s
Od". This property was acquired by General de Lancey in 1799 and was described in the sale of his estate in
1813 as "Scite of Cottage and Oast House". The surrounding fields were then called "Hop Gardens". The Oast
House is now called "The Old Malthouse". Cottages called "Courtlands" are still on the site.

A tenement called "Bolles", part of Byfleet Manor, and sometimes called "Bowles-Lee House" (now
demolished), mentioned in the Will of Jone Alee (1520 - Archdeaconry Court of Surrey), probably took its
name from Johanne and Robert Bolle whose names appear on the Surrey Taxation Return for 1332. In 1547
John Atlee held the property with 30 acres, and in 1593/4 Richard Atlee was assessed for it in the Lay Subsidy.
In 1623 the Will of John Lee of "Bowles" in Effingham was proved. (Archdeaconry Court of Surrey). The family
name "Lee" or "Atlee", presumably derives from "de la Leigh" or "Lega" and changes from generation to
generation. The late Mr. Clement Atlee (created Earl Atlee) is thought to have been a member of this family. In
Early English "Leigh" or "Lega" signified a clearing in a wood and Bowles-Lee House was probably the home of
the Atlee family when they left the moated Manor House in Lee Woods.

Mare or Mayer House
Mare or Mayer House, the site of which is now part of Dunley Hill Farm, was one of the ancient homes of

the Cooke family. It was a freehold of the Manor of Byfleet, and in 1605 John Cooke held the mansion

16. West Lane Farm, Orestan Lane (now demolished)



51

and 2 acres, and closes adjoining containing 50 acres. In his diary, William Bray, the historian, records in 1757
that he was "At Cooks at Mare House. They had a very great storm of hail, the stones measured more than 4
inches round". Mare House farm was later sold by the Cookes to Sir William Geary, Bart, of Polesden Lacey
and in 1798 it was acquired by General de Lancey.

In the 19th century Mare House Farm was called "Hill Lodge Farm" and Admiral Maxse built Dunley Hill
House on part of the estate.

Dunley Hill Farm is now the property of Mr. John Weller. The name "Mare House" may derive from the Saxon
word "Maere" — a pond, which would be appropriate as there are several ponds in the vicinity.

Westmore
A copyhold cottage called "Westmore" was held of the Manor of Byfleet (see Houses of Effingham).

17. Courtlands
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CHAPTER 15

THE PARISH CHURCH

(1) Dedication and first recorded date (John of Salisbury)
The Parish Church of Effingham is an ancient foundation and is dedicated to St. Lawrence, who was the

principal deacon of Pope Sixtus II. He was martyred on 10th August 258, a few days after the Pope himself had
suffered a similar fate, both of them victims of Valerian's persecution. The account of St. Lawrence's martyrdom
presents a picture of an attractive young deacon, faithful to God and His Church in the task entrusted to him.
Arrested by the Prefect of the City and called on to deliver up the property of the Church in his charge, his only
answer was to point to a crowd of poor people "Here are the true treasures of the Church" he said "they convert
our alms into imperishable treasures for us". As a reward for his daring he was roasted to death on a gridiron
and a gridiron is his emblem. Lawrence was buried on the Via Tiburtina at a place known as "Agro Verano"; he
at once achieved great popularity. Half a century later the Emperor Constantine built over his tomb a basilica
which has remained one of the five patriarchal churches of Rome.

There is no mention of a church at Effingham in the Domesday Survey, but this is not conclusive
evidence that a church did not exist in Saxon days. The Benedictines, wherever they took the plough,
usually planted the Cross to mark the site of a future church, and they were here in the 7th century, but no trace
of a Saxon church remains. In the Cartularies of Chertsey Abbey between 1237 and 1253 Geoffrey, Rector of
Effingham, is a witness to several documents.

In Merton Proceedings in 1279 it was alleged, apparently without contradiction, that the advowson of
Effingham had been given by William de Dammartin to the Priory of Merton. No date was given but the gift had
been confirmed by the Overlord, Gilbert de Clare, in 1269. The Dammartins were tenants of the de Clares in
the Manor of Effingham East Court in the 12th century.

A note in the Effingham Memorandum Book, written probably by the Rev. John Miller, enables us to give
the first recorded date of the Church. On page 113 is written "Johan Sarisb. EP.28 p.504 and EP.84 p.521.
Speaks of the Church of Effingham which at the Patron's request the Bishop of Winchester gave the monks (about
ye year 1147)" (1190 erased). John of Salisbury, a famous Chronicler, and the first considerable English
political thinker, was born at Old Sarum about 1115.  He was a close friend of Archbishop Thomas Becket,
and was present when the latter was martyred in Canterbury Cathedral. He had the Treasurership of Exeter
before becoming Bishop of Chartres, and he was at the Roman Curia in 1146 and in England between 1148
and 1153. This note in the Memorandum Book led to a search for the letters of John of Salisbury, first to
Winchester Cathedral then to the Institute of Historical Research, and finally to Miss Heather E. Peek, M.A.,
F.S.A., Keeper of the Archives at the University of Cambridge, who suggested that we should write to
Professor C.N.L. Brooke, F.B.A., at Westfield College, London, who was engaged in translating the Latin letters
into English.

Professor Brooke told us that the "EP.28" referred to in the Memorandum Book is Letter No.50 in the new
edition of the Letters, and he sent us a Zerox copy of the text of it with a translation. This letter refers to
Effingham. Professor Brooke said further that the other reference seems to be a mistake as Effingham is not
referred to in "EP.84", nor in any letter near it, and he was unable to find any other reference to Effingham
in John of Salisbury's letters. He kindly offered to send us any further references to Effingham if he found
any.

"EP.28", written between 1154-59 is from John of Salisbury to Pope Adrian IV, and in it he intercedes for
the Canons of Merton Priory who, he says, "illumine the Country by the light of their good works, abstain
from doing harm to any, and serve the welfare of their neighbours with all their might, but among
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the vexations and wrongs which they suffer the Church of Effingham, which the Lord Bishop of Winchester gave
to them at the request of the Lord of the land — and your glorious predecessor, Eugenius, subsequently
confirmed the charter of the Bishop of Winchester in a privilege — has to the injury of your Apostolic Majesty and
in defiance of the holy Canons, been conferred by the Bishop on a certain publican little better than a lay man,
the son of the priest who had ministered in that church".

No further information has so far been received from Professor Brooke, but the plea must have been
successful because Effingham Church was subsequently in the possession of Merton Priory which was one of
the largest and most flourishing Augustinian Houses in England.

Pope Adrian IV (Nicholas Brakespear) was an Englishman. He had been a Canon and later Abbot of the
Augustinian Abbey of St. Ruf before he became a Cardinal and it was as Cardinal, and again when he was Pope,
that John of Salisbury made his acquaintance.

Henry of Blois was Bishop of Winchester between 1129 and 1171. Eugenius III was Pope from
1145-1153. Hence the Church was given to Merton by 1153 at latest.

(2) The structure of the Church and early history
In 1823 Cracklow published an engraving of the Church with a description of it, and this is about the time

when Hassell painted it (see cover). Cracklow says that the walls then were constructed with flints cemented by
mortar, and the roof covered with plain tiles and stone slabs. The old steeple having fallen, he says, the western
part of the church was rebuilt of red brick in 1757. The chancel contained stalls supposed to be intended for the
monks of Merton when they celebrated the "Obit Dammartin". The font was a plain octagonal basin supported by
a pillar. (Cracklow was an Architect and Surveyor who published between 1822 and 1827, 157 lithographic
views of Surrey to supplement Manning and Bray. He is thought to have used a camera obscura).

In 1884 the church was visited by the Surrey Archaeological Society and a detailed report by Major Alfred
Heales of its condition then was published in Volume 9 (pt.2) of Surrey Archaeological Collections 1888.
Extensive restoration of the church was carried out in 1888 and the church was visited in 1911 by Mr. P. G.
Palmer, the Master of Trinity Hospital, Guildford, who compared its state in 1884 before the restoration with its
state in 1911. His notes are in the possession of the Surrey Archaeological Society. What follows about the
early history of the church is drawn mainly from these sources and detailed references can be found in
Volume 9(pt.2).

Major Heales was of the opinion that the nave was the earliest part of the church and that the transept (St.
Nicholas Chapel) was of the Early English period probably built between 1250 and 1270, as it is rather larger both
in length and width than the chancel itself, and has walls 3ft. 6ins. thick. The Taxation of Pope Nicholas IX about
the year 1291 states that the titheable value of the church was £14. 13. 4.

Towards the end of the 13th century the Priory of Merton took steps to appropriate the living to the uses
of the Monastery and it was necessary to obtain the sanction of the Bishop of Winchester to a proposed
arrangement under which the incumbent of the living — the future Vicar — should receive an independent part
of the tithes and emoluments of the living sufficient to afford him a fair maintenance, while the rest of the
tithes and emoluments would be transferred towards the revenues of the Priory, who were the Patrons of the
living. The Bishop commissioned his official to visit the church and make enquiries as to the nature and value
of the living and to report as to what portion of the emoluments might, in the event of an appropriation, be
reasonably allotted to the future vicars. Upon this report the Bishop on 13th September, 1297 made an ordination
to the following effect:—

"The Vicar to have all altarage and small tithes and profits belonging to the altarage, and tithes of crofts and
gardens dug by foot and spade, and tithe of all hay and produce of all lands in the Parish held by William
Wrenne, in whose hands soever they may happen to come, and 18V4 acres arable land, and common pasture
pertaining to the Church, and without tithe as the Rector used to hold it, with free use of the churchyard;
and to have a competent site near the church, to be assigned by the Priory, wherein they should build a
vicarage house, fit for his position, within a year. The Priory, as Rector of the Church, to enjoy the rest of
the tithes of the parish and to repair and maintain the chancel, and pay the pension of two marks (£1. 6. 8.),
which the Rector was accustomed to pay. The Vicar to find the books and ornaments of the Church and all
ordinary charges both to the Bishop and the Archdeacon. Extraordinary charges to be paid by the Priory
and Vicar pro rata."
In order to carry out this arrangement it was necessary to apply to the King for his licence, under the

Statute of Mortmain, which would have rendered void the permanent transfer of real estate to a religious
order or other corporation, without the express sanction of the crown. (The Statute of Mortmain, passed in
1279, was intended to safeguard the feudal rights of the King and lay lords, which were lost when land was
conveyed into the "dead hand" of a religious community, for then there were no more escheats or
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wardships. The effect of the Statute was not to put a stop to conveyances in Mortmain, but to control them and
incidentally to increase the King's revenue by a system of licences which had to be obtained from the King and
Mesne Lords, if any. Licences to alienate, Inquisitions A d Quod Damnum, were only granted after a local inquiry
by the Escheator, a Royal official who looked after the King's right to feudal incidents).

In the case of Effingham, the King (Edward I) issued a writ to the Sheriff dated at Westminster 7th July, 1295.
The Sheriff held his Inquisition and the Jurors were John de Polesden, James Hansard, William de Nortwod, John
Payn, Elye de Cruce, Thomas Faukes, Thomas Lewyte, Wm. de Westminster, Peter de Fraxino, John Pynchen,
Thomas le Leche and Henry Lytlewyne, and they upon their oath, found that there would be no loss or
prejudice to the King, or any other, if licence were granted to the Prior and Convent of Merton to appropriate
the Church and hold it in perpetuity to their own uses, and they found further that the Church was of the proper
patronage of the Priory. This Return was insufficient insomuch as it did not mention the value of the church,
and the King issued a further Writ (1st April, 1299) to the Sheriff to ascertain the value. The Jurors, some the
same as before, were John de Polesden, William de Nortwod, James Hansard, Henry de Berghe, Gilbert Le
Cartere, Gilbert Atte Merche, William de Westminstere, Richard le Warenyr, Peter de Fraxino, Thomas
Faukons, John Pain, and Elie de Cruce. They found that the Church was worth per annum 20 marks. (A mark
was worth 13s 4d).

The Return being satisfactory, the King (IOth April, 1299) gave to the Priory and Convent of Merton licence
to appropriate the Church to themselves and their successors in perpetuity.

A Convention is recorded (23rd July, 1308) in the Bishop's Register as having been made between the Prior
of Merton and the Abbot of Chertsey respecting certain tithes issuing from Effingham. The Priory granted to
the Abbey, chargeable on the great and small tithes of the domain, a pension of fifty shillings a year which Philip
de la Legh and Oswald, his predecessor, had given to the Abbey; in consideration of the pension the Abbey
granted to the Priory the tithes which they were entitled to receive, but had renounced.

In the Spring of the year 1317, the Priory being in want of money, mortgaged to Philip de Barthon,
Archdeacon of Surrey, all tithes of corn and fruit of the great tithes of the parish of Effingham, from the Feast
of St. Barnabas (11 th June) 1317 for a term of 6 years to secure a loan of £26, the Priory agreeing to pay all
extraordinary services and the pension of 50s to the Abbey of Chertsey; the Archdeacon on his part

18. St. Lawrence's Church



55

to pay all ordinary charges and maintain the house of residence of the vicar. The loan was subsequently repaid.
Major Heales says that the two taller windows in the chancel, one on each side, may be ascribed to a little

later period than 1317; that on the south having been a good deal made up, but of that on the north there can
be no doubt, judging from the style of the tracery and the cusping, and the exterior hood moulding, ending
in heads, one of which may possibly represent one of the Priors of Merton (who as Rectors were bound to
keep the chancel in repair). William de Brokesbourne was Prior from 1307 to 1335, and "if this be his portrait,
or that of one of the Canons of Merton, it is the only extant representation of any member of that House, a
very singular fact", Major Heales says, "since they appropriated many churches and flourished during a
period of 400 years, during which the history of the Monastery contains not a shade of serious blame, even from
the tongue of scandal or malice".

The rest of the structure of the chancel dates from the same period, though the other window on the north
side is much later.

On 27th January 1340, John de Tottoford, the Proctor Assumed of the Priory and Convent of Merton, appeared
personally in the Cathedral of St. Paul, London, and presented a Protocol alleging that the Priory possessed and
held to their own proper use, the church of Effingham with its tithes and pertinents, to which Church a
sufficient portion for the vicar had been assigned. He protested to the Apostolic See and the Court of
Canterbury that no one presume or attempt to interfere with the said right; and he called for the first, second
and third time, all persons interested or pretending an interest therein. This was attested by John de Marlesford,
Clerk of Exeter by Apostolic Authority — Notary Public, and he signed his name thereto. This claim was made
with special form and solemnity.

Major Heales assigned the large two-light windows which were on the north side of the nave to
somewhere about this period (1340), and the stained glass in the head to about a century later, but Mr. Palmer
says, with reference to this statement, that the nave windows seem to be entirely renewed, and all the old
stained glass that could be found at the time of the 1886 restoration is now inserted in two heads of

19. Medieval Stone Head —
 possibly a Prior of Merton Priory

20. The Coat of Arms of Sir Thomas Hussey
Apreece on his Sarcophagus
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windows over the vestry door.
The most serious complaint made against the Priory of Merton, says Major Heales, seems to have been in

connection with Effingham Church in that they seriously neglected their duty as Rectors to maintain the chancel
in proper repair, for on 20th April, 1388 the Bishop of Winchester, William of Wykeham, issued a monition against
them reciting that at several visitations to Effingham Church it had manifestly appeared that the chancel was
notoriously in a greatly ruinous state in respect to roof, walls and windows, insomuch that the complaint of the
wrong to the parishioners had at length reached him that no one now, and fora long time past, could celebrate
the Divine Offices in the chancel. The Bishop stated that he had hitherto forborne to interfere in the hope that
the repairs would be duly executed but now in pursuance of the Constitution of Lord Othobon, formerly Legate
in England of the Apostolic See, he monished the Prior peremptorily to have the chancel repaired as might be
needed before the Feast of St. Michael next ensuing, in default of which he himself should, by the authority of
the said Constitution, cause the same to be duly repaired at the cost of the said Monastery and Church; besides
which he should further proceed against them canonically for contempt of their monition, dated at Southwark.

From this document we learn the date (1388) of the eastern window on each side of the chancel, and they
are, perhaps, by a pupil of the eminent Patron of architecture, William of Wykeham himself, in obedience to
whose monition the work was evidently done. (According to the Victoria County History they contain much
of the spirit of Winchester Cathedral in their simple and heavy detail.)

Mr. Palmer (1911) says that these two eastern light windows of the chancel remain and are filled with stained
glass, some very poor indeed. He also says that the brick tower built in 1759 had been replaced by one of flint
with battlemented parapet, the lower part open to the church under a lofty stone arch.

When the survey of Church goods was made in the reign of King Edward VI, the Commissioners reported 18th
May, 1553, that at Effingham there were 4 bells in the steeple and a sacring bell, all of which remained in the
charge of the Church Wardens John Awood and Bartholomew Humfrey, for the King's use.

(Major Heales says that when he visited the Church in 1877 the bell which was then in the tower was dated
1679 and was cast by W. E. Eldridge, but at his subsequent visit the bell in the tower was cast by Taylor in
1880).

Of the other Church goods the Commissioners only found a chalice weighing 1 IViozs, which, with all the rest
of the ornaments were given to furnish the Communion table.

The font referred to by Cracklow, Heales says, was not of a very definite type, probably of the
Perpendicular period. Palmer says in 1911 that the old font had disappeared (it had, in fact, according to a note
in a Parish Register, been given to a mission church in Rugby) and had been replaced by a modern font of
alabaster or light marble, a substantial bowl on a drum and four marble shafts. This font was given by the Misses
Teesdale in 1891.

(Among the notes from the Register of the Rural Dean of Stoke, 1829 {Surrey Arch. Colls. XXV) is one which
says "Font Antient — formed of chalk").

In The Charm of old Surrey by Mr. H. M. Alderman (1931) the author draws attention to the Parish Chest
in the south transept which he says is unlike any other in Surrey in being dovetailed. The date on it is 1745 and
the name "Urry", the lord of the manor of Effingham at that time.

(3) Chantry Lights
The suppression of the monasteries resulted in the dissolving of Chantries, and an act passed (37 Henry VIII)

transferred them to the crown "For Mayntenance of thees present warres against the Relmes of France and
Scotland". In Surrey, generally, it was not acted upon in Henry's lifetime. He died on 28th January, 1547, and
one of the first acts of King Edward VI was to direct that all Chantries should be vested in the King. The Return
is in the Public Records Office. That relating to Effingham is as follows:-

"Also what landes, Tenements and Hereditaments hath been appoynted holly to the fynding of any annyver-
sary obyte light lamp or other like intent and purpose for ever which hath bene kept within the said years:

Effingham
Obites and lights usede and maynteyned within the parishe churche of Effingham with such revenues gyvane
to that use for ever which are worth

In Rent and Ferme by yere Rent Resolute
xiiiis iiiid iiiid
Whereof in to the Pore iiiis
and so retyaineth clere xs"
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On Page 64 of the Ef fingham Memorandum Book there is a note in Mr. Miller's handwriting as follows:

"King Edward VI in his 4th year, granted to Thomas Reve of London, Gent., John Johnson of London,
Fishmonger, Henry Hereson, for £1572. 1. SVz among other lands, all those lands containing by
estimation 4 acres now or late in the tenure of John Atlee lying and being at Wingats in Effingham in ye County
of Surrey and lately heretofore given granted assigned appointed and being for ye maintenance of lights in
the church of Effingham aforesaid".

"(Taken out of a copy of Record belonging unto Jon Cook of Effingham Polsden who saith he thinks No Man's
Acre to be part of it. Goody Webster says she has somewt to show for No Man's Acre. No Man's Acre contains 1V4
acres of ground or thereabouts)". See Illustration 1.

An entry in the Land Registry (190 F.76) refers to "4 acres (1547/50) in Effingham @ -/4'/2d. Vicar of
Effingham for maintenance of a light in the church (sold by the Queen)".

(4) Monuments
The only monument of much archaeological value, according to Major Heales, is a slab in the floor of the nave

below the chancel steps, measuring 6ft Sin long x 2ft 7in at the head narrowing to 1ft SViin at the foot with a
marginal inscription in Norman French originally formed with metal letters set separately. These

21.   The coffin lid of Walter de Geddingges in St. Lawrence's Church

have long since disappeared, but their outline in the stone matrix shows the following legend:
X VATER: DE : GEDDING-
GES : GIT : ICI : DEU : A:SA
:ALME : FACE : MERCI :

(Walter de Geddingges lies here May God have mercy on his soul). (See reference to the de Geddingges family
under Effingham Manor on p. 15). It is very difficult to decipher this inscription now, but Mr. Miller copied it into
one of the parish registers on 11th August, 1718.

Mr. Palmer says (1911) with regard to this monument that the outline of the matrix of a kneeling figure
(sideways) can be traced.

High up on the south wall of the tower now are three brasses removed from other parts of the church.
(1) "Pray for the soul of John Aley which decissed the XXVI day of Apriell the yere of oure Lord
MCCCCCVII on whose soul JHU have mercy AME".
(2) "Here lyeth buried the body of John Agmondesham, late of Rowgh Barnes in the County of Surr.
Esquire, sometime reader of New Inne and after an apprentice of the Lawe, who dyed the first day of
August Anno Dni 1598."
(He was buried the following day according to the Parish Register. "The second daie of August was John
Agmondesham of Rowe Barnes, Esquier buried 1598").
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(3) "John Cooke and Frances his wife was buried 25th April, 1629."
A brass of Annes Aley, 1482, mentioned by Manning and Bray, has disappeared.
Another memorial of some interest is now inserted on the north wall of the tower. It is composed of tiles

set all in a row. The tiles were formerly in the pavement in the chancel and they commemorate the children of
the Rev. William Walker, Vicar from 1676-96:

"HIC J AGENT SUN A (SUSANNA) W (ALKER) OB. 1678 AET 8 AN
ROBT. W OB 1686 AET 3 AN
ROBT. W. OB 1688 AET 2 AN
GU (LIELMUS) WALKER HUIUS ECCLESIAE IAM IAM
VICARIO, 1693"

Major Heales says that sepulchral memorials formed of floor tiles are extremely rare.
(This concludes Major Heales' report on Effingham Church)

There is evidence of an ancient heart burial in the south wall of the tower, but so far nothing has been
discovered about this. The practice of intra-mural burial of the hearts of people of consequence was in active
operation in the early 12th century in this country and persisted until fairly recent times.

Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece, Bart.
On the wall of the tower of the Church is a memorial to Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece, who came to live in

Effingham in 1815, and he is buried in a large sarcophagus in the churchyard. He purchased Effingham House
(now the Golf Club) on the death of George Bogle. He is described in the memorial as being late of Washingley
Hall in Huntingdon, of Honnington in Lincoln and Cranham Hall in Essex. His paternal descent is said to have
been from the illustrious family of App-Rhese of the County of Brecnoc who were Princes of South Wales from
about the year 1202. He was maternally descended from Sir Benjamin Wright, Bart, of Cranham Hall, Essex, who
at his own cost defrayed the expense of the Embassy of Spain and of King Charles IFs residence there during
the King's exile.

In the Encyclopaedia Britannica there is an account of an action off the north-east coast of England in 1799
in which Sir Thomas, as Captain in the Huntingdon Militia, is said to have distinguished himself in the defence of
Alnwick against the noted Pirate, Paul Jones.

Thomas Hussey Apreece was born at Washingley in 1744 and died in Effingham in 1833. His Will with four
codicils covers 19 closely written pages, and refers mainly to his Effingham property, specifically excluding
property for which he was Trustee. This presumably refers partly to Washingley to which there is one reference
in a codicil when he bequeaths £100 3% Consols in trust to his son Thomas George Apreece of Washingley Hall,
the interest to be divided among six poor women, married or single, parishioners of Washingley, on 25th
December, yearly.

The main body of the Will made in 1830 refers to Effingham House, barn, stables, coach houses, cottages,
buildings, gardens and lands in Effingham "my freehold villa, messuage, on the opposite side of the turnpike
road to Effingham House and lately built by me with 3 acres of land adjoining". (This building is now called
"Grove House"). "Also those 3 small cottages or dwelling houses now occupied by several labouring people and
situate at the bottom of the village of Effingham". (This building is the house opposite the "Sir Douglas Haig
Hotel" and now called "Middle Farm").

"Also of the farm yard, stables, barns and outbuildings thereon with about 3 or 4 acres of land adjoining".
All this property was bequested to Louisa Venmore, Spinster, and to Lucy Parratt, the wife of

Hillebrand Meredith Parratt, for her sole use (her husband not to benefit).
To each servant living at his death he left a suit of mourning and £5.
After Louisa Venmore's death her share of the property was to go to Lucy Parratt and her children.
The first Codicil (1831) refers to purchase of tithes and dues from William Currie.
The second Codicil (1832) records that he had purchased by public auction, through Hillebrand

Meredith Parratt, the husband of Lucy Parratt, the Manor of Effingham and certain lands.
The third Codicil concerns the £100 Trust fund and the fourth Codicil (14th May, 1833) says that the Manor

of Effingham had been conveyed to him on 2nd and 3rd May, 1833 by T. F., J., C., and Mary Ann Fitzherbert
Brockholes, and J., G., and F., Fitzherbert.

All this property was left to his Trustees on the same terms as in his Will.
The Will with codicils was proved in London on 4th June, 1833 and the property remained in the Parratt family

until 1922 when it was sold by Mrs. Tristram to Mr. R. R. Calburn and others.
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Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece married Dorothea, the younger daughter of Shukburgh Ashby of Quenby in
Leicestershire and one of the wards at Leicester Infirmary is named after her, having been built with funds
provided by her daughter, Amelia, who bequeathed £10,000 to the Infirmary for this purpose in 1860. The
information about the bequest was given to us by Mr. E. R. Frizelle, a surgeon at the Leicester Infirmary with
whom we have exchanged information about the Apreece family.

Thomas George, the only surviving son, died unmarried in 1842, and the title became extinct. The whole of
his property passed to St. George's Hospital.

Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner in Buildings of Surrey draws attention to the monument to Maria Parratt, 1844,
high up in the tower "Reclining effigy and mourning figure, good, crisply done, without sentimentality, by
William Pistell".

Daniel Carpenter's Advice
In the churchyard there is a warning to us all inscribed on the tombstone of Daniel Carpenter of Lee Brooke,

Effingham Common, who died on 3rd January, 1855:-
"All you who pass this way along
Pray think how sudden I was gone
God do not always warning give
So Pray be careful how you live"

(5) Rebuilding the Steeple
There is a note in the second Parish Register, 5th May 1718, by Rev. John Miller saying that "the timber steeple,

75ft high, spire and all being rotten was pulled down, when it appeared that it had not been up more than 150
years, and that, as at Little Bookham, the first belfry was built upon the church roof for a saint's bell."

There is a detailed estimate amounting to £1,115 in Surrey Record Office for the 1757 rebuilding of the steeple.
The main items were the erection of a tower of brick 60ft high, timber and frames for three bells, wheels and
ironwork and pulling down and rebuilding certain walls and the provision of new pews. The walls were
plastered inside and out. The estimate was prepared by George Monk, Carpenter, Henry Lee and George Mascall.
A stone inscription inside the tower records this rebuilding with the names of the Vicar, Thomas Bonney and two
Churchwardens, Thos. Killick and George Monk.

In order to pay for this work a Brief (i.e. a Royal Mandate to collect money from other churches) was obtained.
(Quarter Sessions Book — Order to the Chancellor for a Brief to rebuild the Church at Effingham 16.7. 1751).

The application stated that "the steeple belonging to the church was by length of time worn out and decayed
and the inhabitants to prevent it falling upon the Church have some years ago been obliged to take it down, and
the Church for want of same has been for some time exposed to and damaged by weather, and the walls are in
some cases bulged out 12in from the perpendicular, and the buttresses that support them are in a ruinous
condition so that the parishioners of said parish, being tenants at rack rents and burdened with numerous poor
are unable to raise a sufficient sum to repair the Church".

Sir More Molyneux and other J.Ps. testified that "George Monk, Henry Lee and George Mascall, all able and
experienced for this purpose had been examined under oath regarding the estimate of £1,115 which they had
prepared, and the J.Ps were satisfied that the parishioners were wholly unable to rebuild the steeple and repair
the church without the charitable benevolence of all well disposed persons". They therefore signed a petition
to the Lord Chancellor of Gt. Britain for obtaining "His Most Gracious Majesty's Letters Patent for asking and
receiving the charitable benevolences of all His Majesty's well disposed subjects".

The Petition was also signed by Thomas Bonney, Vicar, John Urry and Thomas Tall, Churchwardens, Edmund
Young, J. Killick, J. Ansell, H. Webster, J. Venn, W. Hearn, T. Cook, G. Nye, D. Biggs.

(A Brief was addressed to the Minister and Churchwardens at other Churches, and normally it was read out
from the pulpit. At the close of the service the clerk stood by the door to take the collection, saying as the
congregation left "Please to remember the brief". The funds were handed to a duly authorised collector.)

In the new Parish "Book of Briefs" at Home there is the following entry: —
"Effingham Church. Damage £1,115. Sum gathered £00. OOs. 6d. 25th February, 1759".
It is not known how much money was collected in this way.
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(6) The Church in the 19th and 20th centuries
According to the notes in the Parish Register a gallery for the choir was erected in 1827 and the church was

repaired at the sole cost of Mr. Miles Stringer, then the Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court; a "neat
vestry" was erected in 1828, paid for by voluntary contributions, and in 1885 the east wall of the Chancel was
taken down and rebuilt and a large three-light window inserted.

In 1887 a Petition for a faculty to restore and enlarge the church was obtained by the Vicar, the Rev. E. F.
Baily, and the two church wardens Mr. Marmaduke Teesdale and Mr. Uriah Loxley. The work comprised the
building of exterior buttresses to the tower, and a new aisle on the south between the transept and the porch, the
fixing of an oak screen, and taking down of the gallery in the transept, and restoring a window partly blocked;
also the removal of the local red tiles from the floor and provision of a new floor, replacing several memorial
tablets, removal of high enclosed pews, and the provision of new oak choir stalls and benches. (The 15th century
fleur-de-lis bench end has been copied in the modern chancel seats). The cost of this work was £1,500 and it was
stated in the Petition that the money had been subscribed.

The floor of the Chancel was raised 6 steps above the nave and the tower was reconstructed in flint with a
high inside arch. The work was carried out under Mr. W. J. Shearburn.

During the reconstruction the roof of the chancel was raised about 3 feet and faint traces of a decorative
character were discovered. A stone holy water stoup was found embedded in the wall close to the old porch,
and in the transept an ancient piscina in good preservation marked the site of an altar in former days.

In 1891, the altar rails, which were at first intended for the British Embassy in Paris, were bought by public
subscription for St. Lawrence's Church.

The pulpit was the gift of Mr. Caesar Czarnikow (Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court) in 1901, and
it was made from an old tie beam removed from the roof of the chancel. The Lectern was the gift of Mr. E.
C. Lambert, tenant of the Manor of Effingham.

In 1890, a chiming clock and five bells made by Gillett of Croydon was given by Mr. F. Muir of "The Lodge".
In 1934 a mains driven clock was installed, but the old face was retained and the new mechanism still strikes
the 1890 bells.

In 1 899 a new choir vestry was built and the existing organ chamber on the south side enlarged. Funds for
this work were provided by Miss Paris in her Will. She died 4th July, 1899.

Mr. Palmer (1911)  says that the window in the wall of the chapel (south end) now looking into the Vestry,
may be the window removed from the south wall of the chancel and above that are the crowns of two lancet
lights, in which are the only pieces of old glass still existing.

In 1933 the plaster ceiling of St. Nicholas Chapel (the transept) was removed on the initiative of Mr. (later
Sir) Barnes Wallis, and a fine mediaeval roof was disclosed. Mr. D. F. Renn, says that this roof has crown posts
(that is, short posts between the tie beams and collar beams) which are strutted down to the tie beam and up to the
central purlin. Mr. Renn considers this roof to be of the early 14th century and he says that the roof of the house
(now called Grasslands) at Effingham Cross Roads is of similar construction.

(7) Plate
The Communion Plate is Elizabethan and Georgian, a silver cup and cover paten, with London

hall-marks of 1569, and with the date 1570 and "E", the initial letter of the parish, pricked on the cover; a pewter
paten and flagon and plate of the early 18th century; a silver cup and standing paten and flagon given in 1828
by Mr. Miles Stringer.

(8) Patronage

In 1535 the Prior of Merton granted to John Holgate a lease of the Rectory with all tithes and profits,
excepting presentation of the Vicar and mortuaries, to hold from Midsummer 1544 for 21 years at £12.
6. 8. but chargeable with a pension to the Vicar. After the dissolution of Merton Priory King Henry VIII
retained the patronage of the living. In 155 1 the rectory and church were granted by King Edward VI to John
Poynet, Bishop of Winchester and the grant was confirmed in 1558 by King Philip and Queen Mary.

In 1626 Lady Catherine Cornwallis of East Horsley died possessed of the Rectory of Effingham which
she bequeathed to her nephew, Thomas Earl of Southampton, who in 1629 conveyed the Rectory with
tithes to Carewe Raleigh of West Horsley, son of Sir Walter Raleigh. Raleigh conveyed it to William Grey,
who in 1645 died possessed of the Rectory and tithes, together with the Manor of Effingham East Court,
with which it afterwards descended. The patronage of the living, however, was reserved to the Crown until
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1866, when it was sold. In 1891 the living was in the gift of the Vicar, the Rev. E. F. Baily, and he bequeathed
it to Keble College, Oxford. Since Mr. Baily's death this College has appointed the Vicars of Effingham. It is now
a joint living with Little Bookham. During the incumbency of Rev. J. W. Reynolds at Effingham the living of Little
Bookham was bestowed on him by Miss Elizabeth Green, Lady of that Manor; and subsequently the advowson
of Little Bookham was given by her to Keble College Oxford.

The parish of Effingham heretofore in the diocese of Winchester became part of the diocese of Guildford when
it was formed in 1933.

(9) Some Architectural notes from Victoria County History

"The proportions of the nave suggest 12th century date. The east window of the chancel is a modern one
of 3 lights under a traceried pointed head, but north-east and south-east windows clearly belong to work of
1338. Each is of 2 cinquefoiled pointed lights with a quatrefoiled spandrel under a two centred segmental arch,
the inner jambs and mullions are moulded and the outer are double chamfered with a moulded label.

The north-west window is an earlier one of two trefoiled pointed lights with plain pierced spandrel on a two
centred arch; the jambs are of two chamfers and the label is a filleted round.

The transept has a 15th century window at the south-east now looking into the vestry, of two
cinquefoiled lights under a square head with a label.

In the south wall is a small square piscina with a projecting corbel basin 11 ins. x lOins. probably
contemporary with the transept. Of the two lancets which pierce this wall the eastern has modern jambs inside
and old jamb stones outside, and the western - old inner jambs and modern outer. In the west wall are two
lancets of which the north one has old inner and modern outer and the other is wholly modern. The south-west
angle of transept was repaired in red brick in 17th or 18th centuries. The square buttresses are modern.

Old square recess near south-west doorway with chamfered edge in which is set a modern sill with basin."

An Annual Fair was held in mediaeval times on St. Lawrence's Day (10th August) but John Aubrey, the 17th
century antiquarian, records that this was transferred to 1 5th July before the end of the 1 5th century, and
subsequently abandoned (See Map of Fields for site of Fair).
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CHAPTER 16

DISSENTERS

There is evidence that some inhabitants of Effingham in the 17th century were Dissenters in matters of
religion. At the Surrey Quarter Sessions, 1st July 1661, it is recorded that Thomas Martyr, William
Wilkinson (the "Parish Register" of Commonwealth days) and John Box, all shoemakers of Effingham "have
not repaired to their parish church, remaining there in an orderly and sober manner during the time of common
prayer for twenty Sundays immediately preceding the date of inquisition, abstaining without reasonable impedi-
ment, tho' they were 16 years of age and more". They were indicted again in 1662 "to answer touching certain
trespasses contempts and misdemeanours."

In 1664 Thomas Marter, Husbandman, William Wilkinson, Chandler, and Joan Lee, Widow, were
indicted for not repairing to their parish church nor to any place of common worship.

On 14th May, 1665, William Wilkinson of Effingham, Labourer, "being of age of 16 years and more,
assembled with other evildoers at the house of W. Hampshire of Albury, under colour of exercise of
religion. Being convicted by notorious evidence of the fact before Arthur Onslow and Roger Duncomb Esq.,
J.Ps on the same day, they were committed to the common gaol of the county for six days unless they paid
as fines 12d".

In 1728, Mr. Godfrey, the Vicar, entered this note in his Parish Register: —
"Thomas Martyr, Yeoman aged about 40 baptised. Mary, Sister of Thomas Martyr and Wife of Richard Cooke,
aged about 39, baptised. They were born of Ana-Baptist parents. (Memo: Before I did or would baptise these
two adult persons I applied to the Rt. Rev. Dr. Willis, our present Bishop, for leave, and had it granted)".
No doubt these were the descendants of Thomas Martyr who appeared at the Quarter Sessions in 1664.
From 1552—1662 Presbyterianism was a Reform movement within the Church of England, but this was ended

by the ejection of Clergy who did not accept the Act of Uniformity of 1662, after which the Presbyterian
system of Church Government was proscribed in England, but many congregations formed round the ejected
ministers.

Both Charles II and his brother James II were sincerely in favour of toleration but their efforts to bring it
about were defeated and non-conformists still laboured under the disabilities of the Test and Corporation Acts
under which any person appointed to a place of trust under the Crown or to any municipal office had to attend
the parish church and receive the Holy Communion according to the Anglican rite. This device did exclude
effectively Roman Catholics from public office, but it became a widespread practice for Protestant dissenters
to pay a single visit to the parish church, receive the Sacrament and a certificate, and thereafter go regularly to a
meeting house.

As a gesture of conciliation in 1689 under William III, who was a Calvinist, a Toleration Act was passed under
which Protestant dissenters were permitted to worship in their own meeting houses provided that the building so
used had been registered with the diocesan Bishop or at the Quarter Sessions.

After the repeal of penal legislation, surviving Presbyterian Congregations joined together in 1831.
The earliest record of a Methodist Society in Effingham is a certificate dated 1844 from the Deputy

Registrar of the Commissary Court of the Lord Bishop of Winchester stating that he had registered a
Declaration by one Aaron Langley of Dorking "That the dwelling house of Mrs. Mary Cooke situated in the
parish of Effingham in the County of Surrey is intended forthwith to be used as a place of religious worship
by an assembly or congregation of Protestants". The Society flourished and in 1854 a Chapel was built on
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land bought from Mrs. Elizabeth Johnson (nee Elizabeth Fish). In 1860 Methodists from Effingham helped to
establish the Society at Leatherhead.

The Chapel is said to have been well filled during the 19th century and is in use today. A School Room has
recently been erected on the site. (The information about Effingham Methodist Society was given by Mrs.
Pollard, a staunch Methodist, who lives at No.4 Church Cottages, where Mrs. Mary Cooke lived in 1844).

There is no evidence of Catholic recusancy among the parishioners of Effingham. Catholic worship was
resumed in the parish after Mr. George Pauling acquired "The Lodge", and he allowed Catholics to use the Chapel
in his house until, as stated elsewhere, the Catholic church which he built and endowed, was opened in 1913.
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CHAPTER 17

 PARISH REGISTERS

The Parish Registers begin in 1565 and they are well kept. In that year, Elizabeth Cooke, daughter of Francis
Cooke was baptised and so were William Lee, son of John Attlee, and Elizabeth Marter, daughter of John Marter.
These were all names of well-established families who played a constant part in the subsequent history of the
village. The names of Finden, Killick, Hiller and Berry soon followed and persisted for many generations and the
Snelling and Nele or Neale families left their names attached to holdings.

In 1 596 Richard Bythewood married Beatrice Inwood; their children were called simply "Wood". In the same
way "Bystone" became "Stone" and "Alley or Attlee" became Lee or Leighe.

In 1602 Constance Chaplin of Dog Kennel Green married John Berry and the Berrys subsequently had this
property until the end of the 18th century.

There was much intermarriage in the village, especially between the Cookes and the Atlees and the
Findens. Some of their properties were amalgamated when the marriages took place and often the
properties reverted back to the parent families when there were no immediate heirs.

The entries up to 1624 have been copied from an earlier book and there is a note on the cover of the book
which says "Anno Dni 1623 Edwd (Name gone) bought this book, price viiid"

On 24th August 1653 an Act of Barebones' Parliament took away from Ministers not only the custody of
the Parish Registers, but also the solemnization of the marriage ceremony itself, which was entrusted to the
Justices of the Peace. The Registers were put in the care of a new secular official called "The Parish Register"
(not Registrar) elected by all the ratepayers of the parish and sworn before and approved by a magistrate. All
registration functions were entrusted to these officials at a fee of 12d per birth and baptising and 4d per death and
burial. An Ordinance of 24th August 1653 legalised civil marriages; such marriages were confirmed by statute
after the Restoration of King Charles II in 1660. William Wilkinson was chosen and sworn Register of
Effingham in 1655 and it was he, no doubt, who was indicted for not attending his parish church in 1661, 1662,
1664 and 1665.

The other Parish Officers chosen whose names were entered in the Parish Register in 1655 were: — Edmond
Cooke and Robert Lee - Church Wardens, John Skeete and Thomas Stoball — Way Wardens, William
Synke and William Handford, Collectors.

Up to 1657 baptisms, marriages and burials were all entered together in the same book as they
happened. In the first few entries after this (during the Commonwealth period), the date of birth, not baptism,
was entered, but later, in most cases, the dates of birth and baptism were entered and in 1659 "sprinkled" was
substituted for "baptised" in some cases.

In 1656 two Overseers of the Poor were chosen, Richard Tickner and William Wilkinson, and their names were
entered in the Parish Register.

There is a note that "A Briefe was gathered the 3rd day of Aprille, 1659, for a great loss which happened by
fire in the Cittie of London in the parish of Fleet Street, by Nicholas Jeater, three shillings and nine pence".

An Act of Parliament in 1666 required burial in woollen and a similar Act was passed in 1678 which provided
that: —

"No corpse of any person (except those who died of the Plague) shall be buried in any shirt, shift, sheet
or shroud or anything whatsoever made or mingled with flax, hemp, silk, hair, gold or silver or in any
stuff or thing, other than what is made of sheep's wool only, or be put into any coffin lined or faced
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with any other material but sheep's wool only".

This was intended to encourage the wool trade, and heavy penalties were ordered upon those who
neglected to comply with it. The Act assumed as necessary a shroud but not a coffin. It was not until the 18th
and 19th centuries that coffin burial became universal. The Act also provided that within 8 days of the funeral,
affidavit must be made that the law had been complied with. Penalties were ordered of £5 on the estate of any
person not buried in woollen, on the householder in whose house he died, on the persons connected with the funeral,
on ministers neglecting to certify non-receipt of the affidavit, and on Overseers neglecting to levy the penalty. Half
of each penalty went to the poor and half to the informer.

This legislation is reflected in the Effingham Parish Registers, the word "Affidavit" being added to the record
of each burial, when one had been provided. Occasionally it is recorded "No affidavit — notice given to Church
Warden."

The Act was repealed in 1814 but for many years it had been only partially obeyed.
There is another note "An account of certificate given for the King's Evil Nov. ye 30th 1684 To Robert, son

of Robert Berry."
The custom of treating the King's Evil (Scrofula — tuberculosis, especially of the neck glands) with the divine

power of the royal touch dated from very early times and was regularly established in England by Henry II in
1163. The sufferer was required to take to the ceremony a certificate from his Minister and Churchwardens. Charles
II used a gold medalet of the value of 10s with the motto "Glory be to God alone" (Soli Deo Gloria) and arranged
to touch not more than 200 patients every Friday. After the death of Queen Anne, the custom seems to have lapsed.

The second volume of the Parish Registers bears the following memorandum:

"This Booke was bought, ruled and written by John Miller, Vicar An°
1710 to the succeeding Vicars: The order here observed let it remain
unchanged and unmixt with words of forrn strain Enter yor selves and
trust no weaker hand of wife or child or clerk, so it may stand fair as
'tis left you; hurt to keep it from, so it may last a thousand years to
come" "John Miller"

Then Mr. Miller copied the Episcopal Ordination as to the profits to be enjoyed by the Vicars and an account
of the Vicar's glebe land, and other lands paying him tithe. A later Vicar, John Chorley Knowles, made entries
as to tithes and boundaries for future protection against impropriation.

Mr. Miller also collected notes about his predecessors. The entries relating to Parish Clerks in the early Registers
are:

"Thomas Monk, The Clark, was buried Nov. 19 1579
Edward. . . in 1623
Thomas Wood, Clark of Effingham, Aug 5. 1627
Robt. Wood son of Thos. Wood, Clark of Effingham was baptised 18. 3. 1631
Wm. Wilkinson was chosen and sworn "Register" of the Parish 10. 5. 1655.
Wm. Crockford, Clark, was buried 9. 3. 1694
Joseph Crockford, Clark, went out 2. 2. 1720/1"

The record in the Parish Register of the burial in 1756 of Catherine Devon described as "a child from the
Foundling Hospital" caused the writer to make enquiries at Guildford Muniment Room, and Miss G. M. Beck
supplied the following information which she had obtained from the Greater London Council Record Office where
the Foundling Hospital records are deposited:

"The boarding out of children from the Foundling Hospital, built by Captain Coram, first at Hatton Garden
and then at Lambs Conduit Fields started in a small way in 1741 and it depended upon the charitable nature
and voluntary help of Vicars and J.Ps. Inspectors found women in the villages in the Home Counties who were
willing to act as nurses and someone was sent to London to collect the babies. Regular payments were made for
their support and clothing was supplied. The children returned to the Hospital when they were five years old.

The year 1756 was a year of indiscriminate admission to the Foundling Hospital when anyone could put a
baby, supposedly under 2 years old, in a basket at the Hospital Lodge Gate, ring the bell and go away with
no questions asked. The Hospital was overwhelmed with babies, many of them sick and dying on arrival. To
cope with this situation new inspectors were found and Mr. Hugh Kerr of Dorking supervised
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nurses in villages round about. Between 1756 and 1765, he had 610 babies of whom 326 died, 201 before 6 months
old. The Hospital was forced to give up indiscriminate admission in 1760."

It is not known how many babies came to Effingham, but 8 of them were buried here between 1756 and 1762.
Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act began to be enforced after 1755 and this required records of banns and marriages

to be kept. The entries had to be signed by the parties, who in many cases in Effingham could not write their names,
but put their marks. Although a school for a dozen children in Effingham was mentioned in the Bishop's
Visitation report in 1725, the standard of literacy does not seem to have been very high in the middle of the 18th
century.

In 1755 William Spratley, Shoemaker, married Ann Hearne, widow, and they both put their marks; in 1772
John Killick married Jane Cooper and they both signed their names. In 1777 there were 5 marriages and in one
case both parties signed their names, in three other cases one of each marriage could write, two men and 1
woman, and in the other neither of the parties could write. In 1797 there were 4 marriages, in one case both
signed their names, in the other 3 cases none of them could write. In 1829, there were five marriages and in each
case one of the parties could write — 3 women and 2 men.

In 1802 Susan de Lancey married William Johnson of Twickenham and Oliver de Lancey was a witness. They
all signed their names.

Very few illegitimate births were recorded in the first Parish Register. (This confirms the findings of the late
Mr. W. E. Tate in his book The Parish Chest). It was not until 1631 that the first one occurred and the entry
recorded "No husband". Five years later it was recorded that there was no father for a child who was baptised.

Papers in the parish chest make it clear that in later years when the father was known he or his family were
made responsible for the maintenance of the illegitimate child.
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CHAPTER 18

SCHOOLS

The first mention of a school in Effingham occurs in the Bishop's (Dr. Willis') visitation report of 1725 in
which he refers to a school of a dozen children. It did depend very much on the Vicar of each parish whether
or not there was a school in the parish and the Rev. John Miller, who died in 1724, being a scholar, was probably
responsible for the Effingham School. When it became compulsory, after about 1750, for those getting married
to sign the Marriage Register, we get some idea of the state of literacy in the village, and we know that in the
19th century before the present primary school was built, there was a school at Crossways, in the building
formerly a coachouse, now used as a Doctors' Surgery. Mr. Coombs was the Schoolmaster in 1843 and Mr. Palmer
in 1847. A note in a directory of 1855 says that there was a school in Effingham at that time, supported by the
clergyman, the Rev. H. Malthus, and the gentry of the parish. The Rev. H. Malthus was the son of Thomas Robert
Malthus (1766—1834), politician, economist and author of Essay on Population; he was Curate of Albury in 1798.

•The Village School, now called St. Lawrence Primary School, was built in 1857 and there is a long account
of the opening of it in "The Illustrated London News" on 27th June of that year. The Rev. H. Malthus was
the Vicar at that time and the report of his sermon says that the buildings were the gift of Charlotte Stringer,
the daughter of Miles Stringer (former Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court), and who himself had been a
kind and bountiful benefactor to the parish during his lifetime. Charlotte lived and grew up in the village and
married her cousin, Edgar Pinchbeck Stringer, who was also born and brought up in Effingham. "How many of
us" Mr. Malthus said "remember with what unaffected piety and gentleness she befriended her poorer
neighbours — how especially her zealous desire to educate the young led her to establish an Infant School on
the Hill, which was confided to her fostering care until she married." Charlotte died soon after her marriage,
and left a legacy for the building of a school for 100 children, and with it obtained the aid of a Parliamentary
grant. The Earl of Lovelace, a landowner in the parish, though not a resident, gave the land on which the school
was built.

The inscription on the foundation stone was as follows: —
"To the glory of God and for the benefit of the parishioners, this School is erected, the gift of Charlotte
Stringer, now deceased, aided by a grant from the Parliamentary Fund for Education. This stone was laid on

14th July, 1856
by Edgar P. Stringer, husband of the Foundress,
The land for this building was given by the Earl

of Lovelace"

Mr. Malthus went on to examine the state of education in the country, and in Effingham, and he says that
for the previous 10 years a sum of £411. 17s. had been granted to the Parish by the Council on Education
for books, for increasing the master's salary, for the apprenticing of pupil teachers, and for a capitation grant.

The School, the main building of which looks much the same in the engraving in the "News" in 1857 as it
does today, was built in red bricks with Bath stone dressings, under the direction of the architect Mr. A. D.
Gough. An Industrial Room and a Teacher's Residence were provided, with lawn and flower beds in front,
playground and out-buildings in the rear.
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In 1870 the Elementary Education Act (for which W. E. Forster and W. E. Gladstone were primarily
responsible) was passed introducing School Boards, and under Mundella's Act of 1880 children between 5 and
10 years of age were compelled to attend school. Undenominational board schools were supported by Government
Grant. Voluntary schools, like St. Lawrence's continued, but without state aid.

Until the Balfour Act of 1902 Effingham Village School was maintained chiefly by local members of the Church
who subscribed annually, supplemented by occasional grants from a Religious Organisation and by financial
Government assistance "per capita" for scholars who reached a certain standard in the three "rs". From the School
log it appears that in the 1870s and 1880s the attendance of scholars was often irregular due to their interest in
"bean dropping", "bird scaring", "covert beating" and similar land pursuits. In 1910 a dual appointment of
husband and wife (Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Adams) was made by the School Managers, and the School continued
under this control until 1945.

Mr. Frank Watkins, Headmaster of St. Lawrence's School for 25 years, retired in April 1973. Many gifts were
presented to him by local organisations, including the Parish Council, as a tribute to his services to the school and
to the community.

After the first World War (1914 — 18) there was an expansion of the life of the School and of the village.
Effingham received its quota of "Homes for Heroes" when twelve "Victory Cottages" were built, sponsored by
Dorking Rural District Council. These and other new houses built in the village about the same time meant an
increase in child population and the school became overcrowded. As a temporary measure a hall opposite the
school was adapted and taken into commission, and in 1932 a new wing of the school was built, less spacious
than at first intended because of financial stringency in the country. This extra space was occupied normally
until 1939 when, at the outbreak of the Second World War a London School was evacuated to the village and used
the premises for half of each day.

At this time a reorganisation in education occurred and a large school was erected in part of the grounds of
"The Lodge", to which were admitted scholars of 11 years of age and over from Effingham and nearby villages.
It is called the "Howard of Effingham County Secondary School". In the proposed reorganisation of this School
on Comprehensive lines, it will be a 10 Form Entry School with 1,200 places as well as 180 Sixth Form places.
It will take boys and girls between the ages of 12 and 18 from a wide area.

During the Second World War evacuees were sent into Effingham from two London Schools, Munster Road,
Fulham, and the Strand School, Dulwich. Over 300 children were billeted in the various cottages and houses. Some
of these children quickly returned to their homes, others stayed the whole time until eventually the schools
returned to London.

As stated elsewhere there is a large Boarding and Day School, St. Teresa's Convent, at Effingham Hill, with
a Preparatory School at Grove House (formerly "The Villa") on the Guildford Road.

22. St. Lawrence Primary School
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CHAPTER 19

CHARITIES

(1) Henry Smith's Charity
Effingham still benefits from Henry Smith's Charity, being one of the ten Surrey parishes receiving their

payments from the letting of an estate and farm called "Iwood", a reputed Manor, and the Mansion House of
the Lords of Warbleton in Sussex, formerly the property of Henry Smith, a silversmith, who died on 3rd January,
1627, nearly 79 years of age, possessed of considerable wealth and real estate. (Will proved 24. 4. 1627 —
Prerogative Court of Canterbury). A widower with no children, his chief concern was to ensure that the bulk of his
fortune should benefit the poor in Surrey. All but 3 parishes in Surrey do benefit, the three omitted being Tatsfield,
St. Martha's and Wanborough, all very small. He did not himself select the parishes, his Trustees being empowered
to benefit all Surrey parishes. The beginning of his Will is as follows: —

"I Henry Smith of Silver Street, London, Esq., being in health of body and of good and perfect memory and
understanding, thanks be therefore given unto God, do make and ordain my last Will and Testament in writing
in manner and form following, that is to say, first and principally I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty
God my Heavenly Father, trusting assuredly by the only death and passion of Jesus Christ, His Son my only
Saviour and Redeemer, to have remission of all my sins and to be made an inheritor of Eternal Life. And I
commend my body to the earth whereof it is made, to be buried in such place and in such decent manner as
my Executors hereinafter named shall be thought fitt, there to remain in Christian burial until the
resurrection of all flesh which I assuredly believe and expect."
The proceeds of the estate which he left were to go "to the relief of the aged poor or infirm people, the marriage

of poor maids, and the putting forth of children as apprentices". Some monies were directed to be given to married
persons having more children than their labours could maintain, poor orphans, and such poor as helped
themselves, and in the provision of a stock of materials always in readiness for persons who were able to work.
None was to be bestowed on any person given to excessive drinking, a common swearer, or those who had been
disobedient servants, or being able, refused work, nor to those who had not inhabited the parish for 5 years.

Henry Smith is buried in the chancel of Wandsworth Church.
In December 1641 by Deed enrolled in Chancery the then surviving Trustees allotted the Iwood Estate, then

let at £80 per annum, to the following parishes:-

£
Chertsey 25
Walton on Thames 8
Cobham  12
West Moulsey   2
East Moulsey   2
Leatherhead 8
Gt. Bookham 10
Little Bookham 5
Effingham 4
Petersham 4

In 1822 the amount distributed in Effingham amounted to £9. 5. 0. The Charity is now administered in
Effingham by the Parish Council and in the year 1972/3 the amount paid out was £83. 70.
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(2) The Shortrudge Bequest
Dr. Shortrudge, who lived at Slyfield House, Great Bookham, and who died in 1720, left a bequest for the

payment of a yearly sum to the Vicars of Effingham, Great Bookham, Leatherhead and Shalford on condition
"that prayers are said in their churches on Wednesday and Friday weekly and that a sermon is preached on Good
Friday and on 30th January, the anniversary of the Execution of King Charles I". The payment of a yearly sum is
still made. Details of this Charity are given on stone tablets in Great Bookham Church.

(3) The Paris Bequest
In her Will proved 27th July, 1899 Miss Elizabeth Susan Paris left £100 free of legacy duty for the

benefit of the poor of the parish, the Vicar to be responsible for the administration of the charity.

(4) The Miller Bequest
The bequest of 40s per annum by the Rev. John Miller for bread for the poor who were most constant in

attendance at Church and the Holy Sacrament, referred to in Dr. Willis' Visitation report of 1725, does not seem
to have survived.
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CHAPTER 20

TITHES

Tithe was the tenth part of the yearly increase in the produce of the land which the cultivator could not claim
for himself but must give to the church. The assessment was only on land and the revenues were drawn almost
exclusively from land.

The payment of tithes may have had its origin in Old Testament days, and it was introduced into parishes
in England in the 7th century by Archbishop Theodore. Tithes were divided into "Great Tithes" which were paid
to the Rector and "Small Tithes" paid to the Vicar. James Malcolm, Surveyor, in Surrey Husbandry (1804) says
that in the first dawning of Christianity in this country the revenues of the church were purely for charitable
purposes, and the distribution of them was entrusted by the pious and charitable laity to the clergy residing and
discharging the duties of their function in the neighbourhood, and such funds were intended to be divided in
the following manner:

"The priests recorded in writing the names of those giving tithes, and then divided the tithes in the presence
of witnesses according to canonical authority, taking the first part for the ornament of the church,
distributing the second part with their own hands for the use of the poor and strangers and reserving the
third part for themselves."

When Henry VIII dissolved the monasteries the Lay Rectors or Impropriators to whom the King granted the
estates usually held the Great Tithes, i.e. corn, hay and wool, and were responsible for the upkeep of the
chancel of the church. The vicars had the small tithes, i.e. milk, butter, eggs, poultry, pigs, fruit, vegetables,
seeds, roots, saffron, woad, madder, hops, hemp, flax, honey, wax and turnips (actual list given by Malcolm).

The poor then lost their share of the tithes and it was, therefore necessary, in the 14th year of Queen
Elizabeth's reign, to introduce legislation for the assessment of parishioners of every parish for relief of the poor
of the same parish and the prisoners in common gaols. A stock of flax was also to be provided for setting the
poor to work; houses of industry, or workhouses, were to be erected in which this stock was to be kept, and in
which the poor were to be employed. Church Wardens and Overseers were empowered to raise money by
assessments, and the Justices of the Peace appointed these officers yearly. A Codifying Act of 1601 laid the
foundation of the Old Poor Law which was not altered until 1834 when the Poor Law Amendment Act made
radical changes.

With regard to the Vicarial tithes, voluntary commutation began in the 16th century and a money payment
was often substituted for a render of the actual produce of the land.

One object of local Enclosure Acts was to get rid of the obligation of paying tithes, and this was done either
by allotment of land in lieu of tithes, or by the substitution of a money payment. In spite of Enclosures,
however, tithes were still payable in most parishes in 1836, and the Government of the day decided on the
commutation of tithes throughout the country because tithes were generally held to be a discouragement to
industry, and a heavy penalty on those who spent most capital and who showed most skill in the cultivation of
land. The Tithe Bill was passed in 1836 and instead of tithe, a rent charge was introduced, to consist of such a
sum as would, if divided into 3 equal parts, purchase the same quantity of wheat, barley and oats as the tithe
produced in 1836. Corn rent or tithe rent charges varied in relation to the price of corn over the whole country.

The land in each parish was surveyed and a map and a schedule, called the Tithe Award, were prepared
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showing the names of landowners and occupiers, the number of the tithe area, the name or description of the
land, the state of cultivation, the amount of rent charge payable, and the names of tithe owners.

The Tithe Award concludes with a statement showing the respective numbers of bushels of wheat, barley and
oats which could have been obtained if one third of the aggregate amount of rent charged had been invested in
the purchase of each of these commodities. The statutory prices were — Wheat 7s OVid, Barley 3s HVid, Oats
2s 9d per bushel. The idea was to guard against unfairness to either tithe owner or tithe payer arising in
unforseen variations in the value of money and in the price of corn. The annual value of the rent charge was
published from year to year.

The duty of repairing the chancel of ancient parish churches fell on owners of Rectorial Tithes. By an Act
of 1936 it was merged into tithe rent charge, and so far as spiritual rectors were concerned, the liability was
transferred to the Parochial Church Council.

In 1813 all tithes of whatever kind belonging to the Rector or Impropriator issuing from several farms and
other hereditaments in Effingham were put up for auction by the de Lancey Trustees, and purchased by Mr.
George Fournier of Staines who appointed a Land Surveyor, Mr. Jago, to sort out the details of the transaction. This
took many years, and the relevant papers are preserved in the British Museum.

In 1844 a rent charge of £103 per annum in Effingham in lieu of tithes was sold to the Rev. H. Malthus, Vicar
of Effingham, for £2,110. The title commenced with the conveyance to Mr. George Fournier deceased,
18.6.1813.

The Agreement for the Commutation of Tithes in Effingham is dated 3rd June, 1839 and the Commis-
sioner's apportionment, 4th September, 1843.

The measurements of cultivated, arable, meadow or pasture land subject to tithes in Effingham were as follows:
—

Acres Roods Perches
Arable                                            1516 3 32
Meadow                                             447 1 22
Woodland                                        662 0 23
Common land                                    120 0 0
Glebe belonging to Vicar                  18 0 0

2764 1 37

A total of 310 acres 2 roods 37 perches of which Miles Stringer of Effingham, William Currie of East Horsley
and the Devisees in Trust under the Will of Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece, Bart., were proprietors, were exempt
from small and great tithes, having been enclosed under the Acts of Parliament enclosing common lands in the
Manors of Effingham East Court and Byfleet, certain allotments having then been made in lieu of small and
great tithes.

The gross rent charge payable to tithe owners in Effingham in lieu of tithes was £534. 9. Od. made up as
follows: -

£ s. d.
To      the Vicar 120 10 0

George Fournier 103 0 0
William Currie 127 16 6
Miles Stringer 144 0 6
Devisees in Trust under Will of
Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece 20 16 0
William Manning 6 15 0
John Cressy Hall 11 11 0

£534 9 0
The large scale tithe map which accompanied the apportionment is a most useful document, and field names

on it have been used in the preparation of the Map of the Fields, where no earlier name has been found.
"Under the Tithe Act 1935/6 stock was created to provide compensation in respect of the extinguish-

ment of the Tithe Rent Charge at a valuation of 80—90% and the tithe is now being bought out by means of a
sinking fund, largely extracted from the tithe owners", said the late W. E. Tate in The Parish Chest.

A large part of the Effingham Memorandum Book is concerned with information about tithes. Each new
incumbent was entitled to make his own assessment of what was due to him and to improve on the amount
which his predeccessor had enjoyed, if he could. There is a copy of the composition with the parishioners
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of Effingham for their "small tithes" for the whole year 1675 taken out by the Rev. Joshua Andrews. (See Appendix
3).

Mr. Andrews' successor, the Rev. William Walker, used Mr. Andrews' list to make his own list of "small tithes"
in kind, and he was generally able to raise the agreed sum above Mr. Andrews' composition. A few of the
entries are given below and the topmost amount in each case corresponds with Mr. Andrews' composition of
1675. The individual items represent l/10th of the gross income from each source titheable for "small tithes".

The entry for Henry Cooke is as follows: —
s. d.

"Henry Cooke 6
6 Hens & Pullets 0 5
Offerings & Garden 0
42 sheep abroad 2 0
30 att home 3 0
2 lambs att home 6
3 cows 1 6
2 calves weaned  3
1 to be sold 1 6
Fruit hops and bees 3 0
Agreed for 8s per annum and pigs".

Richard Finden's account has some interesting details: —
£ s. d.

"Richard Finden 1              18 0
Offerings and garden 9
Cows white 5 6
1 calfe to me 15 0
4 lambs 16 0
Wooll 26 fleeces 1 0
Pigs 3 3 6
Fruit & Bees 5 0
Geese 2 0
Corn 3 0

March 13, 78 Agreed for 40s per annum. 2 acres plowing, 2 geese, 1 pig and the tithe of that pt of the
close by the churchyard".
Presumably Richard Finden was living at the East Court Manor House situated north-east of the church.

Edward Mascall, a shoemaker, has the following assessment:
s. d.

"Edward Mascall 3 0
4 hens 1 cock 4
Garden 1
Offerings 4
Fruit & Grass 6

Agreed for a pair of shoes and pigs, offerings and beans".

Thomas Martyr's composition was agreed for 20s per annum and one acre "plowing".
Most of the parishioners had hens and bees. In 4 cases the labour service of ploughing was part of their tithes;

on one occasion it is to be done as "3 or 4 days warning".
Mr. Miller's detailed list in the Memorandum Book of the plots of glebe in Effingham appears to have been

an attempt to make a re-survey more accurately than had been carried out hitherto.
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CHAPTER 21

THE HOWARDS OF EFFINGHAM

When Major Heales had described St. Lawrence's church he turned his attention to the Howard family and
the family tree appears in Vol. 9; part 2 of the Surrey Archaeological Collections. Major Heales goes on to say
that the Howards are one of the very few families attaining great power of whom it can be said that they were
not Norman. Their remotest traceable ancestor, Sir William Howard, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas to
Edward I and II, flourished about 1297-1308. The father of William, first Lord Howard of Effingham, was
Thomas, second Duke of Norfolk, the hero of Flodden Field, who was born in 1444 and died in 1520. William
was the eldest son of Thomas's second wife, Agnes, daughter of Sir Hugh Tilney, and was born about 1510. He
was educated at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, under Stephen Gardiner, and was Deputy Earl Marshal at the
coronation of Ann Boleyn on 1st June, 1533, Ambassador to Edinburgh for the Investiture of James V with the
Garter in 1534 and Ambassador to France 1537-41.

Lord William's first wife was Katherine, daughter and one of the heirs of John Broughton of
Tuddington, Beds., by whom he had an only daughter Agnes, who married William Paulet, 3rd Marquess of
Winchester. Lady Howard died on 23rd April 1535, and was buried in the Howard Chapel at Lambeth.

His second wife was Margaret, daughter of Sir Thomas Gamage of County Glamorgan, to whom he was
married before 1536. She died on 18th May, 1581 and was buried at Reigate.

In 1542 Lord William, his wife Margaret, and his mother the Duchess of Norfolk, were committed to the Tower
on a charge of misprision of treason, having it was alleged, concealed what they knew about the behaviour of
one of Henry VIIFs wives, Queen Catherine Howard, who was Lord William's niece. They were pardoned in
1544.

In 1550 Lord William received a grant from King Edward VI of the Manor of Effingham and a moiety of the
Manor of Reigate and Hooley "in consideration of the good true and acceptable service done by him".

On 11th March, 1554 he was created Baron Howard of Effingham by Queen Mary for his part in helping to
suppress Sir Thomas Wyatt's rebellion. He was, in association with the Lord Mayor, in command of the troops
who guarded London and in his History of England, (Vol. VI) Froude says it was he who shut Ludgate in
Wyatt's face when he knocked for admittance.

Froude also says that at the accession of Queen Elizabeth the Howard family was represented by
William, Lord Howard of Effingham, "to whom above all other Englishmen Elizabeth owed her life and throne".

In a Roll of Surrey Swan Marks made in 1572 (in which the marks are derived from the owners' initials) Lord
Howard is described as "of Eastwick Park, Bletchingley, Reigate, Howleigh, Gt. Bookham and Effingham,
created Baron 1553, Kt. of Garter, Lord High Admiral 1554." His house in Effingham would presumably have
been the Manor House, now called "Browns".

Lord Howard was appointed Lord Chamberlain of the Household and Lord Privy Seal by Queen
Elizabeth and he was made Lord Lieutenant of Surrey in 1559, the first to hold this office for any length of time,
serving continuously until his death. He died at Hampton Court on 21st January, 1572 and was buried in
the parish church of Reigate on 29th January 1572. He was succeeded in the title by his son Charles.

The first Lord Howard of Effingham's Will is dated 6th March, 1569 and in it he asked to be buried in
"the chauncel of the parrishe church of Reygate". He bequeathed to his son, Charles, his collar of gold and
robes of the Order of the Garter and his "Manor of Eshere". He was possessed of considerable estates in
Surrey and he appointed his wife "Ladye Margarette" his sole executrix. His prayer book is in the Cranston
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Library at Reigate Church.
Charles, the second Lord Howard of Effingham, was the eldest son by Lord William's second wife

Margaret, and was born in 1536. He was elected Knight of the Shire in 1562, and he was later Lord Lieutenant
and High Steward of Kingston-upon-Thames. He kept seven standing houses, London, Reigate, Effingham,
Bletchingley among them. He became a Knight of the Garter on 24th April, 1574 and was one of the greatest
men in England. Among the Loseley papers is a letter to him from the Lords of the Council ordering a "levy of
pyoneers for Her Majesty's service in the Low Countries out of the great stoare of stout vagabonds and masterless
men in Surrey where they do a great hurte in the countie by their idle and naughty life".

His chief claim to fame was his appointment as Lord High Admiral to command against the Spanish Armada
in 1588, the Queen giving as her reason for the appointment that she knew him to be "skilful in nautical affairs,
wary and prudent and that by the sweetness of his behaviour and by his bravery and conduct he was of great
authority and esteem among the seamen".

The Queen's good opinion of him seems to have been fully justified. Modern historians consider that he kept
a skilful balance between Sir Francis Drake and Sir John Hawkins during the course of the battle. Lord Howard
was not a professional sailor, but he was of unquestionable loyalty, and was "indefatigable -boarding every
ship in the Medway, looking to his joy in vain for leaks or rotten timbers". The soundness of the ships was largely
due to the work of Sir John Hawkins. Drake accepted the post of Vice-Admiral under Lord Howard. Before the
battle began the Spaniards presented to the English formation for the first time the famous Crescent battle
order, a formation of great defensive strength and neither side underestimated the other.

From his flagship the "Ark Ralegh" Lord Howard sent his personal pinnace the "Disdain" to bear his
challenge to the Spanish Admiral, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, who hoisted to his maintop his sacred banner
as his signal to engage. The weather seems to have played a big part in the proceedings, the wind changing
unexpectedly several times, and both sides claimed miracles. Finally both sides ran out of provisions and
ammunition and the Spanish fleet retired to Spain round the inhospitable coast of Ireland. It was one of the
decisive battles of the world, according to the modern historians, Garrett Mattingley and Michael Lewis. Queen
Elizabeth adopted a defensive campaign to keep the fleet in Home waters, but it was Howard's battle and he fought
and won it in the only way it could have been fought without too much risk.

He looked after the sailors when they were discharged, paying some of their wages out of his own pocket.
In 1596, after capturing Cadiz, Howard was created Earl of Nottingham. On her death-bed Queen

Elizabeth sent for the Earl of Nottingham, and it was to him that she declared her intentions as to the
succession. As Lord High Steward he officiated at the coronation of King James I and in 1604 he was sent by
James as Ambassador Extraordinary to Spain to conclude a Treaty of Friendship made in London in August
of that year.

According to David Divine in his book Six Great Sailors Lord Howard of Effingham's name "is the greatest
in the long list of the Lords High Admiral of England." (By courtesy of the National Maritime Museum). He
held the office of Lord High Admiral until the age of 83 when he "retired to a life of peace and prayer". He died
at Haling House, near Croydon on 14th December, 1624 and was buried at Reigate Church.

His first wife was Catherine Carey, daughter of Henry, Lord Hunsdon, whom he married in July 1563. She
died in 1603 and it is of this lady that the story is told that when the Earl of Essex was in favour with Queen
Elizabeth she presented him with a ring, telling him that "whatever he should commit she would pardon him if
he returned that pledge". When he lay under sentence of death, this ring was given to the Countess of
Nottingham who undertook to take it to the Queen, but under the influence of her husband the avowed enemy
of the Earl of Essex, she witheld it. This she confessed to Queen Elizabeth as she lay on her death bed. The
Queen was so incensed that she is said to have shaken the Countess and the Queen's agonies of grief at this
betrayal are said to have hastened her death.

His second wife was Lady Margaret, daughter of James Stewart, Earl of Moray, whom he married when in
his 68th year. After the Earl's decease she married William Lord Monson of Kinnersley, near Reigate, and it was
the owner of Kinnersley, Mr. Benjamin Bonnick who in 1701 presented the first Lord Howard of Effingham's
prayer book to the Cranston Library.

The issue by his first wife were (1) William (1577) who married at Chelsea on 7th February, 1597 Amie,
daughter and heiress of John Baron St. John of Bletsoe. He died before his father on 28th November, 1615.
He left one daughter "a lady of extraordinary beauty" who married John Mordaunt, Earl of Peterborough. (2)
Charles, the second son (born 1579) who became 2nd Earl of Nottingham, was Lord Lieutenant of Surrey in
1627. He died at Reigate and was buried there on 8th October, 1642. By his wife, Charity, daughter of Robert
White of Christchurch, Hants, he had no issue. She died in 1618 and in 1620 he married Mary, daughter of
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Reigate.
The Earldom of Nottingham, and Barony of Effingham then passed to his half brother Charles (3rd Earl of

Nottingham), 4th son of the first Earl of Nottingham by his second wife. He was born in 1604 and was knighted
at Theobalds on 2nd April, 1624. He married Arabella, daughter of Edward Smith, Esq., of the Middle Temple,
and died on 26th April, 1681. It was he who sold the Manor of Effingham to Thomas Turgison 18th September,
1647.

The Earldom of Nottingham became extinct at his death and the Barony of Effingham passed in 1681 to Sir
Francis Howard (born 1643) of Great Bookham, as 5th Baron Howard of Effingham, great grandson of Sir
William Howard of Lingfield, who was the second son of William, first Lord Howard of Effingham. He was
Governor of Virginia 1685—88, and died in 1694. The Hon. Francis Howard, 7th Lord Howard of Effingham,
was created Earl of Effingham in 1731. This title became extinct on the death of the fourth Earl in 1816, but
in 1837 his kinsman was created Earl of Effingham.

There is an area of about 10 miles in New Hampshire U.S.A. consisting of some small towns and hamlets bearing
the names of Effingham Falls, Effingham Center and South Effingham, founded by Scottish and Irish settlers
brought there by Captain Benjamin Marston of Salem in 1719. Captain Marston was a friend of the first Governor,
Benning Wentworth, who was related by marriage to the Earls of Effingham. Went worth renamed this territory in
1749, calling it "Effingham", in place of its former name of "Leavett". (This information came from the present
Vicar of Effingham, the Rev. L. C. Perfect M.A., who visited the U.S.A. in 1972).

Effingham, Illinois, U.S.A. is named after Thomas Howard, 3rd Earl of Effingham, who was great grandson
of Francis, 5th Baron Howard of Effingham. The 3rd Earl of Effingham's sword is displayed at the reconstructed
capital of colonial Williamsburg in Virginia with the following inscription on a small metal plate on the scabbard
"The Regimental Sword of Thomas Howard, Earl of Effingham, who refused to draw it in the attempt of his
country to subjugate America in the year 1776". (Information received from Rev. P. F. Arvedson of St.
Lawrence's Church, Effingham, Illinois).
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CHAPTER 22

SOME EFFINGHAM SITES AND HOUSES

We know that there were houses in Effingham as early as the 7th century because of the Grant in 675A.D.
of "20 houses in Bocham and Effingham" to Chertsey Abbey. The moated mediaeval manor house in Lee Woods
may have been the site of one of these houses and some of the surviving historic houses may have been built on
the sites of the others.

In the later Middle Ages there were three main classes of domestic building, viz. (1) home-made huts for the
peasantry (2) substantial houses for the middle-class built by village carpenters or by semi-skilled rubble wallers,
relying upon highly trained craftsmen for the stone dressings, and (3) manor houses of great landowners.

The large house of mediaeval days was usually entered through a porch giving access to a passage which provided
a throughway from front to back of the house and two rooms on one side of this passage were the buttery and
pantry. Along the other side of the passage was a screen with two doors opening into the Hall which reached the
full height of the building with a central hearth with smokehole in the roof. There was a Parlour beyond for
private conversation and above this was the Solar or Withdrawing Room. Most of the houses were timber
framed, infilled with wattle and daub and often plastered over to reduce fire risk. The Craft Guilds insisted upon
a high standard of workmanship, slovenly work being taken as a slur upon the whole craft.

During the outbreak of the Plague in 1349 something like one-third to one-half of the population died, and
afterwards a new middle class emerged — yeomen who became rich through the rearing of sheep. They employed
village carpenters to build their houses and villages were set out as we know them today along lanes leading to
the great open fields. They used forest oak in the construction of the houses, and the king post, i.e. a central
vertical member of a roof truss, appears before the end of the 14th century, and the queen post, i.e. one of a
pair of small posts forming part of the roof truss, in the late Elizabethan period. It is in the construction of roofs
that the work of the carpenter or wright attained perfection.

During the Tudor era central hearths were abolished and chimney stacks were added, set against outer walls;
by the reign of Henry VIII bricks were used for the construction of the finest buildings. By the end of the 17th
century wattle and daub had been replaced by brick nogging.

None of the huts of the peasantry survive in Effingham and the only reference to them which has been found
is in a Deed relating to Norwood Farm in the early 17th century which mentions "hovolles", which may have
been used by peasants. Several ancient houses are still in use.

(1) Browns (formerly the Manor House of Effingham Manor)
The house now called "Browns" was the Manor House of Effingham Manor in 1550 and was comprised in

the Upper Farm of 94 acres included in the Grant to Lord William Howard by King Edward VI. It is a timber
framed structure with a very fine Tudor roof, and two good Tudor brick chimneys. It was refaced with red
brick in the 18th century, and it has a modillion eaves cornice. There is a well in the cellar inside this house
which was a common practice in the houses of the well-to-do in the later middle ages and was intended to
preserve the water supply for the house from contamination. The house was greatly extended in 1929. Mr.
F. J. Collins, A.R.I.C.S. has kindly drawn a ground floor plan of the house as it is today, showing the stages
in its construction. (See p.79).



78

23. Aerial photograph of the centre of Effingham Village

24. Browns
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25. Plans of Houses
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A description of the house when it was sold by Mr. Fitzherbert Brockholes in 1833 has been given
elsewhere (p.17). The house now belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Hughes-Hallett.

The house is included as a Grade II building of special architectural interest in a certified statutory list issued
by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government in 1961.

In the County Record Office there is an inventory dated 23rd October, 1676 of the goods and chattels of
Jeffery Roffey (see Appendix 4) which probably relates to this house as it corresponds with the age and disposition
of rooms there.

In the list of tithes to be paid by parishioners for the year 1675 in the Effingham Memorandum Book, Roffey
appears as the highest contributor. He was a Yeoman of some substance and was perhaps a tenant of the Manor
of Effingham at this time. Four of his children, Elizabeth, Amie, Robert and Mary were baptised between 1666 and
1673. His wife, Marie, was buried in July 1676 and Jeffrey Roffey himself was buried in October of the same year.
We hear no more of this family except that in the list of small tithes which the Rev. Joshua Andrews made in
1675, there is the note: —

"Jeffery Roffe £3. 0. 0. (for which reed, but 40s of his father after his decease)"
The extensive Manor barn which was within the curtilage of the Manor estate has been converted into modern

houses (Manor Barn House and Cottages) in the recent past.

(2) Crosslands (formerly the White House)
The second holding named in the Howard Grant "a tenement called Crochers" is the house on the south east

corner of the crossroads on the main road from Leatherhead to Guildford. It was an inn for many centuries
variously called Crowchers, The Queen's Arms, The Black Horse, The Prince Bliicher, and on a map in A
Tourist's Guide to Surrey by G. P. Bevan, published in 1882 "The Horse & Jockey". More recently, after it
had ceased to be an Inn, it was called "The White House". This name is no longer applicable because the
present owners, Mr. and Mrs. Gifford, in the course of extensive restoration work have uncovered the red
brickwork and the house is now called, "Crosslands".

Crosslands is one of the oldest houses in Effingham and the original name "Crochers" is probably derived
from Gilbert Ate Cruch, whose name appears in the 1332 Lay Subsidy. Experts have recently dated the earliest
part of the house to about 1380. A Quit Rent was paid to the Manor of Effingham.

In 1730 it was in the ownership of the Cooke family and Thomas Cooke of Effingham, Tallow Chandler, sold
to John Cooke of Tib House, Gent., a messuage called "The Queen's Arms", and Smith's shop, yard, garden,
stable, closes, meadow ground, then in occupation of Lidia Hern, the widow of the former Licensee. It was
given to Thomas Cooke by the Will of John Finden, his late Uncle, subject to rights of Ann Finden, his widow, and
Rebecca, wife of Thomas Cooke. Thomas Cooke was to receive an annuity of £20.

In 1742 John Cooke "late of Mare House but now of Southwark, Gent" gave the property to his son John
Cooke of Mare House, Yeoman, "in consequence of natural love and affection", subject to the payment of
£20 per annum to Thomas Cooke, his uncle.

In 1751 John Cooke of Mare House, in consequence of £200 advanced by Samuel Dendy to John Cooke,
sold to Samuel Dendy "The Queen's Arms" for 1,000 years at a peppercorn rent; provided Cooke paid the full
sum and 4% interest the indenture would cease.

In 1756 the mortgage was not paid and Dendy agreed to the absolute purchase for £26. 5. 0. of "The Queen's
Arms" heretofore called "Crouchers", 2 orchards adjoining the messuage, 2 closes called Hookham and Curtis,
1 close called West Croft, a close called "Bowlers", 3 acres lying in High Grove in East Field, 2 other acres in
East Field and other acres lying dispersed in the Common Fields, altogether containing 27 acres and one other
croft "abutting on the lane that leadeth from Effingham Town to Powlesden in the east part."

In 1772 Samuel Dendy, Gent., of Dorking gave the property to his only son and heir apparent S. Dendy, the
younger, of Dorking, Draper, for his advancement and support, "save and except, as to the life of Thomas
Cooke hath or have in the premises, lease to Henry Bradford and the rent which may become payable to the
Lord or Lords of the fee of whom said premises are holden."

In 1790 Samuel Dendy sold to Gerald Dutton Fleetwood, then Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court,
land and messuage called "The Black Horse" or "The Queen's Arms" for £1,200, then in the tenure of Thomas
Cooper of Leatherhead, Brewer, undertenants, by lease made in 1783 for 21 years.

In 1798 it was in the possession of John Fuller of Leatherhead, who inherited the property from Gerald
Dutton Fleetwood, and he in 1799, sold it to Major General de Lancey with other property, including the
Manor of Effingham East Court for £15,000 and the land was absorbed into de Lancey's estate. The Queen's
Arms itself was probably included with Effingham House in the sale by de Lancey to George Bogle as at the
time of the Tithe Award in 1843 the Public House was the property of Louisa Venmore, one of
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the beneficiaries of the estate of Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece of Effingham (who had purchased George Bogle's
estate). It was then called "The Prince Bliicher".

Early in the 20th century its use as an Inn was discontinued and the premises were used as staff
accommodation by the tenant of Effingham Manor.

The house is of three main periods, 14th, 16th and 18th centuries, but, having been added to at various times,
the present structure is complex. The earliest part lies to the south and the later development is parallel to it
on the north side and to the west. The old building was an open hall consisting of three or perhaps four bays;
the roof is of crown post construction with heavily laden soot deposits on the collar beams and common
rafters. Diagonal braces from the tie beams support the crown posts, and in turn, further braces support the
centre purlins; wattle and daub infilling between the parlour and hall is also soot encrusted. The first bay of the
hall now has a 16th century floor insert with stop chamfered beams, whilst the second bay has in part been
demolished. Between these two bays is a freestanding brick chimney, and the same brick gave the Inn its first
cellar, both probably being constructed in the second half of the 16th century. To the west, now the kitchen, is
an outshot built some 100 years later, the roof of which joins up with the hipped roof end of the hall with its
small gablet. In the 18th century the Inn was extended and the view from the Guildford Road shows on the
west the then new extension which became the tap room. Bricks over one of the windows are incised:-

"H B 1775 E B 1775 I B 1775"

This is no doubt "Henry Bradford" to whom Samuel Dendy granted a lease. In his Will, proved 18th March,
1783, Henry Bradford, Victualler bequeathed to his son, Henry Bradford, the "Old Black Horse or by whatever
name it is known".

Underneath is the large cellar of the same period with a brick covered chalk floor, and in the walls of both
cellars are interesting candle niches. The internal wall of the tap room is of heavy oak structure with house
wrights' markings in Roman numerals.

The existing main staircase is centrally placed to serve both the old and new houses, the position of the original
stair can be seen from the trimmers in the old parlour. The roof of this later development appears to have been
modified on at least two occasions; at the front the ridge line is continuous until it meets the main gable, but
the near elevation shows two hipped roofs and a third can be seen inside the main gable. The curved brick
wall on the corner of Beech Avenue led to a further roof modification. The Georgian front door opens to
reveal an etched glass door, a reminder of the Victorian days when it was the "Prince Blucher Hotel".

(Structural information about the house was supplied by Mr. D. C. Gifford)

(3) Lower Farm, Effingham Common Road
Lower Farm formed part of the Howard Grant. The house has an 18th century exterior to an older

building, and has recently been extensively modernised and extended by Mr. and Mrs. Wilson. The
description of it when it was sold by Mr. Fitzherbert Brockholes in 1833 has been given elsewhere (p. 17). Lower
Farm is included as a Grade II building on the Statutory List of Antiquities.

(4) Whitehall and Banks (now Banks Cottages, Banks Common)
Also within the Howard Grant was a holding in the north of the parish, described in a lease of 1710 from Thomas

Urry, then Lord of the Manor, to John Tickner as:-
"Old house not habitable and two decayed barns and 8 closes of arable land called Mournshill in

Effingham late in occupation of Thomas Bankes. Also messuage tenement or farmhouse, yard barn, small
orchard, late in tenure of Widow Cowley." This property was called Whitehall and Banks, and it is
presumably because of Thomas Bankes' family name that Banks Common is so called. The cottages at present
on the site were built with old material early in the 19th century. The lease allowed Mr. Tickner to take "1 oake
and 1 ash for plough boot and cart boot to be used on the premises or 40s". This was the common right to take
timber from the waste of the Manor to repair hedges and fences and for house repair.

"Mournshill" was at one time called "St. Morrans" which is probably itself derived from St. Maurus, an early
Benedictine saint.

The late Yvonne Arnaud, the well known actress after whom the new Guildford Theatre is named, built a
house near Banks Common which she called "Banks Way House" and farmed about 30 acres there (part of
Norwood Farm Land). There is also in the area a holding called now "Mornshill".
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26. Banks Cottages

27. Effingham House (now called the Golf Club)
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(5) Effingham House (now the Golf Club)
The indentification of "Hansardes" in the Howard Grant with a house on the site of Effingham House has

already been discussed (p. 19 but see also "Middle Farm" p.85).
In the Statutory List it says that the centre portion of the present house is early 19th century, stuccoed, with

cornice and parapet, slate roof and Venetian shutters to first floor windows. There is a protico of two square and
two round Ionic columns in the centre of the frieze and a dentilled cornice over. The inscription on the portico
is "I serve God only" but in spite of much research it has not been possible to connect this motto with any known
occupant of the house.

The carved oak late Tudor fireplace (with restorations) dated 1590 in one of the downstairs rooms may have
been brought from Effingham East Court Manor House by General de Lancey who occupied Effingham
House for a time in the late 18th century.

The recessed wings were added in 1 880 in matching style faced with roughcast.

(6) Old Westmoor Cottage (formerly called "Westmore") Orestan Lane.
On the Statutory List this house is described as "a 16th century timber framed building faced with plaster

and red brick, tiled roof, casement windows".
In 1962 Mr. John Harvey made a thorough investigation of the roof space and was satisfied that the

east-west section of the house is very considerably older than the north-south larger section. A heavy deposit
of soot indicates that this was originally a hall-cottage, i.e. a barn-like structure open to its rafters. The
chimney and flooring of an upper floor must have been added later, possibly when the second part was added
in the 16th century, though Mr. Harvey thought that this had also been originally a hall-cottage with central
hearth, both chimneys and second floors being of 17th century. In 1971 Mr. Edward Tyrell entirely
overhauled the roof, using the old tiles, for the present owner, Mrs. E. Wishart. The east front has exposed
timbers and what Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner describes as a "quite spectacular brick frontispiece of

28. Old Westmoor Cottage, Orestan Lane
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29. Middle Farm, Lower Street, Effingham

30. Lower Street, Effingham 31. Lower Street, Effingham
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c.1630, a shaped gable above two orders of pilasters — roughly done — the style approximately that of West
Horsley Place". A copyhold cottage called "Westmore" on this site was part of the Manor of Byfleet, and
according to the Byfleet Court Rolls in 1496 John Smallpiece "surrendered one cottage and 2'/2 acres called
Westmore in Effingham in the Manor of Byfleet for the use of Thomas Crucher and in 1547 John Byrche, Gent.,
held, by copy, Westmore, one cottage with appurtenances then or late in the occupation of John Englond by
yearly rent of 20d.". This is the house now called "Old Westmoor Cottage" and it is a grade II building on the
Statutory List.

In 1605 Thomas Marter claimed to hold freely "Westmore Cottage" and certain lands, viz. "a mansion house,
barn, orchard, a garden and backside, containing 2 rods, with arable land lying in the West feilde, containing 2'/2
acres in right of Catherine his wife by rent of 20d."

In 1652 Anne Cooke, Widow (ne'e Wellens) of Anthony Heathfield, left the property in her will to her
daughter Ann Heathfield, and then to Wellens Heathfield, and in 1674 Wellens Heathfield was admitted tenant
on the death of Ann.

The initials "W.H." incised on the front of the house may be those of Wellens Heathfield.
In 1675 Wellens Heathfield surrendered a cottage in Effingham called "Westmore" to the use of William

Wilkinson of Effingham, Chandler, and it is presumably in respect of Westmore that William Wilkinson agreed
in 1675 with the Vicar of Effingham (as stated in the Effingham Memorandum Book) to pay a composition of
4s. for his small tithes. In 1678 the list of small tithes due shows William Wilkinson responsible for 4s., and
for Is. on account of "Eggs, offerings, garden, fruit and grasse, bees".

In his Will dated May 7th 1748 Thomas Reffell of Dorking left to his wife, Mary Reffell "messuage, barn,
orchard, etc. in Effingham, parcel of Manor of Byfleet, Westmore, now in occupation of John Monk" (Will in
Minet Library).

There was also a freehold messuage called "Westmore" which was part of the Manor of Effingham, with 30
or 40 acres and from the Court Rolls of the Manor of Effingham it appears that on 2nd November, 1702 Robert
Page and wife Elizabeth, daughter of William Cooke, deed., who held freely a messuage, etc., called Westmore in
Effingham (with 30 or 40 acres) alienated the same to John Finden of Effingham, Yeoman, who in 1727
devised it to his nephew, Richard Cooke.

When the whole property was sold by the Cookes to William Currie of East Horsley in 1798 it was described
as "messuage, barn, stables, orchards, gardens and backsides in Effingham and also freehold lands, meadows and
pastures containing 30 acres in Effingham and also two parcels of land in Effingham in a close called New Close
between customary lands heretofore of William Ketchene called Lane Lands or Leme Lands on south, King's
highway (Orestan Lane) leading from Effingham towards Brookhill on north, land heretofore John Marter's on
west and lands heretofore John Burches on east, all of which are called Westmore Farm and do contain in
the whole 42 acres, heretofore in tenure of Wm. Elliott, afterwards George Preston and late John Cooke,
deed."

("Orestan" Lane is presumably a corruption of "Western Lane"; Killick's Farm then was called West Lane
Farm. The lane was sometimes called "Brookhill Lane" or "lane leading to Brookhill").

Mr. William Currie sold his estate including "Westmore" to the Earl of Lovelace in 1840 in whose family it
remained until 1919 when the Earl of Lovelace sold his estate to Mr. T. O. M. Sopwith, who sold "Westmore
House" to Mr. James Saunders of "The Plough Inn".

In 1933 Mr. Saunders sold "Old Westmore Cottage" to Mrs. Boustead whose son was Sir Hugh Boustead,
K.B.E., C.M.G., D.S.O. a member of the fourth Everest Expedition.

(7) Townwells
There was formerly a house called "Townwells", part of Effingham Manor, on the north-east of the

crossroads opposite Crosslands with 18 acres of land dispersed in the common fields. This property was
acquired by General de Lancey who demolished the house. The name Townwells may have been derived from
the name of "Dornewell" in the Lay Subsidy of 1332, but it may actually mean what it says because a well was
found in the vicinity during road alterations a few years ago.

(8) Middle Farm (House opposite the Sir Douglas Haig Hotel)
This house is included in the Statutory List as a grade II building and is described as a timber framed

15th or 16th century building with timbering and plaster infilling exposed on the North wall, refronted
with stucco in the early 19th century". It has 2 gables, 1 at each end, with cusped barge boards and 1 gabled
dormer between. It has a tiled roof and early 19th century latticed casement windows. There is a good
Tudor fireplace in the house (see Mr. Collins' plan of this house for stages in construction). In 1843 at the
time of the Tithe Award the house was owned by the devisees of Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece and was
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divided into three cottages, occupied by Edward Kelsey, William Stovell and George Gilbey. The house is now
occupied by Mr. Leftwich, the Veterinary Surgeon, and his family.

When George Bogle's estate was purchased by Sir Thomas Hussey Apreece in 1813, it included Middle Farm
as well as Effingham House and Crosslands, and there is just a possibility that Middle Farm may have been
Hansardes which, from the age of the structure would seem more likely, but David Burnsall and George Bogle
certainly lived at Effingham House.

(9) Effingham Hill House (St. Teresa's Convent)
The original Manor House of Effingham East Court would seem to have been on a site to the north-east of

the church (as stated on p.24) and has still to be excavated. A new Manor House (now St. Teresa's Convent)
was built by General de Lancey at Effingham Hill in 1799 and a picture of this house as it was then is published
here by courtesy of Surrey Archaelogical Society. When de Lancey's estate was put up for auction in the early 19th
century, the house was described as follows:

Effingham Hill House on a delightful eminence.

The Mansion contains 14 bed chambers and servants rooms, a large handsome bedchamber, with statuary
marble chimney piece, windows to the floor and pleasant balcony; a dressing room, vestibule, screen door
and closets; an elegant drawing room with windows to the floor; morning room, dining room about 24ft x 17ft,
statuary marble chimney pieces, hall, lobby screen door and water closet, study, gentleman's room, principal
and second staircases, housekeeper's room, butler's pantry, servants hall, man's bedroom and store room,
pantry, kitchen, larder and closets. (Ref: Guildford Muniment Room 85/2/1(2)

32. Effingham Hill House (now St. Teresa's Convent)
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(10) Norwood Farm, Effingham Common

Norwood Farm with about 110 acres was a freehold property which paid a Quit Rent to the Manor of
Effingham East Court. The house is one of the most interesting in Effingham because it has retained many of
its original features. It is on the Statutory List as a Grade II building.

William de Northwode was living on the site in the 14th century. His name appears in the Lay Subsidy for
1332 and he was a witness of several Charters relating to Effingham at this time.

The present structure is of exceptional interest and Mr. Collins describes it as a 15th century
timber-framed hall house, with two parlours, a hall, a screen passage with 4 centered wooden arched openings
to pantry and buttery, now one room. When the hall was floored over a new staircase was inserted leaving one
original staircase from the screen passage. The other staircase was probably in the smaller parlour (see Mr.
Collins' plan of the house). In 1928 the Ten Commandments were discovered painted on the chimney in the
upper hall.

In the Surrey Record Office there is an original Marriage Settlement dated 3rd August, 1637 affecting
Norwood Farm. The parties to it are Edward Leigh, the Elder, of Effingham, the owner of Norwood Farm, Edward
Leigh, the younger and heir apparent, and Joan Bowell, widow, of Capel, on the occasion of the marriage of
Edward Leigh the younger and Joan Bowell.

Edward Leigh, the elder, had recently moved from Norwood Farm to a house which he had built in
Effingham village (now Dormers and Thorncroft), and Norwood Farm had been leased by him to John Weston,
Yeoman.

The Marriage Settlement provides for the maintenance of Edward Leigh, the younger, and his bride, ne'e Steere,
whose father had paid £150 as part of a Marriage Portion. The young couple were to share Norwood Farm with
John Weston, having "Parlor, chamber over said parlor, outer buttery, chamber over said buttery with the liberty
to use the haule into these rooms, reasonable use of said haule, halfe the milke house, half bake house, one loft,
reasonable use of kitchen, reasonable use of oast house, maulting room, half garden, all kitchen orchard, great
barn and stable, gatehouse and cowhouse."

 Edward Leigh, the elder, had leased the premises with 100
acres to Weston at a yearly rent of £55 and Edward the younger
could not have possession while the lease existed. Weston was to
pay Edward the younger £50 per annum of the £55, for his
maintenance. If Edward the younger died Weston was to pay
this sum to Joan, Edward's wife. The property was to descend
to their children, but if they had none, Edward the elder had five
other sons who were to inherit the estate. In default of these
sons and heirs, his daughters, Margaret, Johane, Helen and Mary
Louise were to be the beneficiaries.

The house which Edward the Elder had built and "in which
he doth now dwell" in Effingham was then called "New House".
In 1637 it had 40 acres of arable land, and it is mentioned in the
marriage settlement, as is a parcel of arable land in Ockham
called "Bull Roydon" and 4 acres of pasture in Little Bookham
called Gardners.

Edward the younger had two daughters by Joan Bowell and they
became co-heiresses of this estate of Edward the elder: Elizabeth,
who married Thomas Langford, Engraver of London, and Joan who
married John Wood of Great Bookham.

On 25th October, 1683 Thomas Langford and Elizabeth his wife,
sold to John Wood for £690 their moiety of Norwood Farm, which
was in John Wood's actual possession, and other property in
Effingham and Bull Roydon in Ockham. (Deed in Minet Library).

In 1699 John Wood rented to James Skelton of Effingham,
Yeoman, Norwood Farm and 100 acres of enclosed land and pasture
ground, reserving to himself woods and underwoods, timber, oak, ash,
elm, beech, with free and quiet liberty of ingress and egress to John
Wood himself. The lease was for 21 years at a yearly rent of £60; also,
"at birth of Our Lord Christ 2 capons alive or in lieu 33. Norwood Farm — Medieval Buttery Door
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34. Norwood Farm, Effingham Common

35. Dormers and Thorncroft
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thereof, 2 fat geese at the election of said J ohn Wood". James Skelton was to pay all easements due to church and
poor of the parish of Effingham and payments to the Chief Lord of the fee, the Window Tax and one fourth of
such other taxes as might be imposed.

A Memorandum to the lease agreed that James Skelton should have the use of the house, barns, stables and
"hovolles" and gates until the 1st May after the term expired. (Deed in Minet Library).

John Wood and Joan his wife had one daughter, Elizabeth, who married James Clifton of Guildford,
Mercer, and inherited the Effingham property. James Clifton was Mayor of Guildford 1720, 1731 and 1738.

James Clifton died in 1748 and his Will, dated 30th July 1743, proved in the Archdeacon's Court, gave all
his property in Effingham to his son, Richard, subject to a life interest which his wife had in it. On 9th November,
1784 administration of Richard's property was granted to William Mellersh, one of the guardians of Richard
Clifton, minor, and Sally Clifton, spinster, children of Richard Clifton, deceased. Richard Clifton, the younger,
died in 1795, without issue, leaving to his sister Sally, his freehold, leasehold and copyhold property wherever
situated.

Sally Clifton, therefore, became the owner of Norwood Farm and "New House" in Effingham. A copy of
her Marriage Settlement dated 4th June, 1796, is in Guildford Muniment Room. She married the Rev. George
Turner, of Oxford, who, after the marriage, during his life, was to have the yearly rents of property to which
Sally Clifton was entitled and, after the death of George Turner, these rents were to go to Sally Clifton in trust
for their children.

Sally died without issue on 9th March 1819 leaving George Turner and James Weller, her cousin, her
heirs-at-law. James Weller left his property to his sisters, who in 1849 were Mary Austin, wife of John Austin,
and Charlotte Weller.

The Rev. George Turner married again and in his Will dated 24th July, 1835, he left to Ellen, his wife, an
annuity of £200 and bequeathed his property to his niece and Godchild, Sarah Quennell, and then to her
sisters, Mary Quennell and Elizabeth Calhoun. George Turner died on 2nd December 1840 and his Will was
contested by John Austin and Mary, his wife, and Charlotte Weller. An Order of the Master of the rolls,

36. Norwood Farm — Roof of Barn



90

1849, declared that John and Mary Austin and Charlotte Weller were entitled as tenants in common of freehold
and copyhold premises to one undivided moiety of Sally Clifton's estate in order that the Indenture of 4th
June, 1796 should be performed and that the devisees of George Turner were entitled to the other equal half
part of the estate.

All the beneficiaries then agreed to the sale of the property, and to divide the proceeds. Norwood Farm with
116 acres was then sold to Mark Smallpiece for £2,169. 13. 2.

In 1861, Norwood Farm when sold was described as substantially constructed of brick and tile. "It is entered
by a porch into a wide lobby and contains a neat parlour with side door into garden, a good kitchen, a large
pantry, a well fitted dairy, a cool cellar and a large breVv house in which there is a well of fine spring water with
pump, and large brick oven. There are 4 airy chambers and also a large servants' bedroom approached by a
separate staircase".

The farm yard was described as enclosed with brick walls and with a gateway communicating with
Effingham Common and the farm buildings included a capacious barn with two thrashing floors, a cattle shed,
a naghouse stable, a good waggon lodge, brick and tiled piggeries, stable for 8 cart horses, fatting stall and
cowhouse, a poultry house and wood house. There was a plentiful and constant supply of water to the yard
through pipes from a nearby pond.

The barn referred to is a 17th century timber framed structure faced with tarred weather boardings. It has
a tiled roof with queen posts inside. It is on the Statutory List as a Grade III building.

The house, Norwood Farm, is now the property of Mr. and Mrs. Bishop who are carrying out careful
restoration work.

On 26th January, 1861 Mark Smallpiece sold to Charles Tatham, Esq. Norwood Farm and a copyhold cottage
and orchard held of the Manor of Effingham East Court for £3,850, with a covenant to surrender a certain
copyhold piece of land.

(11) Flower Cottage
The copyhold cottage and orchard just referred to, on the verge of Effingham Common, is now called Flower

Cottage. In the Land Tax Assessment for 1780 it was in the tenure of James Burgess, the elder, and in 1783 in
the tenure of Mrs. Geale "for the late Burgess the Elder". Mrs. Geale was James Burgess' daughter. At a
special Court Baron of the Manor of Effingham East Court, 25th May, 1786, when William White was the Lord
of the Manor, the Homage presented that "James Burgess held of the Lord of the Manor by copy of Court
Roll a customary cottage and l/2 acre abutting on land late of Mr. Clifton". Mary Geale, widow, only daughter of
James Burgess produced the Will of James Burgess dated 17th March, 1780 in which he gave the premises to Mary
Geale. She desired to be admitted tenant and the Lord of the Manor granted possession to her on payment of a
heriot of Is 8d; her fealty was respited. She immediately surrendered it into the hands of the Lord "to the use
of her Will". Mary Geale's Will was dated 2nd April, 1811 and in it she bequeathed this copyhold cottage to her
son William and his wife Elizabeth, and then to John son of William. If then there were no heirs the property
was to go to William, the son of her son William by his wife Elizabeth before marriage. On 22nd February,
1853 John Geale was admitted tenant. He then sold the cottage for £190 to Mark Smallpiece who was admitted
tenant by copy of Court Roll, a yearly rent of 6d, a heriot of Is 8d, suit of court and other services. C. E. Tatham
was admitted tenant at a Court held on 2nd November, 1861, after purchasing the cottage from Mark Smallpiece.

When the cottage was sold in 1861 it was described as a brick and tiled cottage containing a kitchen, store
room, wash house with brick oven, a cellar and 3 chambers.

On 31st May, 1928 Mr. M. T. Tatham sold to Mr. A. N. Diamantidi, Norwood Farm and the copyhold cottage.
The latter was enfranchised on 1st August, 1928 under an agreement between Mr. R. R. Calburn, the Lord of
the Manor and Mr. Diamantidi, by virtue of the Law of Property Act 1922. The compensation paid for the
extinguishment of the Manorial incidents was £45. 10. 0.

Mr. Diamantidi then conveyed Norwood Farm and the cottage to Sir Nicholas Waterhouse who died in 1968,
bequeathing Norwood Farm to his sister, Lady Bedwell, who kindly allowed the writer to see the Deeds of the
property in her possession, from which the later information given here is taken.

On 27th July, 1885 Mr. C. M. Tatham had conveyed to the South Western Railway Company 3 acres 3 roods
37 perches of freehold land for the building of the railway; the Company is to maintain a level crossing and
an archway having a space of 9ft and headway of 8ft 6in.

(12) Dormers and Thorncroft (formerly called New House)
The house opposite the parish church which Edward Leigh, the elder built for himself shortly before

1637, and which was called "New House" for about 200 years, being part of Sally Clifton's estate, was put
up for auction with Norwood Farm, and the rest of the estate in 1851, and George Coleman, tenant of the
Manor Farm (formerly Effingham Manor House) became the purchaser at £295. It was described as "all
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those two messuages formerly 1 messuage known as New House with garden 2 roods 4 perches near the church
there and now or late in occupation of Francis Bilby and Allen Naldred, but subject to tenancy of William, Earl
of Lovelace".

In 1855 John Coleman, only son of George Coleman, deed, sold the property, then called "Church Croft"
to Charles F. Robinson of "The Lodge". It was inherited by the Teesdale Family, and in 1891 formed part
of the marriage settlement of Miss Julia Teesdale when she married Mr. M. C. Perreau. It was later sold to Mr.
Gordon Usmar who converted it into one house again and called it "Dormers". It was later re-converted to two
houses now in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Bond (Dormers) and Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson (Thorncroft).

The house is a timber framed building refaced with red brick on the ground floor, tile hung above with peg
tiled oak roof, with queen post truss with casement windows, those on the first floor enlarged into dormers.
An extension on the north end of Dormers was built recently. It is on the Statutory List as a Grade III building.

(13) Church Cottages - Ruffinshaw
General de Lancey's estate was put into the hands of the Treasury Commissioners, Messrs. Mitford and Alcock,

for sale in 1806, and they arranged for parts of it to be auctioned by Hoggart & Phillips at the Auction Mart
at the Bank of England in 1812. Mr. Robert Fish, who had been a tenant of Lower Farm for some years, paid
£300 for all that messuage now divided into four tenements, together with woodhouse and workshop (heretofore
a barn) garden, orchard, and 2 acres of land known by the name of "Ruffinshaw" which were formerly
copyhold of inheritance held of the Manor of Effingham East Court by John Venn of Effingham, Yeoman. By his
Will dated 7th January, 1764, John Venn devised the property to his son-in-law, John Skeete, and on 2nd
April, 1801 Mary Skeete, widow, the then copyhold tenant, surrendered the property to the use of Oliver
de Lancey, the Lord of the Manor. Ruffinshaw was the former name of the western block of Church Cottages.
(There are references to Ruffinshaw as part of Effingham East Court Manor 1678 - 1717 in the British Museum
- Additional M.S. 23.751).

On 13th October, 1868 Robert Fish of Islington sold to William Balchin of Effingham, carpenter, for
£565 (1) two cottages with gardens (now called Nos. 1 & 2 Church Cottages) and (2) messuage used as 4
tenements formerly called Ruffinshaw (now called Nos. 3, 4, 5 & 6 Church Cottages). Nos. 1 & 2 Church
Cottages, it would appear from the Land Tax Assessments, had been built by Robert Fish about 1820 on

37. Church Cottages (Ruffinshaw)
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part of the Ruffinshaw land.
Mrs. M. H. O'Connor, in 1922, bought Nos. 1, 2 and 3 Church Cottages and bequeathed them to three of her

daughters, one of whom, the writer of this history, now lives in No. 1
Church Cottages are included on the Statutory List as a Grade III building.

(14) Stanton's Stores
When William Balchin became the owner of Ruffinshaw (1868) he built a shop and house on part of the

Ruffinshaw land, which remained the property of the Balchin family, though various leases were granted, until
sold by Miss S. A. Balchin to Mr. E. F. Love in 1936.

Mr. J. Stanton was the owner of the property in recent years and it was from his Title Deeds that much of
the information about Ruffinshaw was taken. Mr. Stanton sold the shop and house 1972 and the shop was
closed on 31st March 1973.

(15) White Cottage
On 24th October 1868, William Balchin sold to Andrew Jeffrey, Bricklayer of Effingham, two pieces of garden

ground originally part of Ruffinshaw, and Mr. Jeffrey built the house now called "White Cottage" on part of
the ground, and the other piece which runs along the east side of Effingham Street, is the garden of the house.
In 1888 Mr. Jeffrey mortgaged the property to Mr. John Marmaduke Teesdale of "The Lodge" for £200 but
in 1890 Mr. Jeffrey was adjudged a bankrupt; the property was then sold to Mr. William Balchin for £360,
£200 of which was given to Miss E. A. Teesdale to whom the mortgage had been transferred. The property was
called Fir Tree Cottage when it was sold in 1913 by Miss S. A. Balchin to Luther Coleman who had a butcher's
shop there. George Pauling of "The Lodge" acquired Fir Tree Cottage in 1914 and Mrs Pauling sold it to Mrs. M.
L. Usmar in 1931. Mrs. K. M. Harris bought the property in 1949 and called the house "White Cottage". Later
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Millard, allowed the writer to see their Title Deeds from which this information is taken.

(16) The Steps, The Street.
The Indenture of 3rd June, 1813 also related to a piece of land sold to Charles Older who presumably built

some of the cottages called for many years "Older's Cottages", now called "The Steps".

38. Upper Street (now called Church Street)
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(17) The Sir Douglas Haig Hotel
The hotel now called "The Sir Douglas Haig" was called "The Prince Blücher" when it was built about 1904,

the business having been transferred from the Inn at the crossroads then called by this name. The land on
which it was built was formerly part of the garden of Mrs. Skeete's house (now called "Old Post Cottage") which
she sold to General de Lancey in 1801 and it was held of the Manor of Little Bookham. In 1843 the land belonged
to Mr. John Polter and in 1889 Mr. John Polter leased "The Blacksmith's Arms" and the Smithy at the rear of
what is now the Sir Douglas Haig Hotel for 21 years, but in the same year the estate was conveyed to Friary
Holroyd and Healys Breweries, Guildford, who built the present "Sir Douglas Haig". The Blacksmith's Arms was
demolished and the Smithy is now occupied by a firm selling garden machinery.

Two cottages formerly stood at the northern end of the Hotel estate and these were built on land which
belonged to "Townwells" held of the Manor of Effingham. In 1747 they were occupied by Mr. Edmond Cooke
and his wife. In 1843 they belonged to Mr. John Nash and were occupied by Mr. Alfred Ayliffe and Mr. Luke
Payne.

On this parcel of land in the centre of Effingham, therefore, there were holdings of three different
Manors, Effingham East Court Manor — Ruffinshaw (Church Cottages), Little Bookham Manor — Mrs. Skeetes'
garden and Old Post Cottage (see Little Bookham Manor) and Effingham Manor — Townwells (2 cottages now
demolished).

(18) Slaters Oak
The house now called Slaters Oak was formerly a copyhold of the Manor of Effingham East Court. It would

appear to have been an "Assart", that is an enclosure of the waste or common land, and as it is about 4 acres in
extent, it was probably built during the reign of Queen Elizabeth when a law was passed forbidding the
erection of any new house with less ground than this. It is referred to in the British Museum Additional MS 23.752
in the Court Rolls of the Manor when Richard Finden of Effingham, Yeoman, customary tenant of a messuage
etc. called Slaters, in the occupation of Edward Sinke, surrendered it to his son Richard Finden, who was
admitted tenant 4th April 1684.

On  21st   April,   1768   Edward Tickner of Cobham, bricklayer, came before the Manor Court and

39. The Village Smithy
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surrendered "a customary messuage, barn and orchard called Slaters Oak, yearly rent 12d, heriot 2s suit of court,
etc. to the only use of J. Berdoe of Byfleet, Ironmonger."

On l l t h  July, 1777 Marmaduke Berdoe surrendered Slaters Oak to James Burgess of Effingham, husband-
man, who did fealty to the Lord of the Manor of Effingham East Court, William White, and was admitted tenant
under the usual conditions.

On 27th June 1834, at a General Court Baron of Miles Stringer held at the "Prince Blucher", Robert Fish
was admitted tenant of Slaters Oak (which had been surrendered to him in open court by Ann Martin in 1821)
on the payment of a fine of 2s. He came again into the same Court and in consideration of £395 paid by Thomas
Tilley of Effingham Lower Common, Horse Dealer, Robert Fish surrendered the property to Tilley who was
admitted tenant by copy of Court Roll at the will of the Lord, heriot 2s, yearly rent 12d.

On 23rd November, 1853 Thomas Tilley of Walton, Gent., came before the Deputy Steward of the Manor,
and in consideration of £800 paid by Frederick Weber, M.D., of London, surrendered Slaters Oak to him. Dr.
Weber, however, was not satisfied with the title, so Thomas Tilley, Gent., and George Tilley of Walton, Brewer,
entered into a Bond for his quiet enjoyment of the property.

At a Court of Lady Caroline Maxse held at Effingham Hill House on 14th June, 1872 a proclamation was
made for any person claiming title to come and be admitted and Frederick Weber was admitted by the yearly rent
of Is and paid a fine of 2s. His fealty was respited. Frederick Weber died in 1886 and the property was sold
to Miss F. A. Levien who was admitted tenant at a Manor Court held on 8th April, 1895. On 9th July, 1907 Miss
M. E. Levien sold the property to Miss C. Gradwell and Miss O. Richardson and on 16th July, 1907 the Lord of
the Manor, Mr. Caesar Czarnikow, granted to these two ladies a Deed of Enfranchisement and in consideration
of £5, they were to hold Slaters Oak freehold and he granted to them all such commonage and right of common
in and upon and over the waste and commonable lands of Effingham East Court, to which tenants would be
entitled if it were not enfranchised. In 1927 Miss Gradwell sold Slaters Oak to Mr. G. M. Mallaby Deeley
whose executors sold it to Major H. P. and Col. C. W. Hughes. Colonel Hughes allowed the writer to see his
Deeds, from which most of the foregoing information is taken.

Slaters Oak is described in the Surrey County Council List of Antiquities as of 17th and 18th century origin
but is not on the Statutory List; it has undergone much rebuilding since Dr. Weber acquired it in 1853.

Colonel Hughes told the writer that he had had a visit from a Bishop who told him that Slaters Oak was the
home of his (the Bishop's) grandmother and that Mendelssohn composed one of his "Songs without Words"
there. It has not been possible so far to confirm the statement about Mendelssohn, but it may be true as Mr.
Deryck Cooke of the BBC informed us that it is not known where Mendelssohn wrote all the "Songs without
Words".

(19) Orchard Cottage, Effingham Common
Orchard Cottage with 1 acre of land was a copyhold of the Manor of Effingham East Court. In 1780 it was

in the tenure of James West and in 1799 of Mrs. West. In 1808 it was occupied by John de Lancey paying a
quit rent of lOd. and subject to a heriot of the best beast. It was surrendered with the rest of his estate by General
Oliver de Lancey to the Trustees for sale and was bought by William Currie of East Horsley.

It is a timber framed 16th - 17th century building with painted brick infilling, tiled roof and casement
windows with modern addition in matching style to the West. Orchard Cottage is on the Statutory List as a Grade
III building.

(20) Tyrrells, Effingham Common
Tyrrells is included in the Statutory List as a Grade III building and is described as "a timber framed cottage

with plaster infilling, partly refaced with brick, now painted; half-hipped tiled roof, casement windows, gable
to the wings, the south one with a chimney breast up it, with modern additions".

(21) Lee Brooke, Effingham Common
Lee Brooke, another "Assart", (first Court Roll commencing 1635) was partly copyhold of Effingham Manor

in respect of the house and one parcel of land of about 5 acres, and partly copyhold of Effingham East Court,
in respect of a customary barn and 1 acre of land at Ryders Corner adjoining. The house was rebuilt at the end
of the 19th century.

In 1799 it was in the tenure of John Chippen. At a Court Baron of the Manor of Effingham 4th March, 1834
Elizabeth, wife of Jonathan Abbott was admitted tenant by yearly rent of two pence, heriot, fealty,
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suit of court and other services. At a Court Baron 19th February, 1851 it was stated that Elizabeth, widow of
Jonathan Abbott had married Daniel Carpenter. He died 3rd January, 1855 and Elizabeth by her Will, 13th
October, 1881, gave to her son John Carpenter her house, Lee Brooke, then in her own occupation. Elizabeth
died on 27th December, 1884, and John Carpenter was admitted tenant, out of court, on 13th March 1889.
He gave the Lord a fine of £10, and his fealty was respited. On 28th October, 1893 he obtained enfranchise-
ment from Effingham Manor for which he paid £52. 1. 0. consideration money, under the provisions of the
copyhold Act 1887.

At a Court of the Manor of Effingham East Court 6th July, 1892 John Carpenter was admitted tenant to the
customary barn and 1 acre of land, part of Lee Brooke. He died on llth November 1931, having appointed
Mr. E. A. Killick and Mr. William Bonsey his executors. They signed an agreement with Mr. R. R. Calburn, the Lord
of the Manor of Effingham East Court on 1st April, 1933 for the extinguishment of the manorial incidents on the
payment by them of £10. 10. 0.

The property was then sold to Mr. A. G. Estler, the tree surgeon, to whom it now belongs, and this
information was taken from Mr. Estler's Deeds.

(22) Home Farmhouse
The farmhouse in The Street, formerly part of what is now called "Home Farm", seen from the outside is

an L shaped 16th century timber framed building with some timbering exposed but mostly refaced with roughcast.
It has a half-hipped tiled roof and mostly casement windows but there are two sash windows with glazing
bars intact. The porch is in the angle of the L with a room over it. It is on the Statutory List as a Grade II building.

The huge hangar shaped shed built by Cow & Gate Architectural Department for Home Counties Dairies is
described by Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner as an interesting idea, with all the office accommodation fitted
in at one end, but, "as it is done here", he says "it is more attractively mad than impressive". This building has
recently been purchased by Messrs. Ind Coope Ltd., Brewers.

40. Lee Brooke, Effingham Common
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(23) Vine Cottage
Vine Cottage in "The Street" is a late 18th century building with red brick modillion eaves cornice and a hipped

tiled roof. The glazing bars are intact. The fire openings in the house are 18th century with early 19th century
surrounds. The mouldings are late 18th century. It was acquired by Mr. Robert Fish in the early 19th century
and in 1843 he also owned and lived in Rose Cottage and owned the Village Stores.

Vine Cottage is on the Statutory List as a Grade III building. It is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard.

(24) Western Cottage, Orestan Lane
Western Cottage, Orestan Lane, was built about 1815 on part of "Old Westmore Cottage" land which belonged

to William Currie at that time. It was built originally as two farm cottages, each with one room upstairs and one
room downstairs. In 1820 William Currie sold the property to John Balchin of Effingham and when Balchin died
in 1855 he left the cottages to his sons upon trust; they sold them to Miss Louisa Balchin in 1857. A curious
fact recorded in all the Local Deeds connected with Miss Louisa Balchin is that she was married in 1858 at the
parish church of St. Mary in Guildford to Mr. Peter Older, but she never co-habited with him and was always
called and known as Louisa Balchin. Peter Older was a tenant of Effingham Manor Farm (Browns) at this time
and when Louisa died in 1899 he had been dead for some years. She left her property upon trust for her nephews
and nieces and "the double tenement cottage" was thereupon sold to Joseph Tyrrell, Wood Merchant, in whose
family it remained until 1939 when it was sold to Major Boustead. It is now the property of Mr. and Mrs. Leech.

(25) Crocknorth
The house now known as Crocknorth is a Tudor building in a 19th century skin. Originally it consisted of a

parlour and kitchen — living room on either side of a double fireplace. The spaces on either side of the fireplace
were occupied by an entrance lobby and a staircase. Additions were made in 1874 and 1919.

(26) Old Post Office Cottages
These cottages in the Street are on the Statutory List as a Grade III building — 18th century or earlier. In

1855 Mrs. Sarah Naldred had the Post Office in one of them. From a Directory of that year we learn that letters
arrived from Leatherhead by footpost at 8.30 a.m., and they were despatched at 6 p.m.; the nearest Money Order
office was at Leatherhead. The carrier to London called on Tuesdays and Fridays, and the coach to London
called every morning at 8.30 a.m. and returned at 7.30 p.m.

Old Post Cottages were acquired by Surrey County Council in 1973 with 53 acres of Home Farm land.

(27) The Almshouses opposite the Church
The religious upheavals in Tudor England resulted in the State imposing a system of civil relief for the poor

and under an Act of 1601, if the Lord of the Manor agreed, Church Wardens and Overseers were empowered
to erect on waste land convenient dwelling houses for the poor, but only those incapable of work. The
Effingham Almshouses may have been built at this time, but they certainly existed in 1724 according to the
Bishop's Vistation Report for that year. There is a note in Manning and Bray, written about 1800, which says
that "Near the church were some small tenements belonging to the parish, appropriated to the habitation of
the Poor, being much decayed they were rebuilt in 1774, the expense of which was to have been defrayed out
of the Poor Rate. Unfortunately the title of the Rate was "For the Relief of the Poor and toward the payment
of money borrowed for repairing and rebuilding the Workhouse". Some ingenious man found the latter part
of the title was not legal and vitiated the Rate. The opinion of the Court of King's Bench was taken in 1779, and
the Rate was quashed. In this dispute the expenses were probably equal to the value of the houses."

The Almhouses belonged to Mr. William Currie for some years, and they were sold by him with the rest of
his estate to the Earl of Lovelace about 1840. In 1917 the Trustees of the Lovelace Estate sold the Almshouses
and other buildings, including "Crossways", to Mr. Percy Turner. The Almshouses remained uninhabited for many
years after this, but in 1966 the whole property was acquired by the Effingham Housing Association and
restored and adapted into self-contained homes for elderly persons. The gardens of the Almhouses, once the
Village Green, are now dedicated for the use of the inhabitants of the village.

(28) The Vicarage
There has been a vicarage on the present site at least from the 13th century, but the present building dates mainly

from the 19th century, and the plans and details of the reconstruction are in the Greater London Council Record
Office, S.E.1.
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41.
Vine Cottage, The Street

42. Old Post Office Cottages, The Street
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(29) The Red House
The house in Lower Road (now Corpus Domini Convent) next to St. Lawrence Primary School, was designed

by Sir Edwin Lutyens in 1893 for Miss Susan Muir Mackenzie, a close friend of Miss Gertrude Jekyll, the famous
Victorian gardener and collaborator with Sir Edwin Lutyens.

In the second edition (1971) of the Buildings of Surrey (Ian Nairn, Professor Sir Nikolaus Pevsner and Bridget
Cherry) this house is described as one of Lutyens' "most important early houses — Bargate stone with red brick
dressings. The Tympana of patterned tiles above the windows are especially characteristic". There was originally
a garden here designed by Gertrude Jekyll.

Sir Edwin Lutyens, born in London in 1869, has been called the "greatest English Architect since Sir Christo-
pher Wren". He was President of the Royal Academy in 1938, and in 1942 he received the Order of Merit. He died
in 1944.

The Royal Institute of British Architects has kindly allowed us to publish the photograph of Sir Edwin's
preliminary sketch of the'house called "A Cottage in Effingham".

43. The Red House (Corpus Domini Convent) Lower Road
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(30) The Hermitage, High Barn
The Hermitage was built for Miss Muir Mackenzie and the Architect may have been Sir Edwin Lutyens. The

Hermitage is now the home of Col. the Hon. Charles Guy Cubitt, a large landowner in Effingham. Col. Cubitt
received the C.B.E. in the 1973 New Year's Honours List for services to riding. Since 1966 he has headed the
Committee for the combined training of British Olympic Equestrians, and is the Chairman of the Annual Royal
International Horse Show.

On the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural Interest there is a note about Effingham which
says that the south end of the parish is very isolated and contains no listed buildings.

The houses in the south of the parish already referred to in this work are: Effingham Hill House (now St.
Teresa's Convent), Crocknorth, the site of Mare House (now Dunley Hill Farm), Dunley Hill House, and
Courtlands with "The Old Malthouse".

In addition to these houses there is a very pleasant group of buildings at Dog Kennel Green (referred to in
the parish register in 1602), illustration 9. On the 1813 estate map the farmhouse area is described as Dog Kennel,
Barn, Farm yard etc. The adjacent house (now App.ledore Cottage) which has 18th century features, is
described as "cottage and garden". The building on the south side of the bridle way leading to Critton Lane is
described on the same estate map as "Blacksmith's cottage and garden". These buildings are all on the Tithe Map
(1843). In addition there is an attractive pair of cottages on the north side of the bridle way with "Art
Nouveau" decoration, probably built by the Maxses about 1870.

"The house now called "Friar's Elm" in the same area is described on the 1813 map as "cottage and garden"
and it may be the copyhold cottage formerly called "Mounters".

The picture of Hill Lodge shows a house described in the Index to Greenwoods' Map of Surrey (1823) as "a
handsome modern villa residence of Captain Stringer, situated half a mile south from Effingham Hill House".
It was presumably built by the Stringers between 1813 and 1823, and later demolished.

Effingham Hill House (see p.86) is described in the Greenwood Index as "an extensive handsome modern

44. The Hermitage, High Barn
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mansion on an elevated situation, well sheltered by trees, with a handsome approach by a road, which for the
main distance from Effingham is enclosed by tall hedges and trees, the seat of Miles Stringer, Esq".

Three houses in the village were built between the wars with old materials brought from other sites -"The
Bam" in Madge's Lane, "The Paddock" and "Pilgrims" in the Guildford Road.

Two 17th century buildings which appear on the Statutory List have been demolished, i.e.-"The Cottage",
Lower Road, which stood where the Catholic Church car park is now, and West Lane Farm (Killick's) in
Orestan Lane, almost opposite Western Cottage.

45. Hill Lodge
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CHAPTER 23
CONSERVATION

In 1823 C. & J. Greenwood, Surveyors, published a map of the County of Surrey from an actual Survey,
together with an Index of towns and villages and the principal houses therein. The entry for Effingham says that
it is supposed to have been formerly a place of considerable importance and much larger than it was in 1823, from
the several wells and cavities of buildings which had been found in the fields and woods.

It was certainly larger in area than it is today (2958 acres) extending further to the east to include Stoney
Rock and part of Carter's Farm (now part of Ranmore Farm) and Herney Pit, now called "Haneys", to White
Down on the south and possibly to Rowbarns on the west.

The Greenwoods say that in 1823 the country near the village, easterly and westerly was flat,
interspersed with ornamental grounds on the line of the road in both directions. Effingham House (now the Golf
Club) they described as a large and handsome modern mansion with small paled park or grounds and Effingham
Cottage (now called "The Cottage") as a "handsome modern erection with gardens, etc. on the north side of the
road from Epsom to Guildford".

The North Downs Trackway, part of which now forms the southern boundary of the Parish, has borne
prehistoric man with his flint tools and weapons, primitive invading Germanic tribes from the Continent of
Europe, the Roman Legions, Anglo-Saxon invaders, the Norman army of William I, and pilgrims on their journeys
between Canterbury and Winchester among many others. The North Downs Way is to become a long distance
footpath which the local authorities are assisting the Countryside Commission in creating for pleasure and
recreation.

There were 35 names on the Taxation Return for the village of Effingham in 1332 (see Appendix 1), and some
of these names, or corruptions of them, became attached to fields and houses, for instance Carters Field now
part of Ranmore Farm, is no doubt derived from Peter Le Cartere, Pickets Hole from Johann Pykenet, Aldehays
Cross from Peter Aldehay, Rowbarns (now in East Horsley) from Peter ate Rowberne, Bowles or Boles from
John Bolle, Crowchers or Crochers (now Crosslands) from Gilbert ate Cruch, Effingham Hill from Gilbert ate
Hulle, Norwood Farm from Thomas de Northwode, Hansards from Letitia Hansard; "De Willelmo Coco" may
have referred to a member of the Cooke family who lived in Effingham for many generations. From an even
earlier period Oswald de la Lega left his family name attached to Lee Wood and Matilda ate Lynde (de
Geddinges) was living there in 1332.

No doubt, at first, Effingham like most of Surrey, consisted of forests in which clearings were gradually made
by settlers who largely governed themselves in local communities for many centuries under the Manorial
system, but as we have seen, great changes took place towards the end of the 18th century, both in land use
and land tenure. Manorial Commons and Wastes in the south of the Parish were enclosed and new methods of
agriculture were introduced. Country houses began to be built and parks and gardens were laid out. The
substantial yeomen who had tilled the soil for centuries in independent holdings disappeared, and were replaced
by tenant farmers and agricultural labourers working for a small weekly wage for rich landowners.

Between them, however, they have bequeathed to us a beautiful countryside. Part of it is still forest and some
of it, including Oldlands Copse, which extends to 130 acres, is leased to the Forestry Commission who plant
it with timber producing crops.

It is still mainly farm land with interesting old hedges which in some cases can be dated back many
centuries with many small coppices, formerly called shaws, and a priceless legacy of footpaths and bridleways.
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46. The North Downs Trackway

47. Beech Avenue
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The North Common which is shared between the Manors of Effingham and Effingham East Court has not
been enclosed. When the Manor of Effingham was conveyed by Mrs. L. H. E. Tristram to Mr. R. R. Calburn
on 21 st January 1922 the part of the North Common belonging to that Manor was described as "Banks
Common and Hook Common (71 acres 1 rood 10 perches)". Mr. Calburn presented Banks Common to the
National Trust in 1925, and also on 20th July 1955 gave an area of the North Common to the Parish Council for
use as a cricket pitch.

There was a brick kiln in a field on the edge of the North Common and the house now called
"Huckamoor" was called "Brickfield Farm" until the first decades of this century.

Chalk was dug at various places in the parish and there are remains of lime kilns and of several marlpits from
which clay containing much calcareous matter was taken and extensively used as a fertiliser.

In 1954 Mr. Calburn made a Deed of Gift to the inhabitants of Effingham of the beech trees in Beech
Avenue, one of the Effingham beauty spots, and each tree is now covered by a preservation Order.
Effingham Golf Course now extends over part of the old Common Fields and the site of the Mediaeval Fair.
For the past two years the "Harry Secombe Charity Golf Tournament" has attracted large crowds here,
giving the observer some idea of what the place must have looked like at the time of the old St. Lawrence
Fairs. Everywhere there is an abundance of wild flowers in their natural habitats.

Under Section 1 of the Civic Amenities Act 1967, Surrey County Council have designated an area in the centre
of the village as a Conservation Area as follows:— "Commencing in Lower Road to the east of No. 2, The
Cottages, the boundary of the Conservation Area runs south to a footpath (No. 118) which it follows east for
some 200 yards to turn south again along the eastern edge of the King George V. Playing Fields to Guildford
Road (A.246). The line runs briefly west along this road, turns south behind the properties facing the western
side of Orchard Gardens, and then continues west again behind those properties facing the south side of the
main road as far and including No. 12 Victory Cottages. The line turns south and then west

48. Anti-Litter Day, 1972 - M. O'Connor, J. Stovold, G. Stroud, D. Wilson
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to enclose Manor Gardens and the gardens, turns south along Beech Avenue for 130 yards and then turns west
to include the immediate grounds of Effingham Golf Club House and the properties fronting Guildford
Road as far as and including Dolphin House. The boundary turns north across the main road and continues in this
direction along the eastern side of "Whistlers" across a bridleway (No.121) and footpath (No. 120) to meet
Orestan Lane immediately east of Leaside Cottage; turning briefly west and then north again alongside "The
Elms", the boundary turns east (to enclose Ordnance Survey parcels Nos.187 & 185) and continues in this
direction to the south of Leewood Way across Effingham Common Road and behind the properties fronting the
northern side of Lower Road as far as and including the Royal British Legion Club. The line turns south and
then east and crosses Lower Road to complete the boundary to the east of No.2, The Cottages". (This description
of the Conservation Area is published with the permission of Surrey County Council).

It is now the duty of Surrey County Council to pay special attention to the character and appearance of this
area and to preserve or enhance it, thus giving private owners of property within the area the confidence to
recondition and adapt for modern use their old and historic buildings.

It is the duty of the inhabitants at large to preserve the amenities of the place by keeping it in order and in
1972 Effingham Women's Institute organised a successful Anti-Litter Day in which the whole community
took part collecting many tons of litter and scrap metal from the surrounding countryside for removal by
Guildford Rural District Council.

Southern Effingham forms part of an area designated by the Countryside Commission as of outstanding natural
beauty and the Commission expects the planning authority to exercise stringent development control, to clear
eyesores and plant trees. 1973 is Tree Planting Year during which trees are being planted for aesthetic and
practical reasons. Local organisations in Effingham are taking part in this effort although many trees have been
planted here in recent years through the Tree Committee of the Residents' Association, including an oak tree
in the Playing Fields in honour of Sir Barnes Wallis.

The people of Effingham have reason to be grateful to Effingham Golf Club for giving a piece of land at the
side of Beech Avenue on which Surrey County Council have constructed a footpath by which a whole network of
paths can now be reached by walkers in safety.
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CHAPTER 24
THE MAKING OF MODERN EFFINGHAM

Until the first decades of the 19th century the affairs of the village were mainly dealt with locally by the Manor
Courts, the Parish Vestry and the Quarter Sessions, with the occasional Act of Parliament, although the functions
of the Manor Courts were gradually being taken over by the Vestry, and the Constable, the Surveyor of
Highways, the Overseers of the Poor, the Church Wardens and other Parish Officers, were selected from
among the villagers. Then the State began to take over, becoming responsible for the relief of the poor under the
Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, appointing the police in the 1840s and forming the Highways Board in the
1860s.

In compliance with an order from the newly formed local Government Board, the first Parish Meeting to elect
a Parish Council in Effingham was held on 4th December 1894. About 50 electors were present. Mr. Francis
Muir of "The Lodge" was unanimously elected Chairman and Mr. C. E. Lambert the tenant of Effingham
Manor House, Vice—Chairman. The other elected Councillors were Messrs. William Beattie, Bailiff, of
Effingham Hill; George Bristol, Gardener; Samuel Brown, Farmer, of Manor Farm; Frank Hills, Farmer of Indian
Farm; Uriah Loxley, Farmer, of the farm now called Home Farm; James West, Grocer, of Yew Tree House (a
Grocer's shop on the site of Yew Tree Walk). Mr. A. J. Killick was the Clerk.

At the first meeting of the Council, held at the School Room on 19th December, 1894, the Councillors agreed
to take over from the Church Wardens the control of the Henry Smith Charity. The sum available for
distribution was £7. 17. 6. and 48 applications for it had been received.

In 1895 a rate of Id. in the £ was made on all rateable property to meet the expenses of the Parish Council.
Early matters for discussion were the provision of lamps at the Cross Roads, the water supply from the wells

on Effingham Common, and repairs to the footpath across the common.
In May 1897 a meeting was held to discuss the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and these were held in Mr. Samuel

Brown's "Homefield". Four hundred parishioners attended and the entertainment was a great success.
In 1902 the Parish Council was meeting in the "Coffee Room". This is the building on the corner Orestan

Lane (now Colets Earth Boring & Plant Hire Ltd.). It had formerly been the Isolation Hospital, which had been
removed from the Guildford Road to its present position.

In May 1902 it was agreed that a public subscription should be raised to celebrate the coronation of King
Edward VII, and the festivities were held very successfully on the 31st July.

In 1903 the "Coffee Room" had become the "Reading Room" and there on 6th January the proposal to erect
a new hotel (now called the "Sir Douglas Haig") to replace the "Blücher" at the Cross roads was discussed by
the Council.

When considering the Motor Car Act 1903, the Council decided that motor cars in the village should be
restricted to 10 miles an hour, and attention was called to the dangerous crossing at the "Old Blücher" corner
at the Guildford Cross Roads.

In 1908 because of the damage being done to roads by motor cars, a communication was sent to Surrey County
Council asking that a special Road Tax to meet the increased cost of repairs should be placed on cars.

In 1909 the Council agreed that the Post Office should be closed on Bank Holidays as well as on Sundays.
In 1911 it was necessary for the Parish Council to ask Surrey County Council to enforce the 10 mile
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Map 1. Part of Tithe Map, 1842 - 43
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Map 2. Centre of Village
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50. The common, Outside Lower Farm

49. Indian Farm
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52. Bookhan Road, Effingham

51. Guildford Road, Effingham
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speed limit for motor cars in the village.
When in 1913 the Rural District Council proposed the erection of telegraph poles in High Barn Lane, they

were told that they would spoil "some of the best scenery for miles around". In the same year it was necessary to
protest against the removal of the police constable from the village on August Bank Holiday "some 700 visitors
being in the parish on that day."

In April 1914 it was decided to ask the Rural District Council for the provision of 6 workman's cottages in
the village, but in February 1915 it was stated that as so many young men had left the parish to join the Army
the matter should be left over until after the War.

In 1917 the National Service Scheme and the Food Control Committee were casting their shadows over the
village.

At the end of the War in 1918, the question of additional houses in the village was raised by a letter from
the Dorking Rural District Council, entitled "The Housing of the Working Classes". The Parish Council
asked for 12 cottages to be erected in Rainbow Field in Guildford Road and, although there was a good deal of
opposition to this site from adjoining landowners, 12 "Victory Cottages" were built there.

As part of the Peace Celebrations, the Parish Council arranged for the presentation of silver mounted walking
sticks to 68 ex-Service men then residing in the parish and 16 memorial plaques to the next of kin of those killed
in the War. The cost was met by public subscription, and it was decided to use the balance (£12. 15s) for the
upkeep of the War Shrine.

In 1921 the Parish Council decided that it was in favour of a bus service from Guildford to Leatherhead.
In 1922 the Parish Council was urging Surrey County Council to enforce a 10 m.p.h. speed limit through

the village and mention of a litter problem occurs in this year, when it was decided that, following an excursion
party from Wimbledon to Effingham Common, the Lord of the Manor should be asked to call the attention of
those in charge of excursions to impress on their members the desirability of not leaving paper and other litter
on the Common, in order to maintain the unspoiled beauties and amenities of the Common.

In 1923 Miss Gradwell of Slaters Oak, being the representative of the Parish on the Rural District Council,
was elected a member of the Parish Council, the first woman to serve on the Parish Council.

Also in 1923 a Committee was appointed to report on the footpaths in the Parish.
In 1924 the Parish Council asked the Rural District Council for a footpath on the main road in the direction

of Leatherhead, and this was provided, but it was not thought that a path was needed in the Guildford direction.
In 1925 the Parish Council observed with surprise and consternation that the East Surrey Traction Co. had

inaugurated a 'bus service through the village street, and they decided to ask the Company to discontinue
the service in the interests of public safety as the road was only 11ft wide in certain parts.

In 1926 it was decided to ask the Highway Authority to arrange for West Street (now called Orestan Lane)
to be tarred, owing to the considerable increase in traffic.

In 1928 the death of Mr. A. J. Killick, Clerk of the Parish for 34 years, was recorded in the Minutes to show
the high esteem and respect in which he was held. His son, Mr. Ernest Killick, was appointed in his place.

In response to an appeal from the Lord Lieutenant of Surrey in 1929, a Committee was formed with local
organisations to raise funds to relieve distress in the coalfields.

In 1929, also, the Parish Council was asked by Surrey Education Committee to appoint two School
Managers on the transfer of Effingham Church of England School to the Surrey County Council. Mr. Nottage,
and Mr. Almond of "The Vineries", were elected.

In 1930 a petition from 15 residents of the village was received by the Parish Council asking for a House Refuse
Collection, but the Council decided that this would mean additional rating charges, and they did not consider a
refuse collection really necessary.

Up to this time Effingham had formed part of Dorking Rural District Council, but in 1930 the Parish Council
considered the advisability of asking to be included in Guildford Rural District Council, and in 1932 it was
decided, in the revision of areas, that Effingham would come under Guildford.

In 1933 an amended boundary in the southern part of the parish was agreed to when an area was
transferred to Wotton, and in the same year the Vicar conveyed part of his garden to extend the church yard.

Also in 1933 the Parish Council accepted the offer of Leatherhead Urban District Council for fire
protection and decided to ask the Post Office to provide a telephone kiosk in the village.

In 1936 the Council received a letter from the Guildford Rural District Council asking whether the Parish
Council claimed Banks Lane as a public bridleway under the Rights of Way Act 1932, and the Council replied
that it claimed it as an "Ancient Carriage Way" for horse and wheeled traffic.

In   1937 the Parish Council decided to contribute £25 towards the Coronation celebrations of King
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George VI, and in the same year and in 1938 the question of the acquisition of 31 acres of "The Lodge" estate
for playing fields was considered.

In June 1938 a meeting was called to discuss a letter from the Leatherhead Urban District Council Air Raid
Precautions Committee asking the Parish Council to form an Air Raid Precautions Committee, and several
suitable persons were selected for this work. Various matters necessitated by wartime conditions occupied the
Parish Council for the next few years, including compulsory billeting, organising the collection of scrap metal
and the "Dig for Victory" campaign. In 1942 there was a "Warships Week Savings Campaign". The target
for Effingham was £5,000 and the sum collected was £10,705. In 1943 the target for the "Wings for Victory
Campaign" was £6,500.

In 1944 "Morrison" and "Anderson" domestic air raid shelters were supplied to villagers on request to
Guildford Rural District Council and it is recorded that in July 1944 a flying bomb fell between "Orchard Walls"
and "The Dormy House" damaging houses and premises at the top of the village.

After the rigours of War the Parish Council again discussed the question of street lighting in October 1945,
and it was not approved. That month there was a Guildford Rural District Thanksgiving Week.

In April 1946 the name "B. N. Wallis" (later Sir Barnes Wallis) appeared among the Parish Councillors. In
this year the site of a new post office was under consideration.

A Public Meeting was called on 24th April 1946 to discuss "V" Day celebrations.
Mr. E. A. Killick resigned from the office of Parish Clerk on 29th September, 1946 and deep

appreciation was expressed of his long and valuable work. Major Cundall was appointed in his place.
At the end of 1946 there was a distribution in the village of food parcels received from the Colonies and Dominions.
In January 1947 the Parish Council formally accepted the gift of the Playing Fields from the Holding Trustees.

They equipped the children's playground with swings and a merry-go-round at a cost of £289.
In 1948 the Surrey War Agricultural Committee notified the Parish Council that they proposed to plough

up part of Effingham Common for food production.
On 12th March 1953 Mr. C. E. Crouch became Parish Clerk.
In the following years the provision of main drainage was a subject for discussion, and the need for a new

burial ground. Both these amenities have been provided but the village is still without street lighting.

53. A former Post Office on the site of Gibb, the Butcher
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The Parish Council is now (1972) responsible for the provision of outdoor recreational facilities, street lighting,
burial ground, war memorial, allotments, the maintenance of public rights of way and of Greens and Commons
under delegated powers.

The Guildford Rural District Council is responsible for housing and local public health services such as drainage
and refuse collection, local aspects of town and country planning and the management of libraries.

The Surrey County Council is responsible for education, police, fire brigade and ambulance services, town
and country planning, and major road works and libraries.

These arrangements are, however, about to be changed and a new Local Government Act has been passed
which will take effect on 1st April, 1974. Effingham will be in the new Guildford District, and the Parish Council
will continue to exist.

Supporting the activities of the Public Services during the Second World War was the Red Cross. Mrs. Brown
of High Barn Eaves, was Commandant of Red Cross Detachment Surrey 26, and her daughter Miss G. Brown,
says that in her diary she records two Effingham incidents. On 3rd July 1944 a V bomb fell between Orchard
Walls and the Dormy House and many houses in the vicinity were badly blasted. On 10th July, 1944 another V
bomb fell on a house called "Little Thatch" below the village, killing the owner, just returned from Lagos, and
injuring his wife and child. This was the only fatal civilian casualty in Effingham Parish. The house was rebuilt and
is called "Phoenix Cottage".

Mrs. Brown also recorded in her diary that just before dawn on June 13th, 1944 the Royal Army Service Corps
men who had been stationed in Effingham, left the village for the last time on their way to France.

At the beginning of the war High Barn became a Headquarters for Canadian soldiers who were encamped all
up Beech Avenue. Later in the war detachments of the R.A.S.C., attached to the Second Army, came to the village
and several hundreds of them were trained in field first aid by the local Red Cross, Mrs. Brown giving the lectures.

The Effingham Branch of the Royal British Legion was formed by ex-servicemen demobilised after the
1914—18 War. Captain Saville arranged the first meeting at "The Halt" tea shop at Effingham Junction in 1920.
In 1924 a Committee was formed which included Messrs. Arthur Poland, Jim Biles, Muggeridge, Brad Wells and
Turville Kille and the Branch was formed under the first Secretary, Mr. Bishop. In 1925 the Branch joined
with the adjacent villages and was registered as "Effingham and The Bookhams British Legion Branch". The
Committee organised Whist Drives and dances to collect funds to build a club house on a piece of ground
adjacent to the Catholic Church, given to them by Mr. George Pauling. Captain Mallaby Deeley of Slaters Oak
organised the building of the headquarters and some of the roof structure, a fact which is recorded on a plaque.
Mr. Brad Wells supervised the building work which was completed in 1930.

There was a great influx of members after the Second World War, and the membership today is about 300,
with an active Women's Section.
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CHAPTER 25 MODERN

EFFINGHAM

While the Greenwoods were making their survey of Surrey, the Census of 1821 gave the number of
inhabitants of Effingham as 499 and the number of houses as 64. In 1972 there were about 3,300
inhabitants and over 900 houses, the largest concentration having been built to the south of the village since 1925.
To the north of the village during the same period, houses have been built in Lower Farm Road, Effingham
Common Road and Leewood Way.

The London and South Western Railway Company built the line through Cobham to Effingham
Junction in 1880, but as the station is IVi miles from the village this did not lead to a rapid increase of houses
then, as happened elsewhere when the station was near the village. The population in fact declined from 585 in
1821 to 539 in 1901.

During the last few years the Effingham Housing Association, a voluntary organisation formed in the village
in 1965, has acquired Crossways, the Almshouses and Rose Cottage, modernised them and converted them into
self-contained flats for renting to elderly people.

Guildford Rural District Council have provided some splendid self-contained accommodation for the elderly
at Howard Court in Browns Lane adjoining the King George V Playing Fields and here the residents have the
benefit of a Warden.

In 1951 a Post Office was opened in The Street
to replace one in Church Street at the house now
called "Old Post Cottage" and in 1959, adjoining the
Post Office, a row of shops was built. In the village
there are two Inns, "The Sir Douglas Haig" (until the
1914-18 War called "The Prince Bliicher") and "The
Plough".

A Residents' Association, formed in 1963, makes
regular checks on planning applications for develop-
ment. In 1966 it successfully opposed a proposed
change in the lay-out on the site of Yew Tree House
from that originally agreed with the developer and the
planning authority.

Although most of the land in the parish is still
farmed, and sheep have made a welcome reappearance
recently, agricultural work does not provide very much
employment with modern mechanized farming
methods, and many of the inhabitants leave the
village every day to work in London or other large
towns. There are several market gardens and a few
light engineering firms.

Most of the inhabitants of Effingham seem to be
reasonably prosperous and thanks to the Welfare
State, there is no apparent poverty here.

Many Effingham women have full time or part
time jobs, and this is made easier for them as
their children at schools in the village can have
a good mid-day meal there at a reasonable cost, 54. Crossways and Old Almshouses
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55. Yew Tree Walk

56. Sir Barnes Wallis, C.B.E., F.R.S.
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57. Effingham Women's Institute in the Peace Procession 1919

58. A hassock in St. Lawrence's Church with the Arms of Lord Howard of Effingham
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and there is a morning Play Group at King George V Hall. The "Meals on Wheels" service operates in the village
for those who need it. A group of doctors has a surgery at Crossways.

Applications to Guildford Rural District Council for permission to build houses in Effingham are
constantly being made, but these are rarely successful because of the Green Belt policy under which the number
of houses in the area is rigidly controlled.

One of the most distinguished residents is Sir Barnes Wallis, C.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., the designer and builder
of the airship R 100, who in 1930, came with his wife and children to live in their present house in Beech Avenue.
The avenue was then a chalky lane tarred only in the centre, and there were only six other houses. Dr. Wallis, as
he then was, immediately started his work on the geodetic construction of aeroplanes. It was in the garden of his
house, at the beginning of the Second World War, that he began experiments to test the theory that the
bouncing bomb might break the walls of the reservoirs which provided all the power for the main armament
factories in the Ruhr Valley in Germany, thus shortening the war. The equipment he used for this purpose was
the family wash tub and the children's marbles.

Notwithstanding his preoccupation with these important matters, he and his family, from the first,
identified themselves with the welfare of the village. In 1930 the Incumbent for over 40 years, of St.
Lawrence's Church, Mr. Baily, was semi-retired and the church had become very neglected. In 1932 the Rev.
H. Floud was appointed vicar and he inaugurated the Parochial Church Council of which Dr. Barnes Wallis was
Secretary for eight years. During his tenure of office the church was cleaned and restored and electricity was
installed with an electric clock to replace the clock which had been reached by an outside iron stair and had
to be wound once a week at a cost of 15/- per week. Dr. Wallis also arranged for the removal of the plaster
ceiling in St. Nicholas Chapel, revealing a fine mediaeval timber roof. In 1946 Dr. Wallis became Chairman of
the Parish Council, an office he held for 10 years.

In 1967 when Dr. Barnes Wallis celebrated his eightieth birthday, the villagers of Effingham presented him
with "An Album of Village Life" to show their appreciation of his long and distinguished career not only for
the nation but also for Effingham, which had been his home for 37 years. Tribute was also paid to the energy
and constant inspiration of Mrs. Barnes Wallis. In 1968 Dr. Wallis received a Knighthood.

All the Village Organisations contributed to the Album and these were:-

Royal British Legion
Effingham Catholic Church
Effingham Catholic Women's League
The Church of St. Lawrence
Effingham Cricket Club
Eastwick Park Cricket Club
Effingham Football Club
Effingham Housing Association
The Howard of Effingham County Secondary School
The King George's Hall
The King George's Play Group
The Effingham Branch of the League of Friends of Leatherhead Hospital
The Lodge — Residential Home for Epileptic Women
Methodist Church
The Mothers' Union
The Parish Council
The St. Lawrence County Primary School
The St. Lawrence County Primary School Parent-Teachers' Association
The Effingham Branch of the British Red Cross Society
The Effingham Residents' and Ratepayers' Association
The A.5 Surrey Rifle Club
The Effingham Rugby Football Club
The Effingham Scottish Country Dancing Club
The First Effingham Scout Group
The St. Lawrence Club
Effingham Women's Institute
Effingham Youth Club
The St. Lawrence Young Wives' Group
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The interest aroused in the village by the Album led to the decision of the members of the Effingham
Women's Institute to prepare this history of Effingham.

Effingham Women's Institute was formed in 1919 and the first meetings were held in Effingham Manor House
(now the Golf Club). In 1928 the Institute acquired on long lease a building which had been a cowstall and
converted it into a hall which was used for many years both for parish and W.I. activities. During the war it
was used as a soldiers' canteen and as a canteen for war workers and after the war it housed a branch of the
County Library, run by a W.I. member, and a Welfare Centre. When the lease expired the Institute transferred
its meetings to the King George V Hall in the Playing Fields. The Welfare Centre is now held there with voluntary
W.I. helpers assisting the staff.

The Effingham Women's Institute is affiliated to the National Federation of Women's Institutes which had
a membership of 441,127 in 1972.
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