
	
	

	

	Unsung	local	hero	
	

-	Introducing	the	remarkable	-	
	

Dr	Charles	Sutton	
	

of	Winrush,	Heathway,	Effingham	Common	
	

Dr	Sutton	is	a	forgotten	hero	of	Effingham’s	history.	
	

This	display	uncovers	
his	outstanding	contribution	to	village	life	

which	began	literally	in	this	location	
on	Effingham	Common,	

helping	Effingham	Cricket	Club.	
	

Effingham	Local	History	Group	
	



	

Charles	 Thomas	 Sutton	 was	 born	 in	 London	 on	 21	October	 1901.	 His	

father	 (also	 Charles	 Thomas)	 was	 a	 maker	 of	 scientific	 instruments.	

Charles	 jnr	 was	 eldest	 of	 three	 with	 a	 brother,	 Frederick	 and	 a	 sister,	

Olive.	 	His	 education	 led	 to	postgraduate	qualifications	 in	business	 and	

economics	 of	M	Com	 ie	Master	 of	 Commerce,	 and	DSc	 (Econ)	 (Lond)	 -	

Doctor	of	 Science	 from	London	University	 (the	 ‘Dr’	 is	not	of	medicine).		

He	was	 also	 ‘FSS’:	 Fellow	of	 the	 Royal	 Statistical	 Society.	During	World	

War	II	he	spent	time	in	America,	although	what	he	was	doing	is	not	yet	

known.			

	

He	worked	in	the	oil	 industry	for	BP,	based	at	Britannic	House,	Finsbury	

Circus,	 London.	 He	 specialised	 in	 the	 business	 side,	 the	 shipping	 of	 oil	

and	the	cleaning	out	of	tankers.	The	tarry	deposits	which	settled	to	the	

bottom	 of	 the	 containers	 were	 valuable	 and	 needed	 to	 be	 extracted	

through	various	 industrial	processes.	This	work	 took	him	all	around	the	

world	 and	 he	 also	 published	 in	 this	 area,	 for	 instance	The	Assessing	 of	
Salvage	Awards	(1949),	and	a	paper	called	Why	Ships	Collide	about	how	
radar	 did	 not	 necessarily	 help	 all	 ships,	 delivered	 to	 the	 Company	 of	

Master	Mariners	in	October	1958.	
	

DR	SUTTON’S	IMPACT	ON	
EFFINGHAM	

	
In	1930,	Barnes	Neville	Wallis	came	to	
live	 in	 Effingham	 and	 became	 a	 giant	
in	 village	 life:	 St	Lawrence	 Church,	
King	 George	 V	 Playing	 Fields,	 the	
Parish	Council.			
	
How	 fortunate	 for	 Effingham	 that,	 at	
almost	 the	 same	 time,	Charles	 Sutton	
also	settled	here.	By	the	late	1950s	he	
was	 beginning	 to	 make	 a	 similar	
monumental	 public	 contribution:	
Cricket	 Club,	 King	 George	 V	 Playing	
Fields,	Parish	Council,	Rugby	Club.		
	
Sutton	 gave	 generously	 to	 all	 these.	
Yet	he	has	been	somewhat	 forgotten,	
and	 this	 display	 is	 an	 attempt	 to	
correct	that.	
	

The	1911	Census	
for	62	Arnott	Road	
East	Dulwich	
showing	Charles	
Thomas	Sutton	jnr	
aged	9,	and	
revealing	that	one	
sibling	had	died.	

On	the	right	of	this	pair	is	
62	Arnott	Road	today	

	



	

KINDNESS	AND	ALTRUISM	
	
	
Sutton	 devoted	 backbreaking	 physical	
effort,	 many	 years	 of	 his	 life	 and	
substantial	 amounts	 of	 his	 own	 money	
enabling	 other	 people	 to	 play	 sport	
despite	 the	 fact	 that	 he	 himself	 never	
played	 sport	 of	 any	 kind.	 	 He	 often	
suffered	 from	 poor	 health	 including	
phlebitis,	 painful	 lumpy	 swellings	 of	 the	
veins	arising	from	poor	circulation.			
	
He	is	remembered	as	an	immensely	kind	
and	 thoughtful	 man,	 tenacious	 and	
industrious	 almost	 to	 a	 fault	 in	 support	
of	 the	 causes	 he	 took	 on.	 	 He	was	 also	
somewhat	 tense	 and	 driven:	
energetically	 alive	 to	 the	 complexity	 of	
issues	 and	 the	difficulty	 of	 choosing	 the	
best	 option;	 not	 the	 most	 naturally	
decisive	 of	 men,	 and	 sensitive	 to	
criticism.	 All	 this	makes	 the	 scale	 of	 his	
contribution	the	more	remarkable.		
	
He	 was	 a	 supportive	 donor	 to	 many	
causes	 he	 could	 not	 directly	 help,	 for	
instance	 local	 youth	 club	 and	 youth	
football	initiatives.	
	

In	 1929	 Charles	 married	 Dorothy	Mavis	 Violet	 Manning	 from	 Brentford	 (she	
used	the	name	Mavis).	In	that	year	they	came	to	live	in	Effingham	where	they	
stayed	 for	 six	decades.	 They	had	 two	children,	Charles	Thomas	T.	born	1932,	
and	Sheila	M.	born	1935.	
	
They	lived	at	Winrush,	Heathway.	This	is	very	close	to	Effingham	Common,	the	
last	 house	 on	 the	 Effingham	 side	 of	 the	 parish	 boundary	 with	 East	 Horsley.		
From	here	Charles	could	walk	to	the	station	for	his	commute.		
	
Winrush	was	a	double	plot	with	a	big	garden.	Charles	deeply,	deeply	 loved	his	
garden	and	always	relished	the	effort	of	gardening	or	other	outdoors	work	-	he	
would	carry	on	even	after	it	was	dark.	He	also	loved	nature	and	the	Common:	
its	changing	seasons	and	its	traditional	rural	scenery,	which	he	so	much	wanted	
to	preserve	and	enhance.	

The	location	of	Winrush,	right	next	to	the	parish	boundary.	
The	green	expanse	to	the	right	is	the	edge	of	Effingham	Common.	



	

WATCHING	THE	COMMON	CHANGE	
	

In	 1929	 when	 Sutton	 arrived	 the	 Common	 looked	 very	
different	from	now.		
	
It	 had	 already	 come	 through	 a	 decade	 of	 change,	 and	
Sutton	 was	 to	 see	 more	 dramatic	 transitions	 during	 his	
time	there.	

Descriptions	by	Sutton	of	how	the	Common’s	‘biome’	changed	
	

1920s	-	going	over	from	turf	to	scrub	
‘Up	 to	 around	 1920	 the	 common	 had	 long	 been	 an	 expanse	 of	 closely	
cropped	grass	from	the	many	sheep	and	geese	kept	by	local	residents	and	by	
cattle	 from	 Lower	 Farm	 and	 Norwood	 Farm.	 	 From	 1920	 onwards,	 the	
advent	 of	motor	 traffic	made	 it	 necessary	 for	 the	 livestock	 to	 be	minded.		
The	common	then	gradually	reverted	to	rough	scrubland.’	
	
This	 put	 a	 stop	 to	 the	 games	 of	 the	 Peewhits,	 the	 informal	 cricket	 team	
which	had	been	used	to	play	there:	
	
‘Owing	to	the	turf-like	nature	of	the	cropped	grass	the	players	 just	rolled	a	
pitch	where	it	suited	them.		A	barrel	of	beer	was	a	usual	feature	and	this	was	
for	 convenience	 placed	 over	 the	 edge	 of	 the	 ditch.	 …	 Play	 dropped	 off	
gradually	as	the	uncropped	grass	grew	rough.’	
	

1930s	-	virtually	impassable	
‘Up	to	the	time	of	the	War	the	whole	common	as	I	knew	it	was	covered	with	
thick	scrub,	brambles	and	bracken,	which	was	very	difficult	to	walk	through	
and	could	not	be	looked	across.’		
	

World	War	II	-	part	opened	up	again	by	ploughing	for	crops	
‘This	was	cleared	during	the	War….’	

Sutton	sees	a	charismatic	resident	of	the	Common	depart	
	
When	Sutton	arrived	in	Effingham,	the	five	Leewood	and	Hooke	Cottages	in	the	centre	of	
Effingham	Common	were	still	standing.	From	1920	they	were	owned	and	lived	in	by	the	
notable	Miss	Dorothea	Bretherton	and	her	prize-winning	show	cats.		
	
‘I	often	spoke	with	Miss	Bretherton,	a	great	campaigner	for	village	rights;	she	formerly	
lived	 in	 a	 house	 and	 cottages	 (alternately)	 on	 the	 Common	 just	 by	 the	 Heath	 Way	
entrance,	these	having	since	been	demolished.’	
	
In	 1961	 Miss	 Bretherton	 died	 and	 Guildford	 RDC	 condemned	 the	 by	 then	 very	
dilapidated	 dwellings.	 They	 became	 overgrown	 and	 the	 area	 impassable.	 	 Sutton	
personally	 tried	 to	 keep	 this	 at	bay,	but	 failed.	He	describes	 this	 in	 a	 letter	 (below)	of	
3	April	1976	to	the	Parish	Council,	written	after	the	courts	had	decided	that	the	Common	
was	subject	to	Commoners’	rights.	Sutton	posed	a	question	that	by	then	he	had	asked	so	
many	times	in	different	contexts	-	who	will	put	in	the	effort	to	look	after	this?	
	
‘How	might	the	land	be	kept	up.	
…	agriculture	seems	the	only	effective	way;	without	it	the	land	will	revert	to	scrub,	as	it	
was	 in	 the	 ‘Thirties;	 it	was	passable	 in	 tracks	 then	only	because	 they	were	so	 regularly	
trodden	which	they	are	not	now;	as	a	minor	instance,	since	the	District	Council	took	over	
Miss	Bretherton’s	land	–	and	since	I	have	been	less	able	to	do	really	hard	work	on	it	–	
this	part	has	become	impassable;	I	now	have	to	make	a	long	detour	to	get	to	the	Cricket	
Ground;	I	have	made	several	attempts	to	get	this	cut	and	certain	other	difficult	parts	of	
the	bridle	way	cleared	but	the	County	Council	has	each	time	emphasized	that	it	could	not	
undertake	the	expense.’	
	
One	 wonders	 if	 knowing	 Miss	 Bretherton	 influenced	 Sutton	 towards	 his	 own	
involvement	in	the	community.	He	became	very	interested	in	all	matters	to	do	with	the	
Common,	 its	 footpaths,	 the	 cricket,	 plus	 the	 general	 well-being	 and	 pleasantness	 of	
community	life	in	the	village.			
	

Miss	Dorothea	Bretherton	
(1872-1961),	in	her	youth	

a	successful	actress	



	

CRICKET’S	COMING	HOME	
	

Sutton	 would	 have	 been	 very	 aware	
when	at	 the	request	of	cricketers	 led	by	
Harry	 Trish,	 in	 1936	 Robert	 Calburn	
(1870-1961,	 Lord	 of	 both	 Manors	 of	
Effingham	 and	 the	 then	 owner	 of	
Effingham	Common)	set	aside	one	scrub-
covered	 corner	 for	 them	 to	 play	 on.	 At	
last,	 there	was	a	permanent	home	 for	a	
nomadic	club	that	had	been	in	existence	
since	at	least	1846	and	probably	earlier.	
	
Sutton’s	account	
‘	 …	 the	 club	 was	 permitted	 to	 turn	 this	
corner	 of	 the	 common,	 where	 formerly	
the	 Peewhits	 played,	 into	 a	 regular	
playing	area.		The	club	paid	a	rent	of	one	
shilling	 a	 year	 and	 Mr	 Calburn	
contributed	 yearly.	 	 He	 later	 agreed	 to	
become	Patron	of	the	club.’	

Left:	This	dark	but	atmospheric	photo	shows	a	
working	party	on	the	Common	in	September	1937,	
probably	Harry	Trish,	George	Ranger,	Maurice	Waller,	
Lloyd	Pettit	and	Michael	Waller.	The	ground	was	in	a	
very	difficult	overgrown	state	and	a	team	had	to	put	
in	some	back-breaking	effort	to	create	a	playing	area.	
	
Below:	It	was	Sutton	who	later	first	recorded	for	us	
that	Effingham	CC	could	be	dated	back	to	1902	and	
probably	earlier.		He	was	immensely	proud	of	this	
longevity.		Shown	is	a	page	from	the	ECC	section	of	
the	Birthday	Album	presented	to	Barnes	Wallis	on	his	
80th	birthday	in	1967,	recording	under	signature	
Mr	Ralph	Edgar	Street’s	membership.	

‘EFFINGHAM	
COMMON,		
AUG.	1938’	



	

SUTTON	ENTERS	PUBLIC	LIFE	
	

After	 the	 War,	 the	 cricketers	 turned	 to	
Sutton	 for	 his	 negotiating	 skills.	 	 He	
agreed	 to	 help	 them	 sort	 out	 complex	
aspects	 of	 their	 tenure	 of	 the	 field	with	
Effingham	 Parish	 Council	 and	 the	 King	
George	 V	 Playing	 Fields	 charity.	 To	 do	
this	effectively	he	ended	up	 joining,	and	
running,	both	bodies.	
	
His	workload	was	immense.		

This	photograph	shows	Sutton	third	from	the	right	 in	the	company	of	five	other	Chairmen	and	Vice-Chairmen	of	
Effingham	 Parish	 Council.	 It	 was	 taken	 at	 an	 event	 to	 celebrate	 the	 retirement	 in	 1973	 of	 Frank	 Watkins	 as	
headmaster	 of	 St.	 Lawrence	 School.	 Between	 them	 these	 gentlemen	 put	 in	 almost	 100	 years	 of	 service	 to	 the	
village	on	the	Parish	Council.	
	
Left-to-right,	as	well	as	Sutton:		
Antony	D.	Page;	Geoffrey	Johnson;	Sir	Barnes	Neville	Wallis;	Brian	Cassell;	Anthony	Cockle	
	
	

Councillor	Sutton	
Sutton	became	a	Parish	Councillor	in	1960.		He	served	
until	1970	and	for	the	period	1961-67	was	Chairman.		
In	 1968-9	 Sutton	 and	 his	 wife	 commissioned	 and	
purchased	from	artist	David	Poole,	then	living	locally	
at	 West	 Horsley,	 the	 very	 fine	 portrait	 of	 Barnes	
Wallis	now	hanging	in	the	Parish	Room.	
	



	

SUTTON	AT	KGV	
	

On	 16	 July	 1956	 Sutton	 was	 asked	 and	
agreed	 to	 be	 a	 co-opted	 Committee	
member	 for	 the	 KGV	 charity.	 He	
attended	 his	 first	 Board	 meeting	 on	
8	October	1956.	
	

The	 KGV	 Chairman’s	 report	 to	 the	 1957	
AGM	records		‘…	we	were	very	fortunate	
in	 catching	 Dr	Sutton	 at	 the	 right	
moment	 and	 persuading	 him	 to	 serve,	
not	only	on	the	management	committee,	
but	 also	 [underlining	 added]	 on	 our	
planning	 sub-committee.’	 Sutton	 had	
clearly	 got	 stuck	 straight	 in.	 The	
Chairman	describes	his	work	drawing	up	
for	 a	 grant	 from	 the	 Playing	 Fields	
Association	 a	 detailed	 report	 on	 the	
architect’s	 plan	 for	 improved	 playing	
pitches	and	changing	accommodation	at	
KGV.		These	would	be	very	busy	years	for	
the	Committee	of	Management,	with	the	
first	Hall	built	and	opened	in	1966.	
	

Sutton	 became	 Vice-Chairman	 of	 the	
KGV	Committee	of	Management	 in	May	
1968,	and	Chairman	from	June	1969	until	
January	1970	when	he	 resigned	 from	all	
his	posts	-	on	doctor’s	orders.	

Sutton	founds	Effingham	Rugby	Club	
	
In	the	1960s	the	Committee	of	Management	of	KGV	was	permanently	
in	search	of	funds	to	support	the	facilities	and	especially	to	generate	
enough	 to	 employ	 a	 groundsman.	 	 Some	 regular	 funds	 came	 from	
providing	 refreshments	 to	 teams	 on	 match	 occasions.	 	 During	 the	
summer,	Eastwick	Cricket	Club’s	matches	provided	welcome	income.	
To	 activate	 the	 otherwise	 quiet	 winter	 period,	 in	 1966	 Dr	 Sutton	
founded	Effingham	Rugby	Club.	This	(now	Effingham	and	Leatherhead	
Rugby	Football	Club)	 is	 still	going	strong,	and	 the	clubhouse	room	 is	
named	the	Sutton	Room	in	honour	of	its	founder.			
	
Sutton	was	first	Chairman	and	with	gusto	attacked	the	inevitable	next	
major	 project,	 a	massive	 earth-levelling	 scheme	 to	 provide	 an	 extra	
rugby	 pitch.	 This	 work	 got	 underway	 during	 summer	 to	 winter	 of	
1968-69.		
	
It	all	proved	too	much.			

Luckily	there	is	a	happy	-	indeed	miraculous	-	ending	to	this.	
Sutton	describes	his	 first	 visit	 back	 to	KGV,	many	months	 later,	 in	 a	
letter	to	Miss	Monica	O’Connor,	24	January	1977:	
	
‘I	 should	perhaps	explain	 that	after	having	got	 the	whole	of	 the	 top	
soil	 levelled	out	over	 the	 full	extent	of	 the	 rugby	pitch,	 I	was	getting	
exhausted	and	had	to	leave	some	heavy	stoning	and	then	the	seeding	
to	Mr.	D.	Hughes-Hallett.		Moreover,	by	the	end	of	the	year	my	state	
of	 health	 was	 worsening	 and	 by	 Christmas	 [1969	 -	 he	 would	 have	
been	68]	I	had	a	bad	breakdown.	
	

In	consequence	I	had	to	resign	all	the	many	offices	that	I	held	and	saw	
nothing	again	of	the	Field	again	until	the	autumn	of	1970.		It	was	on	
my	 very	 first	 visit	 to	 watch	 a	 rugby	 match	 in	 the	 autumn	 that	 I	
wandered	over	to	look	at	the	wondrous	green	spread	of	acres	of	grass	
and	 in	 idly	 picking	 up	 some	 still	 remaining	 stones	 that	 I	 saw	what	 I	
thought	 was	 another	 one	 and	 found	 it	 to	 be	 this	 coin.	 	 It	 seemed	
several	sorts	of	miracles	of	coincidence	that	it	should	have	been	left	
for	me	to	find.’	



	

A	model	enterprise	of	what	
a	little	local	body	can	do*	

	
DR	SUTTON,	EFFINGHAM	CRICKET	CLUB	

AND	THE	NEW	PAVILION	
	

Effingham	cricket	pavilion	has	been	on	this	ground	since	1962.	
	

It	is	now	sadly	dilapidated	and	unsuited	to	2018	standards	for	sport.	
It	must	be	replaced,	and	the	Cricket	Club	is	gathering	together	

all	support	to	achieve	this	-	please	help	if	you	can.	
	

Once	upon	a	time	however	this	much-loved	old	building	
which	has	been	a	part	of	a	traditional	English	scene	on	

Effingham	Common	seemingly	for	ever,	
was	new.	

	
The	next	panels	focus	on	the	story	of	how	it	came	into	being.	

*	Charles	Sutton	writing	to	the	Parish	Council,	8	December	1960:	
‘The	Surrey	Playing	Fields	Association	seem	to	consider	our	endeavours	a	model	enterprise	of	what	a	little	local	body	can	do’.	

July	1992,	an	iconic	view	
Maurice	Waller,	who	loved	the	pavilion	and	the	ground	and	

was	associated	with	the	club	for	50	years,	prepares	the	wicket	



	

AFTER	THE	WAR	
	

As	we	 saw,	 during	 1937	 an	 enthusiastic	work	 party	
tackled	the	creation	of	a	playing	area	for	the	club.	It	
was	 not	 long	 before	 a	 rather	 big	 setback.	 Michael	
Waller,	who	was	then	a	young	boy	 living	at	Railway	
Cottages	and	with	his	brother	Maurice	 to	become	a	
staunch	member	of	the	cricket	club,	recalled	that		
	
‘On	the	cricket	ground,	leading	up	to	the	war,	was	a	
searchlight	unit.’		
	
Given	 all	 the	 other	 space	 available,	 presumably	 the	
cricket	 ground	 was	 selected	 for	 the	 location	 of	 the	
light	because	it	was	level,	stable	ground,	and	easy	to	
access	from	the	road	to	the	village.		A	large	concrete	
base-plate	 for	 its	 swivel	 mechanism	 would	 have	
been	 laid.	 	 After	 the	 War,	 the	 work	 to	 create	 a	
playable	pitch	had	to	be	started	all	over	again:				
		
‘	…	after	the	war	it	all	had	to	be	got	up	to	scratch	and	
converted	back	 to	 a	 cricket	 ground	and	we	had	 the	
help	of	prisoners	of	war	 to	do	this,	 cutting	down	all	
the	long	grass	and	landscaping	it	and	getting	it	back	
into	some	playable	condition.	Dr	Sutton	who	was	the	
president	 of	 the	 club	 got	 a	 friend	 who	 was	 a	 very	
good	 artist	 to	 come	 down	 and	 painted	 a	 picture	 of	
the	workers	cutting	down	the	grass	with	scythes	…‘	

A	photograph	of	the	
painting	commissioned	
by	Sutton	

Enjoyably	primitive	facilities	
	
Sutton	described	how	 the	cricket	 club	 received	a	 small	 sum	 in	 compensation	 for	 the	use	of	 the	
land	during	the	war	and:	
	
‘with	this	a	small	corrugated	 iron	shed	with	a	 let-down	front	was	erected	as	a	pavilion,	together	
with	two	corrugated	iron	shacks	in	the	copse	for	men	and	women.		There	were	no	other	facilities	of	
any	kind	and	water	for	tea	and	washing	up	had	to	be	fetched	from	houses	several	hundred	yards	
away.	 	 The	 lady	 members	 helped	 under	 very	 trying	 conditions,	 though	 everyone	 of	 those	 days	
spoke	of	the	enjoyable	times	they	had’.		
	
Michael	Waller	recalled:	
	
‘There	was	no	pavilion	and	the	first	one	we	had	was	a	wooden	shed	type	building	with	a	pull-down	
front	flap	where	we	had	lemonade	and	a	copper	tea	urn	where	tea	was	obtained.	The	tea	urn	had	
to	be	filled	up	from	a	tap	in	Adrian	Estler’s	land	[Leebrooke]	at	the	back	where	he	kept	a	cow	and	
on	a	number	of	occasions	when	we	had	filled	this	tea	urn	up	with	water	we	were	chased	by	Estler’s	
cow	which	was	very	funny	at	the	time!	We	had	a	marquee	with	trestle	tables	where	the	actual	teas	
were	laid	out.	Toilets	were	non-existent.		I	think	we	did	have	some	corrugated	iron	arrangement.’		



	

THE	TOILETS	THAT	BECAME	A	PAVILION	

	

In	 1957	 Dr	 Sutton	 was	 asked	 by	 Maurice	 Waller	

‘whether	 I	 could	 see	any	 reasonable	way	of	 getting	
some	 proper	 toilets	 for	 the	 women	 members’	 ie,	 a	
small	brick-built	toilet	block,	actually	for	both	sexes.	

The	 plan	was	 for	 ‘a	 small	 brick	 building	 to	 go	 near	
the	existing	pavilion,	connected	up	to	main	drainage,	
water	and	electric	light’.		
	

It	sounds	simple,	but	Sutton’s	trials	over	these	three	

services	 were	 Herculean:	 the	 negotiation	 with	

neighbours,	 the	 routes	 the	 pipes	 would	 take,	 the	

planning	 permission,	 the	 legal	 agreements,	 the	

installation.		It	took	four	years.		

	

It	didn’t	 take	 long	 to	 realise	 that	 if	 the	 cost	 just	 for	

services	 was	 so	 high,	 they	 might	 as	 well	 build	 a	

pavilion	 as	 a	 toilet.	 By	 February	 1960	 they	 had	

evolved	 a	 plan	 to	 include	proper	 changing	 and	 club	

facilities:	much	more	seemly	not	only	for	the	players,	

but	also	for	social	events	and	for	the	comfort	of	the	

ladies	 who	 did	 so	 much	 of	 the	 support	 work	 on	

match	days:	‘they	can	get	refreshments	and	clear	up	
better,	instead	of	having	to	do	this	in	bowls	of	water	
on	the	ground’.		
	

Virtually	 from	 the	 start,	 this	 new	 plan	 attracted	

much	 more	 support	 from	 the	 Surrey	 Playing	 Fields	

Association	and	from	local	donors.	

Raising	the	money	

	
It	was	all	hands	on	deck.		Sutton	wrote:	
	
‘The	 club	 had	 very	 meagre	 funds	 and	
much	 of	 what	 was	 necessary	 was	
supplied	 by	 the	 proceeds	 of	whist	 drives	
arranged	 by	Maurice	Waller	 and	 others,	
held	at	‘The	Halt’,	a	café	near	the	station,	
since	 demolished)	 and	 at	 the	 Womens	
Institute	 building	 in	 the	 village.	 These	
whist	drives	continued	as	a	valuable	club	
source	 of	 income	 for	 many	 years,	 until	
the	 spread	 of	 bingo	 lessened	 their	
attraction’.	
.	

Dorking	and	Leatherhead	Advertiser	
15	September	1950	

Michael	 Waller	 wrote	 that	
Sutton	would:	
	

‘invite	them	to	become	
Vice-President	 and	 donate	
some	money’.		
	

Sutton	 pursued	 friends	 and	
business	 contacts	 all	 over	
the	world.	Check	out	 (right)	
whose	 money	 helped	 build	

the	 pavilion	 you	 see	 today!	
Together	 ‘Group	 B.’	 gave	
£301.17.0	 towards	 the	
£3,500	needed.	
	
Sutton	 also	 used	 the	 buying	
power	of	BP	to	source	some	
of	the	construction	materials	
needed.	



	

FOUNDATIONS	MOST	SATISFYINGLY	SOLID	
	

Sutton	wrote:	
‘The	 basic	 project	 was	 to	 buy	 a	 sectional	 cedar-wood	 pavilion	 and	
erect	 it	 much	 nearer	 to	 the	 road	 than	 was	 the	 existing	 building	 in	
order	 to	 facilitate	 all	 access,	 both	 for	 services	 and	 for	 cars.	 	 All	 this	
area,	however,	was	very	swampy,	in	parts	three	feet	deep	and	with	a	
small	pond	at	the	rear.’		
	
Architect	 Mr	 Lance	 Muriel	 of	 Jangada,	 Lower	 Farm	 Road,	 drew	 up	
plans	 for	 the	 routes	 of	 the	 services	 and	 for	 the	 building.	 	 In	 1960	
planning	 consent	was	 approved.	 	 The	 pavilion	 building	was	 ordered	
and	in	use	for	the	cricket	season	of	summer	1962,	although	some	of	
the	finishing	off	was	still	being	done	in	1963.	
	
On	 14	 February	 1961	 Sutton	 wrote	 to	 Eddie	 Crouch,	 Clerk	 to	 the	
Parish	Council,	which	had	given	a	grant:	
‘I	do	not	know	whether	you	have	had	a	look	at	our	foundations,	which	
are	most	satisfyingly	solid,	and	we	are	hoping	that	the	structure	will	
arrive	on	Saturday	and	 that	we	may	 then	be	able	 to	 start	putting	 it	
up.’	
	
Michael	Waller	remembered:	
‘…	we	 got	 enough	money	 to	 build	 a	 cedar	wood	 pavilion	which	we	
had	to	build	and	we	had	the	concrete	foundation	and	when	we	got	to	
the	last	end	it	overlapped	the	foundation	by	a	few	inches	so	we	had	to	
adjust	 that!		 Anyway	 it	 was	 all	 done	 and	 we	 had	 a	 celebration	 on	
opening	night	and	from	then	on	we	had	a	bar	whereas	previously	we	
had	had	to	go	down	to	The	Lord	Howard	for	our	drinks.’	
	
	

	

Photos	from	Michael	Waller	-	players	at	the	time	of	the	pavilion	project.	
Top:	 probably	 1963.	 Back	 row,	 L-to-R:	 Ross	 Tester,	 unknown,	 Frank	 Sparling,	 Peter	
Collett,	 Maurice	Waller,	 Philip	 Dixon,	Michael	Waller,	 Ken	 Osborne;	 front	 row,	 L-to-R:	
Keith	Jones,	Alan	Brown,	Brian	Saddleton,	Chris	Williams,	Ken	Moore	
	
Above:	members	of	Effingham	Cricket	Club	in	front	of	their	new	pavilion	on	their	ground	
at	Effingham	Common.	Back	row,	L-to-R:	Hamish	Brown,	Arthur	Penfold,	Michael	Waller,	
Adrian	 Estler,	 Conall	 Hall,	 Ross	 Tester;	 front	 row,	 L-to-R:	 John	 Hawkey,	 Tommy	 Hall,	
'Nobby'	Penfold,	Alan	Hull.	
	



	

	
AND	DRAINAGE	PRETTY	GOOD	TOO	

	

After	the	pavilion	was	up	Sutton	did	not	stop.		He	saw	to	it	that	better	
and	more	aesthetic	fencing	was	installed,	and	tackled	the	drainage	of	
the	playing	surface.		
	
Eddie	Crouch	recalled	the	effort	of	playing	on	the	very	heavy	surface:	
‘…	I	played	there	from	the	late	40s	to	the	early	60s	when	the	ball	was	
hitting	me	more	than	I	was	hitting	it.		But	to	have	a	half	day’s	fielding	
in	the	outfield	at	the	beginning	of	the	season	was	quite	hard	work	and	
you	needed	a	good	day’s	rest	afterwards	and	I	remember	also	fielding	
one	day	and	a	kestrel	caught	a	vole	and	came	and	perched	on	one	of	
the	 stumps,	 not	 one	 of	 the	 cricket	 stumps,	 one	 of	 the	 fence	 stumps	
within	a	 few	yards	of	me	and	 religiously	ate	 it	while	 I	was	 trying	 to	
concentrate	on	the	fielding.		It’s	just	one	of	those	things	that	happen.			
	
It	was	very	boggy	in	the	outfield.		We	later	had	it	mole	drained	which	
was	a	bit	better	but	it	was	pretty	sticky	stuff	early	in	the	season.		And	
it	was	also	a	while	before	we	got	the	square	 into	any	sort	of	proper	
condition.	Bearing	in	mind	we	didn’t	wear	helmets	in	those	days,	you	
had	to	duck	and	weave	quite	a	bit	if	a	fast	bowler	was	on.’	
	
In	 1967	 Sutton	 wrote	 to	 Eddie	 Crouch	 following	 completion	 of	
extensive	drainage	works:	
‘This	scheme	has	been	wonderfully	successful	and	could	well	last	fifty	
to	a	hundred	years	with	only	a	little	attention’.	
	
In	1968	they	had	the	party	…	

Surrey	Advertiser,	11	May	1968	



	

Currently	we	only	 have	 two	pictures	
of	Dr	Sutton,	and	this	is	one	of	them:	
at	the	party	to	celebrate	Eddie	Crouch	
having	 been	 Clerk	 to	 the	 Parish	
Council	 for	 25	 years.	 	 Sutton	 is	 fifth	
from	the	left.	
	
The	 men	 standing	 are,	 L-to-R:	
Anthony	 Cockle;	 Brian	 Cassell;	
Dr.	Sutton;	 Antony	 D.	 Page;	 Eddie	
Crouch;	Henry	Edward	(“Ted”)	Tyrrell;	
Col.	 (Barnard)	 Peter	 Tyrwhitt-Drake;	
the	 lady	 at	 left	 is	 Eddie’s	 wife	
Elizabeth	 (“Betty”)	 M.	 (nee	 Wells);	
seated	 are	 (at	 left)	 Sir	 Barnes	 Neville	
Wallis	 and	 (and	 at	 right)	 his	 wife	
Lady	Mary	 (“Molly”)	Wallis;	 the	event	
appears	 to	 have	 taken	 place	 at	 the	
St.	Lawrence	 Church	 Hall	 in	 Browns	
Lane.	
	

RETIREMENT	
Dr	 Sutton	 and	Mavis	 remained	 living	 at	 Winrush.	 	 Charles	 died	 in	 January	 1986,	 and	Mavis	 in	
February	1997.	Both	of	their	children	married	but	these	families	settled	away	from	Effingham	and	
so	far	it	has	not	proved	possible	to	locate	descendants.	Currently,	we	only	have	two	photographs	
of	Dr	Sutton,	a	very	meagre	representation	of	his	time	here.		If	you	have	memories	of	the	Sutton	
family,	or	contact	details,	Effingham	Local	History	Group	would	be	very	grateful	to	hear	from	you.	



	

CREDITS	
	
This	display	has	been	produced	by	members	of	Effingham	Local	History	Group	
in	 collaboration	with	 Ray	 Pritchard,	 President	 of	 Effingham	Cricket	 Club,	 club	
historian,	 and	 holder	 of	 the	 Charles	 Sutton	 Trophy	 2017-18.	 Any	 information	
you	 can	 provide	 about	 the	 early	 history,	membership	 or	 other	 details	 of	 the	
club	would	be	most	gratefully	received	by	either	of	us.	
	
The	display	concentrates	on	Dr	Sutton,	but	it	should	be	most	clearly	understood	
that	alongside	him	in	the	long	campaign	to	achieve	the	new	pavilion	were	other	
able,	 enthusiastic	 and	 energetic	 supporters,	 for	 instance	 the	Waller	 brothers	
and	other	players	at	the	club,	officers	at	Surrey	Playing	Fields	Association,	and	
Eddie	Crouch,	Clerk	to	Effingham	Parish	Council.		

The	cricket	pavilion	in	2010,	now	showing	its	age.	
	

Can	you	help	with	the	replacement?	


